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Useful Contacts in the Parish 
 
Rector Revd Liz Kirby 

The Vicarage, High Street, Whitwell 
  01909 722378 
      
Churchwardens  Ann Godley 

01909 723514 
 
Nigel Bradshaw 
01909 722675 

 
Lay Reader  Lynne Parker 
   01909 530994 
 
Safeguarding Lead Jackie Stoor 

07771 250214 
       
Magazine Editor Sue Bradshaw 

01909 722675 
   suebram@sky.com 
 
Services in the Parish Churches  
 
1st and 3rd Sundays  
Whitwell – 8.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns) 
Creswell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd and 4th Sundays 
Creswell – 08.30am, Eucharist (3 hymns) 
Whitwell – 10.30am, Sung Eucharist 
2nd Sunday 
Steetley – 3.15pm 
Each Sunday 
Elmton – 6.00pm Eucharist 
5th Sundays 
10.30am - Sung Eucharist rotating between churches 
 
A Fellowship Group meets at St Lawrence church, Whitwell on the first 
Monday afternoon of each month at 1.30pm, followed by a Ladies Group 
at 2pm 
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New Year 
 
It’s hard to think about New Year in November, which is when I’m 
writing this because the magazine needs to go to print early in 
December. 
 
As I write this the leaves are falling all over the garden and I’m 
beginning to be able to see beyond the garden across the fields.  I 
love this time of year because I do love the long view across the 
fields to the distant woods; summer is good too but the garden 
feels much more closed in then and sometimes I long for a wider 
and deeper view. 
 
Perhaps it’s a rather trite analogy to make, but just as I can’t see 
far in summer, none of us can see far into our futures.  It’s very 
easy in summer to forget that beyond the trees and hedges of our 
garden, there are fields and trees and the beauty of the 
countryside.  It’s all too easy in life to be blinded by the problems 
and difficulties we face and to forget the wider perspective. 
 
There is a sense of rightness to me about New Year happening 
when our view is less restricted and we can see further ahead 
practically at the same time as we are looking forward 
metaphorically into a new year. 
 
The message of Christmas encourages us to look forward, 
because Christmas gives hope that however dark the world 
seems, God is in the world with us. 
 
The message of Christmas brings light, love and hope and these 
are three things we will need to hang onto as we go into 2019.  
There will be times in the year ahead when we feel we just don’t 
know where we are going, both personally but also in public life as 
we await to see what Brexit actually means after all the rhetoric 
and promises.  But whatever the situation we find ourselves in, 
Christmas has given us the promise that God is walking with us. 
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I pray that we will all know God walking close to us as we enter the 
New Year and that we will feel God’s presence guiding us and 
lighting our way forward wherever this year takes us. 
 
 
 

With love and blessings for 2019 
 

              Rev. Liz  
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Polite Poetic Parodies 1, Calendar Birds does Longfellow 
 
Longfellow wrote ‘Hiawatha’ 
In trochaic tetrameter, 
Finnish measure it did borrow, 
Here to follow, in his honour 
 
Syllables of avian musings, 
Stuff of legend and tradition, 
From the meadows, lakes and forests; 
From the hedgerows and the gardens, 
 
January brought the blackbird, 
Dusk and dawn from hedges busking; 
February, song thrush lyrics, 
Mistles, redwings, fieldfares joining 
 
Melodies of March’s siskins, 
Spring to welcome, from the pine tops. 
April’s soaring seranader, 
Crested lapwing, moonlight diner 
 
May time mayhem, moorhens jousting, 
Nervous gurglers run on water. 
June’s hedge sparrow was a dunnock; 
Bird of legend; killed Cock Robin. 
 
Mute swans, July’s loving symbol; 
Swan song myth, but ugly ducklings. 
Swallows brought an august summer, 
Swifts careering, martins house hunt. 
 
Road runners, September pheasants; 
“Do not shoot us, Hiawatha!” 
‘Harvest home’ October wheat fields, 
Through the stalks wood pigeons forage. 
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Barn owl wisdom, deep perception, 
Eyes ‘all seeing’ pierce November. 
Then December brought the robin, 
Emblem of the festive season. 
 
Vaughan Clements  
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Puzzle Corner (all answers on page 23) 
 
Sudoku 
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Crossword 
 

 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
1 Protective covering recommended to the Ephesians (Ephesians 
6:11) (6) 
4 The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) (6)  
8 Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48 years, who became the 
first saint to be canonized by a pope (5)  
9 ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’ (3 John 11) (7)  
10 Reading desk in a church (7)  
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11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like — walking 
around”’ (Mark 8:24) (5)  
12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue (1 
Timothy 6:11) (9) 
17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher 
(Ecclesiastes 2:8) (5) 
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7) 
21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s hearts 
were hard (Matthew 19:8) (7) 
22 Girl’s name (5)  
23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)  
24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being — 
(Acts 7:59) (6) 
 
Down 
 
1 A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla (Acts 
18:2) (6) 
2 For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand, 
walking on water (John 7:21) (7) 
3 Abram’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5)  
5 ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’”’ 
(Matthew 4:4) (7)  
6 ‘Peace I — with you; my peace I give you’ (John 14:27) (5)  
7 ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but 
death separates you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)  
9 Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)  
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to the 
Areopagus in Athens (Acts 17:34) (7)  
14 Or noise (anag.) (7)  
15 ‘Even though I walk through the valley of the — of death, I will 
fear no evil’ (Psalm 23:4) (6)  
16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6)  
18 Saver (anag.) (5)  
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains 
only a single seed’ (John 12:24) (5) 
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The Counties of England (32) – Middlesex 
 

Middlesex, the land of the Middle Saxons, is the second smallest 
county in area in England, although as most of it has been 
‘absorbed’ by Greater London it is easily the most densely 
populated of all and much of it is mile upon mile of suburban 
housing interspersed with parks.  It is situated immediately north 
of the Thames and it still retains its administrative identity through 
Middlesex Guildhall in Westminster, although Brentford was at one 
time the county town.  Nowadays the shire is largely divided up 
into municipal boroughs and on a daily basis one is only aware of 
Middlesex as a postal district and for its county cricket team, which 
plays most of its matches at Lord’s in London. 
 
The county, being in the Thames basin, is mainly flat land 
composed of sands, gravels and clay, although there are hills in 
the north, particularly around Stanmore, while the spire of Harrow-
on-Hill church is kept well lit at night as it is a beacon for aircraft 
flying into Heathrow.  Nearby is the school attended by Sir Winston 
Churchill and Lord Shaftesbury.  The latter, on seeing a pauper 
funeral, was so moved as an adult he promoted legislation to 
improve the conditions of the poor in Victorian times.  Byron is 
buried in the churchyard near a fine view of the surrounding 
countryside where he sat as a boy and which he called “spot of my 
youth”.  John Betjeman compared Harrow and Wembley to 
Cornish beaches, describing the church yard imaginatively as “full 
of sailors graves” to which he added “the rumbling of the tube train 
is the tumbling of the rollers as they gather up for plunging into 
caves”. 
 
Despite the fact that Middlesex is largely built upon it does have 
some countryside with farms at such places as Harefield and 
Pinner.  Pinner has an annual Whitsun fair (now a fun fair) dating 
from 1356.  Its charter states that if there is no fair in any one year 
it will thereby cease permanently, so during World War II it was 
reduced on occasion to a roundabout and swings that at least kept 
it alive.  Many districts still have old village centres which retain 
their rural character with church, shops and historic inns. 
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Middlesex is the headquarters of a number of sports in addition to 
cricket.  What more needs to be said of soccer at Wembley 
Stadium with memories of England winning the World Cup in 1966 
and scores of notable international matches, as well as great FA 
Cup Finals?  Similarly, Twickenham is the home of English Rugby 
Union Football and England international matches. 
 
Of interesting historic houses, the most famous is Hampton Court, 
built by Cardinal Wolsey but which soon passed to Henry VIII.  The 
houses at Syon Park and Osterley Park come next.  Ham House 
at Richmond, Kenwood (Hampstead) and the Georgian Gothic 
called Strawberry Hill at Twickenham are others. 
 
Being close to London, many famous personages are connected 
with the county, far too many to mention, although it is worth 
recalling that in Highgate cemetery are the graves of such notables 
as George Eliot, the female novelist, Michael Faraday, the 
scientist and Karl Marx the author of Das Capital and the 
Communist Manifesto, whose grave is surmounted by a huge bust 
of the deceased and which is visited by people from all over the 
world. 
 
Norman Trott 
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Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

February 2019 20th January 2019 

March 2019 17th February 2019 

April 2019 24th March 2019 

May 2019 21st April 2019 

 
 
 

 
 

WHITWELL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
The Square, Whitwell 

01909 723490 

 
Rooms available at very Competitive Rates 

 
Private Parties 

6pm to midnight £90 
Noon to midnight £140 

(includes main hall, bar, kitchen and buffet room) 
Cash Bingo every Wednesday evening 

Film Shows 
Coffee Mornings Saturday 9.30 to 11a.m. 

 
Photocopying, fax and laminating services available for a 

small charge 
Email: office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

Website: whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

  

mailto:office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com
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Recipe of the month 
 

Sweet potato and butternut squash soup with lemon and 
garlic toast 
 
Roast your vegetables in honey before blitzing into this velvety 
smooth, spiced soup, served with garlicky, zesty ciabatta slices for 
dipping 
 
Ingredients (serves 8-10) 
 
For the soup 
 
500g sweet potatoes, peeled and diced 
1 butternut squash, peeled, deseeded and diced 
1 tbsp clear honey 
1 tbsp olive oil, plus a drizzle 
2 onions, roughly chopped 
3 garlic cloves, crushed 
1 litre vegetable or chicken stock 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 tsp grated nutmeg 
100ml double cream 
 
For the toast 
 
1 tbsp olive oil 
3 garlic cloves, crushed 
100g butter, at room temperature 
Zest 1 lemon 
2 tbsp snipped chives 
1 tbsp chopped thyme 
2 ciabatta loaves, cut into slices 
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Method 
 

 Heat oven to 220ºC/200ºC fan/Gas 7 

 Put the sweet potato and butternut squash on a baking tray 
and add the honey and a drizzle of olive oil 

 Roast for 40-45 minutes until soft and starting to caramelise 
at the edges, stirring occasionally 

 Fry the onions in 1 tbsp olive oil until soft, then add the 
garlic, chicken stock, cinnamon and nutmeg 

 Bring to the boil, and simmer for 5 minutes 

 Remove the sweet potatoes and butternut squash from the 
oven and add to the pan with the stock 

 Blend everything until smooth using a stick blender 

 Stir in most of the cream and bring back to a gentle simmer 
and season with salt and pepper to taste 

 To make the lemon and garlic toasts, gently warm the olive 
oil and garlic in a pan over a low heat for a few minutes, the 
garlic should be softened but not browned 

 Remove from the heat and mix in the butter and lemon zest 
until smooth 

 Leave to cool, then stir in the chives and thyme 

 Toast the ciabatta slices and top each with a spoonful of 
garlic butter 

 Serve with the soup, drizzled with the remaining cream and 
some black pepper 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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Gilbert and 

Armstrong 

The Pharmacy 

The Square, Whitwell 
01909 720237 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caring for you and your 

medication needs   
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Those Potholes of January 
 
In winter when I drive my car 
I all too often feel a jar – 
That awful, cracking, grinding jolt 
Which brings my vehicle to a halt. 
I sit, and try to comprehend 
What’s brought my journey to an end? 
Then words and phrases can’t console – 
For I have gone and hit a hole! 
 
A hole I didn’t see or seek 
It wasn’t there at all last week! 
It’s full of water, just a puddle 
But now it’s caused an awful muddle. 
I’ve bust an axle, blown a tyre 
Such menaces as do conspire 
To leave us drivers sad and lost 
They’re all the work of Mister Frost! 
 
He comes by dark – he works at night 
His wicked deeds are out of sight. 
He works those tricks which drivers dread 
When we are all asleep in bed, 
All snuggled in against the cold, 
While he’s about dark deeds untold. 
So hearken to my dismal ode – 
Jack’s made a pothole in the road! 
 
Nigel Beeton 
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Prayer List - Reminder 
 
If you know of a parishioner who is unwell and would wish for their 
name to be included on the list to be read out within the prayers 
as part of the service each Sunday, please add their name to the 
list hanging up at the back of the church.  This list will be replaced 
at the end of each month.  Therefore, if there is someone who 
requires our continued prayers please add their name to the new 
list at the end of each month. 
 
This will ensure the list is kept current and relevant. 
 
Thank-you for your co-operation in this matter. 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
 
 
A vicar in a small country church was looking forward to an 
important visit from his bishop, which would involve the bishop 
staying overnight at the vicarage after the service.  His young son 
became very excited, as he had never spoken to a bishop before. 
 
The vicar decided that his young son should be allowed to knock 
on the bishop’s door in the morning and take him in his morning 
tea.  His father gave him instructions: “First, knock on the door of 
the bishop’s room and then say loud and clear, "It's the boy, my 
Lord, it's time to get up." 
 
The young son was very excited and rehearsed his lines, repeating 
them over and over.  Finally, the bishop came and spent the night.  
Next morning the young lad went to the door and knocked.  He 
cried loudly, "It's the Lord, my boy, and your time is up!" 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

An old, tired-looking dog wandered into my house.  Slowly he 
walked into the sitting room and fell asleep on the rug for an hour.  
The next day he was back for another nap.  This daily visit and 
snooze continued for several weeks.  Curious, I finally pinned a 
note to his collar, “Are you are aware that your sweet dog comes 
to my house each day for a nap?" 
 
The next day he arrived with a different note pinned to his collar, 
"He lives in a home with six children; he's trying to catch up on his 
sleep.  Can I come with him tomorrow?" 
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A woman walked into the kitchen to find her husband stalking 
around with a folded newspaper.  “I'm hunting flies”, he muttered.  
“So far I've got three males and two females”. 
 
Intrigued, the woman asked how he could tell them apart.  Her 
husband replied, “Easy.  Three were on my tin of beer and two 
were on the phone”. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
A man was driving down the street in a panic because he had an 
important meeting and couldn't find a parking place.  Looking up 
toward heaven he said, "Lord, take pity on me.  If you find me 
somewhere to park, I will go to church every Sunday for the rest 
of my life”.  Miraculously a parking place appeared.  The man 
looked up again and said, “Never mind. I found one”. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Show me a thoroughly satisfied man and I will show you a failure.  
Anon 
 
Egotism is an odd disease.  It makes everybody sick but the one 
who has it.  Anon 
 
Peace is not packaged in pills.  Vance Havner 
 
The minutes spent at the dinner table won’t make you fat but the 
seconds will.  Anon 
 
Marriage is a perpetual test of character.  Anon 
 
The conduct of our lives is the only proof of the sincerity of our 
hearts.  Robert Wilson 
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All in the month of January 
 
It was: 
 
90 years ago, on 6th January 1929 that Mother Teresa arrived in 
Calcutta, India to begin working with the poor and sick. 
 
80 years ago, on 26th January 1939 that General Franco’s forces 
captured Barcelona as part of the Spanish Civil War. 
 
70 years ago, on 1st January 1949 that the British Nationality Act 
came into effect.  It established the status of ‘Citizen of the United 
Kingdom and Colonies’ and granted those citizens the right to 
enter and live in the United Kingdom. 
 
60 years ago, on 8th January 1959 that Charles De Gaulle was 
inaugurated as President of France. 
 
50 years ago, on 30th January 1969 that the Beatles gave their last 
public performance, on the roof of Apple Studios in London. 
 
40 years ago, on 7th January 1979 that Vietnamese troops 
captured the Cambodian capital Phnom Phenh and overthrew Pol 
Pot and the Khmer Rouge government. 
 
30 years ago, on 8th January 1989 that the Kegworth air disaster 
took place.  A British Midland Boeing 737 crashed onto the M1 
motorway in Leicestershire while attempting an emergency 
landing at East Midlands Airport.  47 people were killed and 74 
injured. 
 
20 years ago, on 1st January 1999 that the Euro officially became 
the new currency in 11 European countries.  (Coins and banknotes 
entered circulation in January 2002) 
 
10 years ago, on 20th January 2009 that Barack Obama was 
inaugurated as the 44th President of the USA.  
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Dates for your diary – 2019 
 
All the following events will be held at Whitwell Community 
Centre, unless otherwise stated 

26th January  Choir Coffee Morning, 9.30am 

12th February  Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

5th March  Pancake Lunch, 12noon 

27th April  PCC Coffee Morning, 9.30am 

28th May  Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

16th July   Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

9th August  St Lawrence Day Lunch, 12noon 

24th August  Ladies Group Coffee Morning, 9.30am 

10th September Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 

7th October  Harvest Lunch, 12noon 
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.Puzzle corner solutions 
 
Sudoku 

 
 
Crossword 
 
ACROSS: 
1, Armour. 4, Twelve. 8, Ulric. 9, Imitate. 10, Lectern. 11, Trees. 
12, Endurance. 17, Harem. 19, Newborn. 21, Divorce. 22, Erica. 
23, Wisest. 24, Stoned 
  
DOWN: 
1, Aquila. 2, Miracle. 3, Uncle. 5, Written. 6, Leave. 7, Ever so. 9, 
Ignorance. 13, Damaris. 14, Erosion. 15, Shadow. 16, Onward. 18, 
Raves. 20, Wheat 

 
100 Club results 
 
16th December 2018 
 

1st 38 

2nd 49 

3rd 45 
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From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 

None 

 

Weddings 

None 

 

Funerals 

Valerie Medlam 

Phyllis Regina Tranter 

 

 
 
 
 

Bookings for Weddings and Baptisms 
 
Bookings for weddings and baptisms can be made by calling at St 
Lawrence Church on the 3rd Friday of each month between 6pm 
and 7pm.  
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS 
 

01/01/1971 Sam Stubbins    04/07/1887 

01/01/1995 Robert Clifford Smith   30/10/1922 

02/01/2003 Derek Charles Wordley  18/02/1929 

04/01/1974 Ernest Hutchinson   29/06/1905 

05/01/1975 Florence Ruth Hobson  29/08/1898 

05/01/2008 Janet Mavis Law   23/03/1922 

05/01/2010 Warwick Turner   01/03/1936 

05/01/2014 Muriel Arnesen 'Betty' Yaw  09/01/1922 

05/01/2016 Janice Mary Jones   15/09/1938 

06/01/1979 Emma Biggin    31/03/1895 

06/01/1993 Winifred Mary Snodin 

07/01/1968 Harry Stevens Wilson  08/10/1891 

07/01/1996 Ralph Thompson   16/11/1916 

07/01/1999 Emily Holmes    18/09/1905 

07/01/1999 Richard Alfred Wardle  22/05/1944 

07/01/2009 Stephen Morton   24/10/1951 

08/01/1963 Hilda Seaton    04/03/1908 

08/01/1974 Charles Edward Newton  08/04/1919 

08/01/1993 Thomas Mervyn Shaw  05/03/1926 

08/01/1994 Tim Sprowell    22/11/1965 

08/01/1996 Eva Lockwood   04/08/1920 

09/01/1980 Walter Biggin    07/01/1890 

10/01/1990 Freda Hollingworth   28/02/1916 

10/01/1990 Sidney Mawby   05/09/1915 

10/01/1992 Janey Charlesworth   19/08/1909 

10/01/2000 Thomas Platts   04/02/1915 

11/01/1980 Pamela Betty Jackson  22/08/1942 

11/01/1990 Eric Pinder    03/09/1925 

11/01/1993 Alfred Thornton 

11/01/1997 Ruby Webster   28/09/1925 

11/01/2007 Cyril Williams    08/03/1918 

12/01/2012 Eddy Taylor    26/04/1929 
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12/01/2017 Doreen Jowett   04/04/1930 

13/01/1995 Hilda Esther Kirby   07/06/1903 

13/01/2000 Mary Anne Lowe   12/09/1913 

13/01/2018 John Taylor    22/01/1935 

14/01/1994 Eunice May Allison   17/05/1932 

14/01/2015 Douglas Machin   30/01/1944 

14/01/2006 George Herbert Woolley  18/03/1931 

16/01/1994 Malcolm Derek Holmes  21/02/1935 

16/01/2015 Phillip Johnson   31/03/1970 

17/01/1990 Edith Hall    12/01/1927 

18/01/1991 Clara Elizabeth Colley  08/03/1910 

19/01/1992 Janet Poynton Ingman  07/11/1930 

19/01/1997 Lesley Trevor Yaw   16/08/1926 

20/01/2010 Brian Weaver    17/11/1942 

21/01/1995 Bryan Johns    22/12/1931 

21/01/1999 Margaret Fullard   22/12/1926 

22/01/1966 William Henry Barrow  15/07/1889 

22/01/1992 Lawrence Henry Stansbury  10/08/1906 

23/01/1971 Frank Weston 

23/01/2017 Ena Green    20/06/1946 

24/01/1994 Lily Margetts    25/04/1918 

24/01/2017 Dirk Cornelis Plug   22/01/1936 

25/01/1969 Maggie Elsie Wordley  30/06/1896 

25/01/1977 Eveline Webster   06/07/1912 

25/01/1995 Mabel Lomas    12/05/1904 

25/01/2014 Florence Mary Weaver  13/05/1923 

26/01/1995 Evelyn Mary Beech   16/09/1913 

27/01/1985 Harry Lloyd    19/08/1902 

29/01/1969 Wayne Jeffrey Norman Morris 08/05/1946 

30/01/1996 Doreen Cecilia Fox   24/11/1925 

30/01/1997 Robert Williams   22/05/1926 

31/01/1995 Esther May Robinson  04/01/1922 

31/01/1999 David Moore    20/03/1958 

31/01/2018 John Rodney Taylor   29/04/1942 
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Bible Readings for December 
 

6th January 2019 

 Isaiah 60: 1-6 

 Ephesians 3: 1-12 

 

13th January 2019 

 Isaiah 43: 1-7 

 Acts 8: 14-17 

 

20th January 2019 

 Isaiah 62: 1-5 

 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 

 

27th January 2019 

 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a 
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