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Useful Contacts in the Parish 
 
Priest in Charge Revd Liz Kirby 

The Vicarage, High Street, Whitwell 
  01909 722378 
      
Churchwardens  Ann Godley 

103 King Street, Hodthorpe             
01909 723514 
      
Norman Trott, Claylands Farm, 
Bakestone Moor, Whitwell   
01909 724419 

       
Magazine Editor Sue Bradshaw 

01909 722675 
   suebram@sky.com 
 
Services in the Parish Churches  
 
1st and 3rd Sundays  
Whitwell – 8.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns) 
Creswell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd and 4th Sundays 
Creswell – 08.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns) 
Whitwell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd Sunday 
Steetley – 3.15pm 
Each Sunday 
Elmton – 6.00pm Eucharist 
5th Sundays 
10.30am - Sung Eucharist rotating between churches 
 
A Fellowship Group meets at St Lawrence church, Whitwell on 
the first Monday afternoon of each month at 1.30pm, followed by 
a Ladies Group at 2pm 
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Meeting God in the Discipline of Silence 
 
11 years ago, one snowy day in February, I drove from Bury St 
Edmunds to Pleshy (near Colchester) in a blizzard: with 
windscreen wipers that weren’t working properly.  I had to keep 
stopping to wipe the windscreen and by the time I reached 
Pleshy, I was cold, tearful and fed-up; this was the inauspicious 
introduction to my first retreat! 
 
Having been restored by a hot cup of coffee, I got another blow 
when we met together with our retreat director; he recommended 
we make the retreat silent, although it hadn’t been advertised as 
such.  The only reason I didn’t get in the car and drive home 
there and then was that a) it was still snowing and b) the 
windscreen wipers still didn’t work! 
 
SILENCE for 3 DAYS??!!  How on earth could I manage to be 
silent for 3 days?  What would I do if I couldn’t talk?? 
 

And yet on 13th February I will head off 
to St Beunos’ Jesuit Centre in North 
Wales for an 8 day Silent retreat, and I 
can’t wait.  I had to face up to my fear 
of silence that first retreat and found it 
wasn’t frightening at all, in fact the 
silence allowed me to have my closest 
ever experience of God. 

 
I have been to St Beunos each year for 10 years now and count 
down the days ‘til I get there.  It is the most spiritual place I know; 
the silence is truly healing and the countryside is beautiful. 
 
But retreats are not all about relaxing.  Yes, there will be time to 
walk and sit and reflect and pray, but also there will be times of 
deep searching, of tears, of allowing God into the parts of our 
lives we usually try to hide.  Most people feel changed by the 
experience and come home knowing that the time spent meeting 
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with God in the quietness has given new insight into God’s love 
for them and for the world. 
 
The Quakers (who use silence a lot in their worship) have a 
phrase for silence; they say “Silence sifts us”.  It’s an odd phrase 
and perhaps until we have spent time in silence it is not that easy 
to understand.  It might make sense if we think about sifting flour, 
how the gentle shaking breaks apart the lumps, separates out 
the grains and allows air into the mix. 
 
When we sit with God in silence, we allow God to gently work on 
us, to break open the parts we keep tightly closed and bunched 
together.  God separates out our fears and lets his light into our 
hearts and minds and so we return to our daily lives refreshed 
and perhaps ‘sifted’. 
 
At St Beunos there will be about seventy of us from very different 
walks of life, different nationalities, different faiths, all there to let 
the Silence do its work, or perhaps more accurately to let God 
work in the Silence. 
 
Silence is not an easy discipline, minds like to wander!  But 
spending time in silence with God as a companion is time well 
spent and God will honour the time we give him and sift us in the 
silence to bring us new light and life. 
 
 

With love and blessings 
              Rev. Liz  
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Thank – you 
 
The Christingle Service raised £185.83 and the collection boxes 
raised a further £275.26, making a grand total of £461.09 for the 
Children’s Society. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed in any way to the 
Society; your generosity and help was very much appreciated. 
 

 

 
 

WHITWELL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
The Square, Whitwell 

01909 723490 
 

Rooms available at very Competitive Rates 
 

Private Parties 
6pm to midnight £90 

Noon to midnight £140 
(includes main hall, bar, kitchen and buffet room) 

Cash Bingo every Wednesday evening 
Film Shows 

Coffee Mornings Saturday 9.30 to 11a.m. 
 

Photocopying, fax and laminating services available for a 
small charge 

Email: office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

Website: whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjm8Ifb1sXKAhWGFT4KHdWBCEQQjRwICTAA&url=http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/fundraising-and-events/christingle/what-christingle&psig=AFQjCNE1x2-mD0oN5hho7d44To7fX-W9CA&ust=1453835847097807
mailto:office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com
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The Counties of England (9) - Northamptonshire 
 
Northamptonshire is one of a group of Midland counties that 
formed the bread basket of England in the Middle Ages and, 
being mainly flat, was also good hunting country.  It may be 
described as a `reserved` county since it rarely seems to boast of 
its many attractions, so motorists on the MI speed across it 
without any thought of stopping there.  Yet the county of “spires 
and squires” (churches and houses) has much to offer the 
traveller. 
 
In area, Northants (as it is known in short) is of average size.  It 
is dominated by the River Nene which flows through a broad clay 
vale to The Wash and is good grazing land.  The high ground to 
the north, termed the Northampton Heights, forms a limestone 
ridge which is, in fact, an extension of the Cotswolds and gives 
excellent building stone.  The county is still largely rural and 
traditionally the main industry has always been shoe making, 
which provided the boots for Cromwell`s armies yet were never 
paid for!  The county was a powerhouse of puritanism and 
nonconformity and its men joined the Parliamentary Army in 
large numbers during the Civil War of the 1640’s. 
 
Northampton is by far the largest town, though Kettering and 
Wellingborough are among others of some size.  Oundle is the 
premier example of the many small towns in the county built of 
Cotswold stone.  Nowadays the Soke (special part) of 
Peterborough is linked to Cambridgeshire, although in the past it 
was in Northants.  Peterborough has a splendid cathedral, once 
an abbey until promoted by Henry VIII (1541).  The city is also a 
good shopping centre. 
 
The county has many fine churches, also constructed of 
Cotswold stone.  Brixworth church dates back to the seventh 
century i.e. about 600 A.D. in early Anglo Saxon times.  Earls 
Barton has a well-known Anglo Saxon tower of 970 A.D.  Later 
medieval churches (1200-1600) include the crusader style round 
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church in Northampton, while Higham Ferrers has a lofty spire 
and Fotheringhay is imposing.  Nearby Fotheringhay castle is 
now a ruin, though it was in the Great Hall in 1587 that Mary 
Queen of Scots, after years of house arrest in the midlands, was 
executed for complicity in plots against Elizabeth I.  Barnwell 
Castle is a farm, a residence and a historic site all in one, while 
Rockingham Castle was important in the Civil War of the 1640’s. 
 
There are many houses worth a visit.  Castle Ashby is a fine 
edifice with a Capabilty Brown garden, while Boughton house 
dates from Tudor times.  Althorp, the home of the Spencers, has 
a very impressive interior and Diana is buried on an island in the 
lake, although it is believed that someday she will be re-interred 
in the family chapel in Great Brington church nearby. 
 
Other historic structures include the Eleanor’s cross, erected by 
Edward I at Geddington.  It survives as the best preserved of the 
three still extant.  Their purpose was to indicate where his 
queen’s coffin rested on its journey to London in the 1290’s.  A 
canal barge on the Grand Junction canal offers a quiet holiday 
away from it all on the waterways of this pleasant Midland county 
and there are many hospitable inns for refreshment along its 
banks. 
 
Norman Trott 
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Gilbert and 

Armstrong 
 

The Pharmacy 

The Square, Whitwell 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caring for you and your 

medication needs 
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Puzzle Corner (all answers on page 23) 
 
Sudoku 
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Crossword 
 

 
 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
1 Salary (Isaiah 19:10) (4) 
3 Question Jesus asked of those healed of leprosy, ‘Were not all 
ten — ?’ (Luke 17:17) (8) 
9 Wide, elevated level area of land (Joshua 13:9) (7) 
10 ‘So you also must be — , because the Son of Man will come... 
when you do not expect him’ (Matthew 24:44) (5) 



Page 9 

11 ‘[He] said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He — — , and 
his hand was completely restored’ (Luke 6:10) (3,2) 
12 ‘Who has gathered up the wind in the — of his hand?’ 
(Proverbs 30:4) (6) 
14 Not born again (13) 
17 ‘Again and again he — the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins’ (Hebrews 10:11) (6) 
19 Mails (anag.) (5) 
22 ‘He — — here; he has risen’ (Matthew 28:6) (2,3) 
23 Defeated (Judges 20:43) (7) 
24 Soldiers’ quarters (Acts 21:34) (8) 
25 ‘Pillars of marble’ were how the Beloved described those of 
her Lover (Song of Songs 5:15) (4) 
 
Down 
 
1 Totally destroyed (Genesis 7:23) (5,3) 
2 What the Philippian jailer was told to do with his prisoners Paul 
and Silas (Acts 16:23) (5) 
4 Object of ridicule (Job 12:4) (8-5) 
5 In most years, the month in which Easter falls (5) 
6 For example, Caesarea, Joppa, Tyre, Sidon (7) 
7 ‘[Jesus] was in the desert for forty — , being tempted by Satan’ 
(Mark 1:13) (4) 
8 ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power — to our God’ 
(Revelation 19:1) (6) 
13 Mend dots (anag.) (8) 
15 Purifier (Malachi 3:3) (7) 
16 Attacked (1 Samuel 27:8) (6) 
18 The good Samaritan to the innkeeper: ‘When I return, I will 
reimburse you for any — expense you may have’ (Luke 10:35) 
(5) 
20 How Matthew described the crowds who followed Jesus 
(Matthew 4:25) (5) 
21 For example, one of 25 Across (Judges 19:29) (4) 
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Dates for your diary – 2017 
 
All the following events will be held at Whitwell Community 
Centre, unless otherwise stated 

28th February  Pancake lunch and bingo, 12noon 

8th April  PCC coffee morning, 9.30am-11am 

18th April  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

22nd April  St George’s Day event, 2.30pm-4.30pm 

30th May  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

10th June  Hodthorpe and Whitwell Ladies Group 
   Coffee morning, 9.30am-11am 

4th July  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

11th August  St Lawrence Day lunch, 12noon 

22nd August  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

2nd October  Harvest Lunch, 12noon 

10th October  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

14th November Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 
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Mission Action Plan 

The next meeting to continue developing our 

Mission Action Plan  

will be on 

Monday 27th February 2017 at 7pm 

in St Lawrence Church 

 

ALL WELCOME! 
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Bishop Alistair’s Lent Course 2017 
 
During Lent Bishop Alistair will be running a Lent Course at 
venues within the North East Derbyshire Deanery.  The sessions 
all start at 7.30pm.  Dates and venues are as follows: 
 
7th March St. Mary Magdalene, Creswell, S80 4ES 
 
14th March St. John the Evangelist, Newbold, S41 8PA 
 
21st March  St. James the Greater, Barlborough, S43 4ER 
 
28th March St. Michael’s and All Angels, Brimington, S43 1JG 
 
4th April St. John the Evangelist, Ridgeway, S12 3XX 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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Whitwell and District Women’s Institute 
 
Whitwell and District WI is part of the Derbyshire Federation of 
WIs and is a member of the DeRhodes Group of WIs together 
with Barlborough, Woodthorpe, Whittington, Bolsover and 
Chesterfield Town. 
 
The group meets at the Whitwell Community Centre on the 
second Monday of the month from 7pm to 9pm. 
 
Dates for your 2017 diary are as follows: 
 
13/02/2017 The Denali – David Ellis 
13/03/2017 Beetle Drive – lots of fun and laughter! 
10/04/2017 Four Weddings, four funerals – Margaret Harrison 
08/05/2017 Annual Meeting and Resolutions 
12/06/2017 Poetry Readings 
10/07/2017 Music to enjoy – Razzle Dazzle Productions 
14/08/2017 My Life as a Tiller Girl – Fay Robinson 
11/09/2017 Cake, Chat and Competitions 
09/10/2017 The Leader Brothers 
13/11/2017 Dad's Bees – Lord Len Canziani 
11/12/2017 Christmas Party and Entertainment 
 
Come and enjoy an evening with us. 
 
Further details from Jackie Stoor 01909 723188 
 



Page 18 

Chimneys 
 
 

 
 
 
I was born in a cloud 
And as I fell you came to meet me 
And we danced, me and you, a smoky wisp 
From an earthenware flue 
 
Millions of us were dancing in those days of old 
Around those chimney stacks 
Like cats snuggling down around the fire 
After coming in from the cold 
 
We were like fleecy garments on the shoulders 
Of those Roman soldiers ranked in rows 
Marching off to war like a terracotta army 
Or the nightmare of invaders from another shore 
Who knows? 
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Then we were a vision of an Easter parade 
Passing by whilst across the road 
Being applauded by each on looking abode; 
Or in an order, shrouded as pilgrims 
 
We would progress up a way with a Celtic name 
To worship beneath a tower  
Of Anglo-Saxon fame; 
Or we would be workers, trudging in a line to work, 
Towards the shaft of a mine 
 
Now I’m falling again and I can see 
Those monuments to antiquity 
Standing to solemn attention in their rows 
But where is the plume that would rise 
To merge into the murky skies, where we would dance 
And will I ever find you again? 
Who knows? 
 
Vaughan Clements   
 

 
 
Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

March 2017 19th February 2017 

April 2017 19th March 2017 

May 2017 23rd April 2017 

June 2017 21st May 2017 

July 2017 18th June 2017 
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Recipe of the month 
 
Dorothy`s Passion Cake 
 
Ingredients 
 
2 large bananas (mashed) 
275g plain flour 
2 level teaspoons baking powder 
1 level teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
Pinch of salt 
1 teaspoon of cinnamon 
175g light brown soft sugar 
50g chopped nuts  
175g grated carrot 
3 eggs 
175g sunflower oil 
 
Method 
 

 Sift flour, baking powder, bicarbonate of soda, salt and 
cinnamon into a large bowl 

 Add sugar, bananas, carrot and chopped nuts 

 Make a well in the middle and add the eggs and oil 

 Beat well.  Do not worry about lumps 

 Pour into a 23cms greased and lined cake tin 

 Bake in the middle of the oven (gas mark 3, 165ºC/325ºF 
for 1 to 1¼ hours 

 Once cooled the cake can be decorated with butter icing 
and with nuts, flaked chocolate, etc., flavoured with 
cinnamon and juice or it is fine on its own for weight 
watchers. 

 
 



Page 21 

 
 

Deakin Builders 

Local friendly firm est. over 30 years 

 

 
Our services include anything from 

general property repairs to large 

construction projects. 

 
For a free quote please ring on  

01909 723844 / 07889 077416 or 

e-mail: ddeakinbuilders@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:ddeakinbuilders@hotmail.co.uk
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Parish Magazine from Yesteryear 
 
The following are extracts from The Upper Weardale Church 
Monthly Magazine dated February 1933.  The magazine was 
circulated in the parishes of Heatherycleugh, St John’s Chapel, 
Westgate, Rookhope, Eastgate and Stanhope. 
 
Is there not a risk that the Church historian of the future will write 
down that we in the twentieth century were swamped by 
Loquacity, by conferences, congresses, committees, councils, 
financial organisations and intellectual argument and that we 
forgot essentials?  Perhaps we need today Canon Liddon’s 
reminder; “Christ is Christianity, detach Christianity from Christ 
and it vanishes before your eyes into intellectual vapour”.  Or we 
need Bishop Walpole’s hint; “Constituted as we are, there must 
be ‘outward joints and bands’ but however sacred and venerable 
these may be, and are, they can never be more than the 
channels and pledges of that Life which finds its true home in 
union with the human spirit”. 
 

 
 

We might all do a great deal worse than pray the old well-known 
prayer, “Lord, send a revival and let it begin in me”.  People are 
prejudiced against the word ‘revival’, thinking it means 
sensationalism, emotionalism and poor hymns sung to poorer 
tunes!  “Revival” need connote none of these things.  It means a 
renewal of spiritual vitality. 
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Puzzle corner solutions 
 
Sudoku 
 

 
 
Crossword 
 
ACROSS: 1, Wage. 3, Cleansed. 9, Plateau. 10, Ready. 11, Did 
so. 12, Hollow. 14, Unregenerated. 17, Offers. 19, Islam. 22, Is 
not. 23, Overran. 24, Barracks. 25, Legs. 
 
DOWN: 1, Wiped out. 2, Guard. 4, Laughing-stock. 5, April. 6, 
Seaport. 7, Days. 8, Belong. 13, Oddments. 15, Refiner. 16, 
Raided. 18, Extra. 20, Large. 21, Limb. 
 

100 Club results 
 
15th January 2017 
 

1st 53 

2nd 14 

3rd 15 
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From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 

Ellie Faith Bancroft 

Mya Katherine Dolan 

 

Weddings 

Rachael Brader and Christopher Cook 

 

Funerals 

None this month 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings for Weddings and Baptisms 
 
Bookings for weddings and baptisms can be made by calling at 
St Lawrence Church on the 3rd Friday of each month between 
6pm and 7pm.  
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS 
 

01/02/1992 Hannah Kitchen   08/05/1909 

01/02/1994 Jane Kitts    03/05/1895 

01/02/1999 Stella Haywood   25/02/1907 

01/02/2007 Catherine (Kitty) Isgate  28/06/1921 

02/02/1976 Susan Locke    05/06/1908 

02/02/1978 Harold Yates    04/07/1913 

02/02/1989 John Edward Whydle  09/07/1929 

02/02/1993 Audrey Bromley   10/01/1920 

02/02/2004 Lawrence David Henry Lound 29/05/1934 

03/02/1986 Ellen Mary Godley   06/01/1909 

03/02/1989 Kathleen Mary Maiden  17/01/1925 

04/02/1972 Leslie William Borrowdale  16/11/1906 

04/02/1983 George Henry Fell   16/08/1913 

04/02/1997 Sylvia Ann Brown   04/12/1950 

04/02/2005 Rupert Jervis    04/02/2005 

04/02/2006 Joyce Victoria Evers  23/02/1919 

05/02/1972 Maud Mary Slaney   29/01/1891 

05/02/2007 Ronald Lloyd Hibbert  03/12/1921 

05/02/2016 David Harry Parker   26/02/1951 

06/02/1998 Frank Flower    24/01/1903 

06/02/2015 James Brian Locke   09/03/1937 

07/02/1993 Marjorie Ellis    31/08/1917 

07/02/1993 Geoffrey Ellis    20/04/1920 

08/02/1999 Florence Harris   09/10/1921 

08/02/2003 Hilda Burton (Nee Hind)  19/11/1914 

09/02/1990 Wayne Michael Edson  06/08/1962 

09/02/1996 Samuel Swift Turner  31/10/1915 

09/02/2000 Rhoda Mary Maiden  14/05/1915 

10/02/1996 William Henry White  03/05/1912 

10/02/2009 Norman Windle   23/03/1926 
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11/02/1977 Marion Fielding   06/03/1901 

11/02/1992 Edith Gretton    30/07/1920 

11/02/1994 William Henry R Watts  14/12/1920 

11/02/2012 Jean Topley    28/03/1925 

12/02/2009 Hazel Cooke    04/07/1926 

13/02/1984 Grace Medlam   15/12/1913 

15/02/2008 John Henry Patterson  11/07/1917 

15/02/2009 Freda Hewitt    24/08/1924 

15/02/2013 Dorothy Gwendoline Mills  04/07/1926 

16/02/1966 Herbert Carter   27/05/1904 

16/02/1986 Edith Elizabeth Maiden  13/08/1898 

16/02/2002 Pauline Esme Holmes  04/05/1944 

16/02/2012 Doreen Anne Haynes  10/11/1924 

17/02/1989 Derek Heeley   28/10/1931 

17/02/1993 Barbara Ellen Field   07/12/1898 

17/02/1997 Philip John Smith   14/02/1948 

17/02/2000 Mary Elizabeth Palmer  11/10/1907 

18/02/1961 Sarah Hilda Swain   21/11/1890 

18/02/2015 Maureen Webb-Evans  28/12/1941 

19/02/1992 Ada Parish    16/06/1906 

19/02/1994 Jack Donnachie 

20/02/1996 Harriett Ann Gravell   21/12/1904 

20/02/2007 Samuel Spencer   26/07/1910 

21/02/1994 Alfred Green    29/05/1921 

21/02/1996 George E (Jack) Walters  02/05/1911 

22/02/1966 Frank Brown    25/01/1881 

22/02/1986 Frank Harvey Fielding  17/03/1901 

23/02/1987 Marjorie Adams   14/03/1912 

24/02/1966 Horace Seaton   17/12/1909 

24/02/1986 Gertrude Kitchen   06/06/1890 

24/02/1986 Arthur (Peter) Ellis   10/03/1907 

24/02/1990 Florence May Hollingworth  01/06/1905 
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24/02/1993 Mary Susannah Clarke  13/09/1907 

25/02/2009 Nellie Deakin    16/12/1914 

25/02/2012 Douglas Edward Ward  04/05/1919 

26/02/1991 Joseph Clayton   14/03/1901 

26/02/1991 Herbert Leslie Pain   14/03/1901 
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