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Useful Contacts in the Parish 
 
Priest in Charge Revd Liz Kirby 

The Vicarage, High Street, Whitwell 
  01909 722378 
      
Churchwardens  Ann Godley 

103 King Street, Hodthorpe             
01909 723514 
      
Norman Trott, Claylands Farm, 
Bakestone Moor, Whitwell   
01909 724419 

       
Magazine Editor Sue Bradshaw 

01909 722675 
   suebram@sky.com 
 
Services in the Parish Churches  
 
1st and 3rd Sundays  
Whitwell – 8.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns, no sermon) 
Creswell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd and 4th Sundays 
Creswell – 08.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns, no sermon) 
Whitwell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd Sunday 
Steetley – 3.15pm 
Each Sunday 
Elmton – 6.00pm Eucharist 
5th Sundays 
10.30am - Sung Eucharist rotating between churches 
 
A Fellowship Group meets at St Lawrence church, Whitwell on 
the first Monday afternoon of each month at 1.30pm, followed by 
a Ladies Group at 2pm 



Page 1 

New Year 
 
It’s hard to think about new beginnings when it’s still the middle 
of a cold dark December and I’m writing this on a grey and misty 
day when I can hardly see the bottom of the garden from the 
window! 
 
It’s a very easy analogy to make, but just as I can’t see far in the 
mist, none of us can see far into our futures.  It’s very easy on 
misty days like today to forget that beyond the mist are the fields 
and trees and the beauty of the countryside.  It’s all too easy in 
life to be blinded by the problems and difficulties we face and to 
forget the wider perspective. 
 
Advent was about widening our view and looking forward; 
forward to celebrate a time when God came into the darkness of 
the world to walk with us and share our hopes and fears; forward 
to the time when God’s kingdom will be established and there will 
be peace. 
 
New Year is another time to look forward. It’s easier perhaps to 
look forward when the days are getting a little longer each day 
and there is the promise of Spring; but the message of Christmas 
also helps us to look forward because Christmas gives hope that 
however dark the world seems, God is in the world with us. 
 
The message of Christmas brought love and hope and they are 
two things that we need to hang onto as we go into 2017.  There 
will be times in the year ahead when we feel we know where we 
are going - and times when we feel we are in thick fog!  But 
whatever the situation we are in, Christmas has given us the 
promise that God is walking with us. 
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I pray that we will all find that God is walking close to us as we 
enter the New Year and that we will feel God’s presence guiding 
us and lighting our way forward wherever this year takes us. 
 
 
 

With love and blessings 
              Rev. Liz  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

WHITWELL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
The Square, Whitwell 

01909 723490 

 
Rooms available at very Competitive Rates 

 
Private Parties 

6pm to midnight £90 
Noon to midnight £140 

(includes main hall, bar, kitchen and buffet room) 
Cash Bingo every Wednesday evening 

Film Shows 
Coffee Mornings Saturday 9.30 to 11a.m. 

 
Photocopying, fax and laminating services available for a 

small charge 
Email: office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

Website: whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

mailto:office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com
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Whitwell and District Women’s Institute 
 
Christmas is a time for celebration and the ladies of Whitwell and 
District WI were in a festive mood when they travelled to 
Bolsover Church for the local WI groups annual carol concert.  
The evening was hosted by Bolsover WI and after we were 
welcomed by Rev’d Rachel Williams we were entertained by the 
contributions of  five different WIs which included humorous 
sketches, songs, poems and readings as well as a wonderful 
selection of carols. 
 
11th December saw the last meeting of our group for 2016 and of 
course it was party night!  A pie and pea supper followed by trifle 
and fresh fruit salad was enjoyed by 26 members and 7 visitors, 
followed by entertainment by the Crag Rats – a local group who 
played a selection of Christmas melodies ideal for many 
members to show their dancing ability!!  The evening concluded 
with a quiz and a raffle and special thanks were given to Brenda 
and Margaret who provided wonderful table decorations and 
presents for members to take home. 
 
So now we are all looking forward to the activities planned for 
2017.  The WI provides a wealth of events to inspire women.  
Why not come along and enjoy an evening of chat, refreshments 
and listening to an interesting speaker or getting involved in a 
craft activity or even putting your name down for an outing. 
 
Come and join us on the second Monday of each month at the 
Whitwell Community Centre at 7.00pm to make new friends or 
contact Jackie Stoor 01909 723188 for more information. 
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Frozen Assets 
 
The harvest’s party’s over 
Quiet solitude is here 
In the frozen, bare allotment, 
At this darkest time of year. 
 
A silver lined cloud forms a backdrop 
For a full moon on the rise; 
A floodlight for a fox’s 
Night of enterprise 
 
A low sun on the horizon 
Shines briefly, yet so bright 
Through the frosty glass of a greenhouse 
Like an opaque bulb of light. 
 
A robin on a poly tunnel 
Hops as if he tries 
To tickle the row of framework ribs 
But, in vain, it away then flies 
 
For now, the allotment restfully sleeps 
On frozen assets from which it will bring 
An abundance of fresh equity release 
For a capital new spring 
 
Vaughan Clements 
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Puzzle Corner (all answers on page 24) 
 
Sudoku 
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Crossword 
 

 
 
Crossword Clues 
 
ACROSS 
 
1 Protective covering recommended to the Ephesians  
(Ephesians 6:11) (6) 
4 The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) (6) 
8 Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48 years, who became 
the first saint to be canonized by a pope (5) 
9 ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’ (3 John 11) (7) 
10 Reading desk in a church (7) 
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11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like — 
walking around”’ (Mark 8:24) (5) 
12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue (1 
Timothy 6:11) (9) 
17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher 
(Ecclesiastes 2:8) (5) 
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7) 
21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s 
hearts were hard (Matthew 19:8) (7) 
22 Girl’s name (5) 
23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)  
24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being — 
(Acts 7:59) (6) 
 
Down 
 
1 A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla 
(Acts 18:2) (6) 
2 For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five 
thousand, walking on water (John 7:21) (7) 
3 Abram’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5) 
5 ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’”’ 
(Matthew 4:4) (7) 
6 ‘Peace I — with you; my peace I give you’ (John 14:27) (5) 
7 ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but 
death separates you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2) 
9 Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9) 
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to 
the Areopagus in Athens (Acts 17:34) (7) 
14 Or noise (anag.) (7) 
15 ‘Even though I walk through the valley of the — of death, I will 
fear no evil’ (Psalm 23:4) (6) 
16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6) 
18 Saver (anag.) (5) 
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains 
only a single seed’ (John 12:24) (5) 
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Messy Church 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 10th December saw St Lawrence Church, with St Mary 
Magdalene Church, hosting our first joint ‘Messy Church’ event.  
The event attracted 13 children between 4 years and 13 years 
old, one baby and 11 adults.  These young people had travelled 
from Whitwell, Creswell, Hodthorpe, Chesterfield and Pinxton. 
 
The theme was ‘Giving’ with the idea of giving filled shoeboxes 
for the Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child, as well as 
looking at the gifts given in connection with the Nativity story.  
Various activities were organised in connection with this theme 
including decorating Christmas jumper biscuits with icing to give 
to a friend and making a bracelet of beads, one for themselves 
and one to put in a shoebox. 
 
Christmas cards were designed and made as well as Nativity 
character tree decorations and angel peg dolls to hang on their 
Christmas trees.  Creating a 'magic' prayer star was an 
interesting activity enjoyed by the children, as well as the 
Treasure Hunt, finding objects hidden around the church which 
could be put into the shoe boxes. 
 
The main activity of filling the shoe boxes made the children 
really think about the contents of their box and who the gifts were 
going to.  We filled 23 boxes ready for their journey to the 
children of Liberia (altogether the Chesterfield area sent over 
12,000 boxes).  After the activities, the 'Three Kings' drama and 
singing enfolded, followed by the children bringing out notes to 
stick on the crib to say what gifts they would give to baby Jesus.  
Lynne led the worship with a play about the meaning of 
Christmas which was completed with the singing of a hymn.  
Then it was food time, baked beans or spaghetti on toast 
followed by a selection of buns and biscuits. 
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Many, many thanks to all our helpers. 
 
The feedback from children and adults was really positive and we 
look forward to our next Messy Church for fun, food and 
fellowship. 
 
Jackie Stoor 
Messy Church Coordinator 
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Dates for your diary – 2017 
 
All the following events will be held at Whitwell Community 
Centre, unless otherwise stated 

10th January  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

21st January  Choir coffee morning, 9.30am-11am 

28th February  Pancake lunch and bingo, 12noon 

8th April  PCC coffee morning, 9.30am-11am 

18th April  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

22nd April  St George’s Day event, 2.30pm-4.30pm 

30th May  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

10th June  Hodthorpe and Whitwell Ladies Group 
   Coffee morning, 9.30am-11am 

4th July  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

11th August  St Lawrence Day lunch, 12noon 

22nd August  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 

2nd October  Harvest Lunch, 12noon 

10th October  Afternoon tea and bingo, 2.30pm-4pm 
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I am the New Year 
 
I am the New Year. 
I am an unspoiled page in your book of time 
I am your next chance at the art of living 
 
I am your opportunity to practice 
what you have learned about life 
during the last twelve months 
 
All that you sought 
and didn't find is hidden in me, 
waiting for you to search it out 
with more determination 
 
All the good that you tried for 
and didn't achieve is mine to grant 
when you have fewer conflicting desires 
 
All that you dreamed but didn't dare to do, 
all that you hoped but did not will, 
all the faith that you claimed but did not have - 
these slumber lightly, 
waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose. 
 
I am your opportunity to make all things new. 
 
I am the New Year!  
 
Author Unknown 
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Deakin Builders 

Local friendly firm est. over 30 years 

 

 
Our services include anything from 

general property repairs to large 

construction projects. 

 
For a free quote please ring on  

01909 723844 / 07889 077416 or 

e-mail: ddeakinbuilders@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:ddeakinbuilders@hotmail.co.uk
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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The Counties of England (8) - Sussex 
 
“Sussex by the sea”, as the saying goes.  It was certainly 
endorsed by Londoners, for even in the 1890’s an express train 
from Victoria Station could reach Brighton in an hour!  So 
Brighton became London by the sea with big hotels along its 
promenade and it became the largest Sussex town, especially 
after it linked with its neighbour Hove; Brighton and Hove are 
now inseparable.  It has a reputation for tolerating all types quite 
openly, long before it became a marked feature of British life.  
Brighton has also been highly cosmopolitan, certainly from the 
1930’s when it accepted Jews fleeing from Nazi Germany.  It 
also attracts the young, especially foreigners, who on arriving in 
the South East cannot wait to get there, so to enjoy the delights 
that the young find in the place. 
 
But Brighton is not Sussex, which is a long narrow county 
occupying 70 miles of coastline and stretching only about 15 
miles inland.  Administratively, it is divided into two areas, the 
West with Chichester as its capital, and the East which has 
Lewes.  On the coast Sussex, except for chalk heights like 
Beachy Head, is almost one long built up area, yet inland it is 
largely rural and dominated by the South Downs, in places quite 
beautiful. 
 
They were loved by the poet Rudyard Kipling who described 
them as “our blunt bow-headed, whale-backed Downs” that 
gently sweep or dip down to the sea, while the scarp, or steep 
slope, faces inland across the flat wooded weald towards the 
North Downs in Surrey.  The scarp slope is surprisingly steep in 
places with hilltops containing windmills, coppices, dew ponds 
and small downland churches built in Norman times, with some 
still used for worship.  Kipling called them “the little lost down 
churches” as they are not always easy to find.  Beauty spots on 
the Downs include such wooden clumps as Chanctonbury Ring 
and also grassy, high hills like Blackdown and the Trundle, which 
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is the finish of the Goodwood Race course, one of the most 
beautiful rural courses in England. 
 
Besides Brighton there are fine historic towns such as the city of 
Chichester.  Its Norman cathedral is notable nowadays for   
modern art, a central spire and detached Bell Tower.  Chichester 
also has a splendid market cross, historic walls and a large 
harbour, famous in 1940 in the Dunkirk action.  Its Festival 
Theatre, founded by a local man in 1962, has attracted many 
famous actors.  It also has a Georgian precinct called ‘The 
Pallant’.  Nearby is Arundel, famous for the castle of the dukes of 
Norfolk and a Catholic cathedral. 
 
Lewes, the county town of East Sussex, has a notable castle and 
even better known is nearby Battle, with its ruined abbey built by 
William the conqueror after his victory at the battle of Senlac Hill 
(1066) but usually called Hastings.  Modern seaside resorts 
include Worthing, Hastings and Eastbourne.  Bodiam, with its 
wide moat, is one of the most picturesque of castles and there 
are also pleasant historic towns such as Winchelsea and Rye. 
 
The poet Kipling understood that everyone loves their own 
district first and foremost, as he did Sussex, his adopted county.  
He wrote of it: 
 
“Each to his choice, and I rejoice 
the lot has fallen to me 
in a fair ground-in a fair ground 
Yea, Sussex by the sea!” 
 
Norman Trott 
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Recipe of the month 
 
Nutty Nibbles (makes about 40) 
 
Ingredients 
 
125g margarine, softened 
60g semolina 
100g SR flour 
90g Cheddar cheese (grated) 
Salt, black pepper 
Half level top dry mustard 
Nuts e.g. peanuts, cashew 
 
Method 
 

 Put all the ingredients (except the nuts) into a large bowl 
and work together until thoroughly blended. (can use a  
mixer or a food processor) 

 Roll small quantities into marble size balls and place on a 
greased baking sheet 

 Press a nut in the centre of each so they are slightly 
flattened 

 Bake in oven (moderate gas mark 4 or 180ºC/350ºF) for 
about 15-20 minutes until pale brown 

 Cool on a wire rack 
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Parish Magazine from Yesteryear 
 
The following are extracts from The Upper Weardale Church 
Monthly Magazine dated February 1933.  The magazine was 
circulated in the parishes of Heatherycleugh, St John’s Chapel, 
Westgate, Rookhope, Eastgate and Stanhope. 
 
Heatherycleugh 
 
At long last it seems as if we are able to get the electric lighting 
to Cowshill.  At any rate the electricians are busy with the 
installation of wiring, etc. and already the Church and Hall is 
fitted out.  But, I suppose, judging from our experience in the past 
we mustn’t be too sanguine as to when the current will be turned 
on, for that has been promised us at various dates before and 
has not matured.  If the latest ‘forecast’, however, is correct, we 
are to have it towards the end of February. 
 
Quote from The Bishop of Winchester 
 
Congregations should not be obstinately conservative in their 
attitude to new music.  They, as well as the choirs must be ready 
to learn.  I think most of us react unfavourably to a new tune, 
however superior it may be to the old, when we hear it for the 
first time.  I can think of tunes which I disliked intensely when I 
first heard them, but which I now know are much better than the 
old. 
 
A congregation has the right to object when it is given no 
opportunity of joining in the singing, but it is unreasonable if it 
refuses to learn.  The congregational practice before or after a 
service has often been found of great value in helping choir and 
people to train themselves in a higher standard of music. 
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Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

February 2017 22nd January 2017 

March 2017 19th February 2017 

April 2017 19th March 2017 

May 2017 23rd April 2017 

June 2017 21st May 2017 

July 2017 18th June 2017 

 
 
New Year Prayer 2017 
 
Lord of the Years, 
 
At the start of this New Year we ask for your presence, protection 
and guidance for every minute of every day of every month 
ahead. 
 
Thank you that we do not go into this New Year alone.  Thank 
you for loving us so much that you gave us Jesus to lead us to 
you. 
 
May we commit ourselves afresh to serve you, to love you and to 
share your love with those who don’t yet know you. 
 
May we make a difference for your Kingdom in 2017.  In Jesus 
name. 
 
Amen  
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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Gilbert and 

Armstrong 
 

The Pharmacy 

The Square, Whitwell 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caring for you and your 

medication needs 
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Puzzle corner solutions 
 
Sudoku 
 

 
 
Crossword 
 
ACROSS: 1, Armour. 4, Twelve. 8, Ulric. 9, Imitate. 10, Lectern. 
11, Trees. 12, Endurance. 17, Harem. 19, Newborn. 21, Divorce. 
22, Erica. 23, Wisest. 24, Stoned.  
 
DOWN: 1, Aquila. 2, Miracle. 3, Uncle. 5, Written. 6, Leave. 7, 
Ever so. 9, Ignorance. 13, Damaris. 14, Erosion. 15, Shadow. 16, 
Onward. 18, Raves. 20, Wheat. 
 

100 Club results 
 
4th December 2016    18th December 2016 
 

1st 92     1st 83 

2nd 79     2nd 11 

3rd 80     3rd 85 
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From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 

None this month 

 

Weddings 

None this month 

 

Funerals 

Tyler George Cheesman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings for Weddings and Baptisms 
 
Bookings for weddings and baptisms can be made by calling at 
St Lawrence Church on the 3rd Friday of each month between 
6pm and 7pm.  
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS 
 
01/01/1971 Sam Stubbins   04/07/1887 

01/01/1995 Robert Clifford Smith  30/10/1922 

02/01/2003 Derek Charles Wordley  18/02/1929 

04/01/1974 Ernest Hutchinson   29/06/1905 

05/01/1975 Florence Ruth Hobson  29/08/1898 

05/01/2008 Janet Mavis Law   23/03/1922 

05/01/2010 Warwick Turner   01/03/1936 

05/01/2014 Muriel Arnesen 'Betty' Yaw  09/01/1922 

05/01/2016 Janice Mary Jones   15/09/1938 

06/01/1979 Emma Biggin    31/03/1895 

06/01/1993 Winifred Mary Snodin 

07/01/1968 Harry Stevens Wilson  08/10/1891 

07/01/1996 Ralph Thompson   16/11/1916 

07/01/1999 Emily Holmes   18/09/1905 

07/01/1999 Richard Alfred Wardle  22/05/1944 

07/01/2009 Stephen Morton   24/10/1951 

08/01/1963 Hilda Seaton    04/03/1908 

08/01/1993 Thomas Mervyn Shaw  05/03/1926 

08/01/1994 Tim Sprowell    22/11/1965 

08/01/1996 Eva Lockwood   04/08/1920 

09/01/1980 Walter Biggin    07/01/1890 

10/01/1990 Freda Hollingworth   28/02/1916 

10/01/1990 Sidney Mawby   05/09/1915 

10/01/1992 Janey Charlesworth   19/08/1909 

10/01/2000 Thomas Platts   04/02/1915 

11/01/1980 Pamela Betty Jackson  22/08/1942 

11/01/1990 Eric Pinder    03/09/1925 

11/01/1993 Alfred Thornton 

11/01/1997 Ruby Webster   28/09/1925 

11/01/2007 Cyril Williams   08/03/1918 
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12/01/2012 Eddy Taylor    26/04/1929 

13/01/1995 Hilda Esther Kirby   07/06/1903 

13/01/2000 Mary Anne Lowe   12/09/1913 

14/01/1994 Eunice May Allison   17/05/1932 

14/01/2015 Douglas Machin   30/01/1944 

14/01/2006 George Herbert Woolley  18/03/1931 

16/01/1994 Malcolm Derek Holmes  21/02/1935 

16/01/2015 Phillip Johnson   31/03/1970 

17/01/1990 Edith Hall    12/01/1927 

18/01/1991 Clara Elizabeth Colley  08/03/1910 

19/01/1992 Janet Poynton Ingman  07/11/1930 

19/01/1997 Lesley Trevor Yaw   16/08/1926 

20/01/2010 Brian Weaver   17/11/1942 

21/01/1995 Bryan Johns    22/12/1931 

21/01/1999 Margaret Fullard   22/12/1926 

22/01/1966 William Henry Barrow  15/07/1889 

22/01/1992 Lawrence Henry Stansbury 10/08/1906 

23/01/1971 Frank Weston 

24/01/1994 Lily Margetts    25/04/1918 

25/01/1969 Maggie Elsie Wordley  30/06/1896 

25/01/1977 Eveline Webster   06/07/1912 

25/01/1995 Mabel Lomas   12/05/1904 

25/01/2014 Florence Mary Weaver  13/05/1923 

26/01/1995 Evelyn Mary Beech   16/09/1913 

27/01/1985 Harry Lloyd    19/08/1902 

29/01/1969 Wayne Jeffrey Norman Morris 08/05/1946 

30/01/1996 Doreen Cecilia Fox   24/11/1925 

30/01/1997 Robert Williams   22/05/1926 

31/01/1995 Esther May Robinson  04/01/1922 

31/01/1999 David Moore    20/03/1958 
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