
PARISH MAGAZINE 

WHITWELL with STEETLEY 

January 2018 

75p 



Useful Contacts in the Parish 
 
Priest in Charge Revd Liz Kirby 

The Vicarage, High Street, Whitwell 
  01909 722378 
      
Churchwardens  Ann Godley 

103 King Street, Hodthorpe             
01909 723514 
 
Nigel Bradshaw 
16 Longhurst View, Whitwell   
01909 722675 

 
Safeguarding Lead Jackie Stoor 

07771 250214 
       
Magazine Editor Sue Bradshaw 

01909 722675 
   suebram@sky.com 
 
Services in the Parish Churches  
 
1st and 3rd Sundays  
Whitwell – 8.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns) 
Creswell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd and 4th Sundays 
Creswell – 08.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns) 
Whitwell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd Sunday 
Steetley – 3.15pm 
Each Sunday 
Elmton – 6.00pm Eucharist 
5th Sundays 
10.30am - Sung Eucharist rotating between churches 
 
A Fellowship Group meets at St Lawrence church, Whitwell on the first 
Monday afternoon of each month at 1.30pm, followed by a Ladies 
Group at 2pm 
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Epiphany 
 
The Epiphany is an ancient Christian feast day 
and is celebrated in different ways across the 
world.  The word 'Epiphany' is Greek and 
means 'manifestation' celebrating the 
revelation of God in his Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

The feast of Epiphany originated in the East, marking the 
baptism of Jesus as well as celebrating Jesus' birth.  The 
Western Church began to celebrate Epiphany in the 4th century 
as the time when the wise-men came to visit Jesus bringing gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  In the Spanish speaking world 
Epiphany is also known as Dia de los Reyes (Three Kings Day). 
 
In the Church of England we observe Epiphany on 6th January 
and Epiphany Season runs from 6th January until Ash 
Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  The feast of Epiphany on 
January 6th also marks ‘Twelfth Night’, the end of the Christmas 
festival and traditionally the day by which all decorations should 
be taken down. 
 
In fact, during the medieval period, Christmas was celebrated for 
all of the twelve days from December 24th (Christmas Eve), until 
6th January.  Even in the 19th century, January 6th was as big a 
celebration as Christmas Day. 
 
Here are some interesting facts about Epiphany 
 

 Hundreds of years ago, roast lamb was traditionally 
served at Epiphany in honour of Christ and the three 
Kings' visit. 

 In some European countries, whoever finds the small 
statue of baby Jesus hidden inside their slice of Rosca de 
reyes Bread throws a party on Candlemas in February. 
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 In some European countries, children leave their shoes 
out the night before Epiphany to be filled with gifts and 
also leave straw for the three Kings' horses. 

 According to Greek Orthodox Church's traditions, a priest 
will bless the local river waters by throwing a cross into it, 
as worshippers try to retrieve it. 

 In Bulgaria too, Eastern Orthodox priests throw a cross in 
the sea and men dive in - competing to get to it first. 

 In Prague, there is a traditional Three Kings swim to 
commemorate Epiphany Day at the Vltava River. 

 
Reading about other traditions is always interesting and I like the 
sound of these Epiphany celebrations, except perhaps for 
swimming in the sea or river at this time of year!   
 
Epiphany brings with it the excitement of the wise-men’s journey, 
the glitter of the gold, the smell of the incense and myrrh.  It 
reminds us of a birth but also of a death; perhaps it brings 
thoughts of the transitory nature of all life and how by giving to, 
and caring for, each other we can fill one another’s lives with love 
and hope. 
 
Finally, at each Epiphany I remember the poem about the wise-
men by T.S.Elliot.  He writes of the journey which was hard but 
which changed their lives and so I pray that our journeys through 
the year ahead may change our lives as we reflect on the wise-
men and their journey to meet Jesus.  May we all meet Jesus in 
new and deeper ways this coming year. 
 
 

With love and blessings 
 

              Rev. Liz  
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The Journey of the Magi – T.S.Elliot 
 
A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a long journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter.' 
And the camels galled, sorefooted, refractory, 
Lying down in the melting snow. 
There were times we regretted 
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces, 
And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling 
and running away, and wanting their liquor and women, 
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters, 
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly 
And the villages dirty and charging high prices: 
A hard time we had of it. 
At the end we preferred to travel all night, 
Sleeping in snatches, 
With the voices singing in our ears, saying 
That this was all folly. 
 
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation; 
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness, 
And three trees on the low sky, 
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow. 
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel, 
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver, 
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins. 
But there was no information, and so we continued 
And arriving at evening, not a moment too soon 
Finding the place; it was (you might say) satisfactory. 
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All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Page 5 

Puzzle Corner (all answers on page 24) 
 
Sudoku 
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Crossword 
 

 
 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
8 How the Abyss (NIV) is described in the Authorized Version 
(Revelation 9:1) (10,3) 
9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)  
10 The Ten Commandments (9)  
11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither heaven nor hell (5)  
13 Des cons (anag.) (7)  
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16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — , they shall be like wool’ 
(Isaiah 1:18) (7)  
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)  
22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) (9)  
24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3)  
25 First and last (Revelation 22:13) (5,3,5) 
 
Down 
 
1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1 Chronicles 5:15) (6)  
2 Where David found the stone with which he killed Goliath (1 
Samuel 17:40) (6)  
3 ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy — doings heard on 
high’ (8)  
4 ‘And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their — at night’ (Luke 2:8) (6)  
5 United Society for Christian Literature (1,1,1,1)  
6 ‘If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you 
would — — or a tax collector’ (Matthew 18:17) (1,5)  
7 Where Paul was taken when things became difficult for him in 
Berea (Acts 17:15) (6)  
12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)  
14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new — ; the old has 
gone, the new has come!’ (2 Corinthians 5:17) (8)  
15 Used to colour ram skins red for use in the tabernacle 
(Exodus 25:5) (3)  
16 Vat car (anag.) (6)  
17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ 
(Romans 12:12) (6)  
18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, while our presentable parts — — special treatment’ (1 
Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)  
20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6)  
21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)  
23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in Nazareth after he stood 
up (Luke 4:16) (4) 
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 Calendar Birds – January – The Blackbird 

 
Did Paul McCartney get it right? 
About a blackbird singing at the dead of night? 
With your low soft ‘chook’ from your hedge you busk 
And a warbling ‘pink’ at dawn and dusk. 
 
But when we hear your rattling chat’ 
It’s “look out now” here comes the cat! 
With sparrow, robin, wood pigeon and wren 
You’re our resident winter garden friend 
 
With your jet black coat to match your eyes 
As your wife’s olive wash completes her guise; 
You chase your tiny chums around 
Whilst the mighty wood pigeon stands its ground 
 
But as you’re beating round the bush 
A flight arrives from a migrant thrush!  
Continued….. 
 
Vaughan Clements 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjklY7aoo_YAhWhLsAKHW_9DHwQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.songbird-survival.org.uk/FAQs/blackbird&psig=AOvVaw3RWBCankXTtCvOYwZFOwQ1&ust=1513538993332022
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Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

February 2018 20th January 2018 

March 2018 17th February 2018 

April 2018 !7th March 2018 

May 2018 22nd April 2018 

June 2018 20th May 2018 

 
 

 
 

WHITWELL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
The Square, Whitwell 

01909 723490 

 
Rooms available at very Competitive Rates 

 
Private Parties 

6pm to midnight £90 
Noon to midnight £140 

(includes main hall, bar, kitchen and buffet room) 
Cash Bingo every Wednesday evening 

Film Shows 

Coffee Mornings Saturday 9.30 to 11a.m. 
 

Photocopying, fax and laminating services available for a 
small charge 

Email: office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

Website: whitwellcommunitycentre.com

mailto:office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com
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Tea and Bingo 
 

Tea and Bingo sessions are held approximately every 6 weeks at 
the Community Centre from 2.30pm to 4pm.  They are a great 
way to make new friends and enjoy companionship and 
fellowship.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 

  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_yafrxsvXAhWMDewKHYH0Bs8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Frunningfoxbakery.co.uk%2Fproduct%2Ffoxy-voucher%2F&psig=AOvVaw07Kj-a5qOaNGgOKHLom9eF&ust=1511212272499660
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiFpKKUx8vXAhUIJewKHVjXB_IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcitygardenschool.org%2Fevent%2Fbingo-night%2F&psig=AOvVaw19B4BFnTUqljU4bUvDHhlw&ust=1511212401549216
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Dates for your diary – 2017 
 
All the following events will be held at Whitwell Community 
Centre, unless otherwise stated 

20th January  Choir Coffee Morning, 9.30am 

13th February  Pancake Lunch and Bingo, 12noon 

10th April  Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

2nd June  PCC Coffee Morning, 9.30am 

12th June  Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

24th July  Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

10th August  St Lawrence Day Lunch, 12noon 

25th August  Ladies Group Coffee Morning, 9.30am 

18th September Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

8th October  Harvest Lunch, 12noon 

13th November Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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Gilbert and 

Armstrong 

The Pharmacy 

The Square, Whitwell 
01909 720237 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caring for you and your 

medication needs 
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Recipe of the month 
 

Easy Beef Hotpot 
 
Stretch a pack of mince to make this hearty dish.  It's perfect 
eaten straight from the bowl with a spoon and some crusty bread 
on a cold winter's night. 
 
Ingredients (serves 5-6) 
 
2 onions 
300g carrots 
1kg potatoes 
450g lean minced beef 
2 beef stock cubes 
400g can baked beans 
Splash of Worcestershire sauce 
Handful of roughly chopped parsley (optional) 
 
Method 
 

 Cut each onion into eight wedges 

 Roughly chop the carrots and cut the potatoes into large 
chunks 

 Put the kettle on 

 Heat a large non-stick pan, add the mince and fry quickly, 
stirring all the time, until evenly browned. 

 Crumble in the stock cubes and mix well 

 Add the prepared vegetables, stir them around and then 
pour in 900ml/1½ pints of hot water from the kettle.  Bring 
to the boil. 

 Reduce the heat, cover and simmer for 25-30 minutes, 
until the veg are tender 

 Stir in the baked beans and a generous splash of 
Worcestershire sauce and heat through 

 Taste and add salt and pepper if necessary 

 Scatter over the parsley, then ladle the hotpot into bowls 
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The Counties of England (20) - Cornwall 
 
Cornwall is the most westerly and southerly English county.  In 
shape, it is a long, narrow peninsula over 70 miles in length, 
tapering down to Land’s End where mainland England terminates 
in the Atlantic, while the nearby Lizard is its most southerly point.  
The indented coastline, the longest of any English county, is 
spectacular and often beautiful, which lends itself to legend, 
perhaps because the true Cornish are Celts; a few still speak the 
native tongue, a language which is akin to Welsh.  Nowadays 
there is even a form of Cornish nationalism for die hard natives. 
 
The fine rocky coast, washed by massive Atlantic breakers, 
encourages surfing and a sense of romance, as appears in the 
novels of Daphne du Maurier, the Poldark stories and John 
Betjeman’s poems. 
 
Mounts Bay and St Ives and Falmouth bays are notable for their 
beaches and fishing villages.  There are also many secluded and 
restful coves.  St Michael’s Mount, with its castle, is perhaps the 
most famous seascape in England and is the source of the ‘Jack 
the giant killer’ story, while Tintagel is prized as the castle of the 
legendary King Arthur.  However, it is an unfortunate fact that 
with the loss of the tin mining industry, for which the county was 
once famous, it is now known as one of the poorest parts of 
England. 
 
Inland, the terrain is hilly in parts, though the only massive 
stretch of high ground is Bodmin Moor in the north, the highest 
point being Brown Willy (1,375 feet).  Cornwall’s only adjoining 
county is Devon, from which it is separated by the River Tamer, 
celebrated for Brunel’s Royal Albert Rail Bridge at Saltash 
(1859).  There are few other rivers of any size, although some, 
like the Fal and the Fowey, spread out into wide estuaries or rias. 
 
Cornwall was the last part of England to submit to the Anglo-
Saxon kings and later, as part of the Duchy of Cornwall, was 
‘cavalier’ in the Civil War of the 1640s.  Christianity came to the 
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district in Celtic times and Methodism was strong in the county 
from the mid 1700s due to John Wesley’s missionary preaching.  
For centuries the county was linked to Exeter cathedral until 
1876 when a new cathedral was built at Truro.  Some fine 
medieval churches still survive in, for example, Launceston, St 
Neot, Altarnun and Probus with others scattered along the coast 
in lovely situations.  In the past, on the coast, wreckers were 
active, luring stricken ships on to the rocks by setting up 
confusing lights and signals, as in the popular ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
novel. 
 
Cornwall is noted for its pleasant climate and seaside holidays.  
The Cornish Riviera Express, on the London to Penzance line, 
was popular, taking visitors to the seaside resorts in which the 
area abounds.  These include Bude, Newquay, St Ives and Looe. 
 
Bodmin is the county town and famous ports include Penzance, 
Falmouth and Fowey.  St Austell is the centre of the china clay 
industry.  Helston is renowned for its ‘Flora Dance’, held each 
year in May.  Port Isaac, Mevagissey and Padstow are pleasant 
towns and villages.  Interesting historic houses open to the public 
include Cotehele and Lanhydrock.  The Scilly Isles, 25 miles from 
Land’s End and well into the Atlantic, are part of the county of 
Cornwall. 
 
Norman Trott 
 

 



Page 20 

God’s New Year’s honours list 
 

We are all familiar with the Queen's New Year’s honours list, 
celebrating those who have made a significant contribution to 
public life.  In 2017 famous names included Andy Murray, Mo 
Farah, Ken Dodd, Patricia Routledge, Angela Rippon and 
Victoria Beckham.  However, what would God's New Year’s 
honours list look like?  In 1 Sam. 2:30 God says, ‘Those who 
honour me, I will honour’.  In this New Year, how can we honour 
God in our lives? 
 
Honouring God means giving Him reverence, submission, and 
obedience; the complete surrender of our entire lives to His glory 
and loving service.  ‘In view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true 
and proper worship.’ (Romans 12:1).  So, we might honour God 
this year in five key areas: 
 

 My Time: how can I use my time to glorify God 
(Colossians 4:5)? 

 My Gifts: how am I using my God-given gifts and abilities 
in His service (Matthew 25:14-30)? 

 My Body: in what ways do I honour God in my body (1 
Corinthians 6:18-20)? 

 My Treasure: who is in charge of my finances (Matthew 
6:24)? 

 My Heart: how do I honour God not just outwardly, but 
from my heart: ‘These people come near to me with their 
mouth and honour me with their lips, but their hearts are 
far from me’ (Isaiah 29:13)? 

 
Here's a challenge for 2018.  When we wake up each day, let’s 
ask God, ‘How can I honour you today? Please help me to 
honour you with the time, gifts, body, finance and heart that you 
have given me’.  Jesus Christ gave His life for us, and promises 
to give us the Holy Spirit to help us to serve Him.  ‘When the 
worship is over, let the service begin.’ 
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Prayer at Epiphany 
 
Lord of all, Creator of all, Please shine your light into this dark 
world.  Reveal yourself afresh we pray. Bring new sight and 
understanding to eyes blinded by commercialism, materialism, 
self-seeking and cynicism. 
 
At the start of this New Year, Lord, soften hearts and give 
wisdom, so that many will search and find you, just as the wise 
men searched and found you. 
 
And for we who already know and love you, Lord, shine on us 
that we might reflect your light and make a difference, day by 
day. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Daphne Kitching 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
 
 
Overheard on the wise men’s journey to Bethlehem 
 
“OK, we got the gold. We got the frankincense. We got the 
myrrh. Think we should also get something more practical, like 
nappies, maybe?” 
 
“I thought this was supposed to be a weekend trip... my wife is 
going to be furious.” 
 
“All this star-gazing from the back of a camel is making me sick.” 
 
“What's so WISE about wandering around the desert for three 
years?” 
 
“You know, I used to go to school with a girl name Beth Lehem.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
That’s telling 
 
Young Charles finished his Christmas holiday and headed back 
to school.  Only two days later his teacher was on the phone, 
telling his mother that he was misbehaving.  "Wait a minute!" 
protested his mum, “I had Charles here for two weeks over the 
Christmas break and I never once rang YOU when he 
misbehaved!" 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Not again! 
 
Wait a second, there's ANOTHER year? I have to do it all over 
again??? 
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Puzzle corner solutions 
 
Sudoku 

 
 
Crossword 
 
ACROSS: 
 8, Bottomless pit. 9, Ice. 10, Decalogue. 11, Limbo. 13, 
Seconds. 16, Crimson. 19, Eager. 22, Abhorrent. 24, Lap. 25, 
Alpha and Omega.  
 
DOWN: 1, Abdiel. 2, Stream. 3, Wondrous. 4, Flocks. 5, USCL. 
6, A pagan. 7, Athens. 12, IOR. 14, Creation. 15, Dye. 16, 
Cravat. 17, In hope. 18, Need no. 20, Galley. 21, Repeat. 23, 
Read. 
 
 

100 Club results 
 
17th December 2017 
 

1st 79 

2nd 19 

3rd 8 
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From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 

None 

 

Weddings 

Sarah Harris and Luke Woods 

 

Funerals 

Thomas Wilkinson 

 

 

 

 
 

Bookings for Weddings and Baptisms 
 
Bookings for weddings and baptisms can be made by calling at 
St Lawrence Church on the 3rd Friday of each month between 
6pm and 7pm.  

 



Page 26 

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS 
 

01/01/1971 Sam Stubbins   04/07/1887 

01/01/1995 Robert Clifford Smith  30/10/1922 

02/01/2003 Derek Charles Wordley  18/02/1929 

04/01/1974 Ernest Hutchinson   29/06/1905 

05/01/1975 Florence Ruth Hobson  29/08/1898 

05/01/2008 Janet Mavis Law   23/03/1922 

05/01/2010 Warwick Turner   01/03/1936 

05/01/2014 Muriel Arnesen 'Betty' Yaw  09/01/1922 

05/01/2016 Janice Mary Jones   15/09/1938 

06/01/1979 Emma Biggin    31/03/1895 

06/01/1993 Winifred Mary Snodin 

07/01/1968 Harry Stevens Wilson  08/10/1891 

07/01/1996 Ralph Thompson   16/11/1916 

07/01/1999 Emily Holmes   18/09/1905 

07/01/1999 Richard Alfred Wardle  22/05/1944 

07/01/2009 Stephen Morton   24/10/1951 

08/01/1963 Hilda Seaton    04/03/1908 

08/01/1993 Thomas Mervyn Shaw  05/03/1926 

08/01/1994 Tim Sprowell    22/11/1965 

08/01/1996 Eva Lockwood   04/08/1920 

09/01/1980 Walter Biggin    07/01/1890 

10/01/1990 Freda Hollingworth   28/02/1916 

10/01/1990 Sidney Mawby   05/09/1915 

10/01/1992 Janey Charlesworth   19/08/1909 

10/01/2000 Thomas Platts   04/02/1915 

11/01/1980 Pamela Betty Jackson  22/08/1942 

11/01/1990 Eric Pinder    03/09/1925 

11/01/1993 Alfred Thornton 

11/01/1997 Ruby Webster   28/09/1925 

11/01/2007 Cyril Williams   08/03/1918 

12/01/2012 Eddy Taylor    26/04/1929 
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12/01/2017 Doreen Jowett   04/03/1930 

13/01/1995 Hilda Esther Kirby   07/06/1903 

13/01/2000 Mary Anne Lowe   12/09/1913 

14/01/1994 Eunice May Allison   17/05/1932 

14/01/2015 Douglas Machin   30/01/1944 

14/01/2006 George Herbert Woolley  18/03/1931 

16/01/1994 Malcolm Derek Holmes  21/02/1935 

16/01/2015 Phillip Johnson   31/03/1970 

17/01/1990 Edith Hall    12/01/1927 

18/01/1991 Clara Elizabeth Colley  08/03/1910 

19/01/1992 Janet Poynton Ingman  07/11/1930 

19/01/1997 Lesley Trevor Yaw   16/08/1926 

20/01/2010 Brian Weaver   17/11/1942 

21/01/1995 Bryan Johns    22/12/1931 

21/01/1999 Margaret Fullard   22/12/1926 

22/01/1966 William Henry Barrow  15/07/1889 

22/01/1992 Lawrence Henry Stansbury 10/08/1906 

23/01/1971 Frank Weston 

23/01/2017 Ena Green    20/06/1946 

24/01/1994 Lily Margetts    25/04/1918 

24/01/2017 Dirk Cornelis Plug   22/01/1936 

25/01/1969 Maggie Elsie Wordley  30/06/1896 

25/01/1977 Eveline Webster   06/07/1912 

25/01/1995 Mabel Lomas   12/05/1904 

25/01/2014 Florence Mary Weaver  13/05/1923 

26/01/1995 Evelyn Mary Beech   16/09/1913 

27/01/1985 Harry Lloyd    19/08/1902 

29/01/1969 Wayne Jeffrey Norman Morris 08/05/1946 

30/01/1996 Doreen Cecilia Fox   24/11/1925 

30/01/1997 Robert Williams   22/05/1926 

31/01/1995 Esther May Robinson  04/01/1922 

31/01/1999 David Moore    20/03/1958 
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