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The Bishop of Repton  The Archdeacon of Chesterfield 
The  Rt. Revd Jan McFarlane  The Venerable Carol Coslett 
Repton House, 39 Hickton Road, Tel. 01332 388676 
Swanwick, Alfreton, DE551AF 
 

Useful Contacts in the Benefice 
 
Rector Currently vacant 
 
Lay Reader Lynne Parker, Tel: 01909 530994 
 
Magazine Sue Bradshaw, Tel: 01909 722675 
Editor  e-mail: suebram@sky.com 
 
Churchwardens 
 
Creswell Lewis Marriott, Tel 01909 721564 or 07973 823857 
  Deputy - Dennis Smedley, Tel: 01909 721481 

Elmton Bob Glassey, Tel: 01909 720242 or 07502 005108 
  Deputy – Kevin Jones, Tel: 01909 723241 

Whitwell with Steetley Ann Godley, Tel: 01909 723514 
Nigel Bradshaw, Tel: 01909 722675 

 
Safeguarding Lead 
 
Elmton with Creswell Margaret Froggett, Tel: 01909 723342 
Whitwell with Steetley Jackie Stoor, Tel: 07776 149986 
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Services for August 
 

Sunday 4th August 
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  8.30am 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene Creswell 10.30am 
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 
Wednesday 7th August 
Said Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.30am 
 
Sunday 11th August 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 8.30am 
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  10.30am 
Holy Communion All Saints Chapel, Steetley  3.15pm 
Holy Communion St. Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 
Wednesday 14th August 
Said Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 9.30am 
 
Sunday 18th August 
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  8.30am 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.30am 
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 
Wednesday 21st August 
Said Communion St Lawrence Whitwell  9.30am 
 
Sunday 25th August 

Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 8.30am 
Holy Communion St. Lawrence Whitwell  10.30am 
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 

Wednesday 28th August 
Said Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 9.30am 
 
 

A Fellowship Group meets at St Lawrence Church, Whitwell on the first 
Monday of each month at 1.30pm, followed by a Ladies Group at 2pm 
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Interregnum 
 
A message from the Area Dean, Rev'd Canon Karen Hamblin, 
regarding the interregnum. 
 
With Rev Liz Kirby retiring there are now four churches without a 
priest making up the United Benefice, they are St. Peter’s, Elmton 
with St. Mary Magdalene, Creswell and St. Lawrence, Whitwell 
with All Saints, Steetley. 
 
In a vacancy like this, that may last for a while, there are a number 
of things that can be done and for these four churches we are 
trying to build a team of people, including the Churchwardens, the 
Reader, a number of retired clergy (esp. Rev. Canons Allan Lacey 
and Frank Mercurio) and a range of crucial volunteers to work 
together to keep things moving.  In addition, the PCCs have an 
increased amount of responsibility.  Overall the churches are 
watched over by the Area Dean and clergy from other churches in 
the Deanery and beyond can be asked to help with services as 
well. 
 
There are some things that can be done well separately and other 
things that can be done better together and we are looking at the 
latter in a couple of areas to start with, working especially with Rev 
Bryony Taylor, the Rector of Barlborough and Clowne. 
 
Legally, a number of things need to happen to prepare for any new 
appointment, full or part-time, and these are looking at what the 
churches are already doing in terms of worship, mission and 
serving the community and doing something like an audit, using 
this to think about vision and help prepare a parish profile, 
appointing representatives from each parish to be part of the 
appointing team, advertising, shortlisting and interviewing.  Any 
recommendation from interview is then made to the Bishop of 
Derby who formally makes the appointment.  A slightly simplified 
account of the process and it needs lots of prayer too! 
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For all the Churches, PCCs, Church officers and volunteers, a 
vacancy can be an opportunity to grow in faith and perseverance 
and the important things are prayer and pace.  Keeping going in 
doing and prayer is a team effort and it’s really important to keep 
relationships in and between the different churches healthy, 
friendly, gracious and forgiving!  In other words, full of the love of 
Christ. 
 
My thanks to all of you who already do so much and my prayers 
and support go with you on this stage of your journey together. 
 
Rev'd Canon Karen Hamblin 
Area Dean to the North East Derbyshire Deanery 
 
 

 
 
 

Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

September 2019 18th August 2019 

October 2019 22nd September 2019 

November 2019 20th October 2019 

December 2019 17th November 2019 

mailto:suebram@sky.com
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WHITWELL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
The Square, Whitwell 

01909 723490 

 
Rooms available at very Competitive Rates 

 
Private Parties 

6pm to midnight £90 
Noon to midnight £140 

(includes main hall, bar, kitchen and buffet room) 
Cash Bingo every Wednesday evening 

Film Shows 
Coffee Mornings Saturday 9.30 to 11a.m. 

 
Photocopying, fax and laminating services available for a 

small charge 
Email: office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

Website: whitwellcommunitycentre.com 

     

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

                    ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

TEST & INSPECTION ENGINEERS 
PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY CONSULTANTS 
FIRE ALARM & INTRUDER ALARM SERVICING 

 
TEL: 01909 723931 
 
 

  
  

26 Elmton Road 
Creswell 
Worksop 
Notts. S80 4ES 
  
Tel. 01909 723 931 

mailto:office@whitwellcommunitycentre.com
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Crossword (answers on page 31) 

 
 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
1 ‘The people were — at his teaching’ (Mark 1:22) (6)  
4 ‘He saved —; let him save himself’ (Luke 23:35) (6)  
8 He addressed the crowd in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:14) (5)  
9 Father of James and John (Matthew 4:21) (7)  
10 One who charges another with an offence (Job 31:35) (7)  
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11 ‘ — thy ministers with righteousness’ (Book of Common Prayer) 
(5)  
12 and 15 Down ‘All — is God-breathed and is — for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness’ (2 Timothy 
3:16) (9, 6) 
17 ‘No — of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant 
of the field had yet sprung up’ (Genesis 2:5) (5) 
19 Made to feel embarrassed (Isaiah 24:23) (7)  
21 This man built his house on sand (Matthew 7:26) (7)  
22 David’s hypocritical message to Joab on the death in battle of 
Uriah: ‘Don’t let this — you’ (2 Samuel 11:25) (5)  
23 Detest (Job 10:1) (6)  
24 ‘God made two great lights, the greater light to govern the day 
and the — light to govern the night’ (Genesis 1:16) (6) 
 
Down 
 
1 To make a serious request (1 Corinthians 1:10) (6)  
2 Launches an assault against (Genesis 32:8) (7)  
3 ‘The wicked man — deceptive wages’ (Proverbs 11:18) (5)  
5 Tuba ale (anag.) (7)  
6 ‘The day thou gavest, Lord, is — ’ (5)  
7 Old Testament measure of weight, equivalent to about 12 
grammes (Exodus 30:13) (6)  
9 Where Elijah restored life to the son of a widow with whom he 
lodged (1 Kings 17:10) (9)  
13 Paul said of whatever was to his profit, ‘I consider them — , that 
I may gain Christ and be found in him’ (Philippians 3:8) (7)  
14 City visited by Paul, described by the city clerk as ‘the guardian 
of the temple of the great Artemis’ (Acts 19:35) (7)  
15 See 12 Across  
16 Rioted (anag.) (6)  
18 She had a surprise when she answered the door and found 8 
Across outside (Acts 12:13) (5)  
20 Maltreat (1 Chronicles 10:4) (5) 
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Dates for your diary – 2019 
 
9th August  St Lawrence Day Lunch, 12noon 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

16th August  Afternoon Tea, 3.30pm 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

24th August  Ladies Group Coffee Morning, 9.30am 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

10th September Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

7th October  Harvest Lunch, 12noon 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

22nd November Christmas Lunch and Stalls 
   Whitwell Community Centre 
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Sir Roger Manners of Whitwell (1575/6-1632) 
Part 1 – The Elizabethan Years 

 
An interesting figure in the history of North East Derbyshire is this 
Knight of Whitwell, a Derbyshire man, although not born in the 
parish.  He first saw daylight at Haddon, being a younger son of 
Sir John Manners and Dorothy (nee Vernon).  This was during the 
Reformation period when the Manners family, as Protestants, 
supported the Tudors, while the Vernons remained Catholics.  The 
story that Sir John stole off young Dorothy on the night of her elder 
sister’s wedding reception to a clandestine marriage is known to 
be a fable.  They married openly, but Dorothy, after having a 
family, died young, for Roger was no more than 5 years old at the 
time. 
 
Sir John, a son of the Earl of Rutland of Belvoir, lived on their 
Haddon estate where he would have had the duty of training the 
local militia to face the Spanish Armada invasion forces had they 
landed in 1588.  So it is likely that Roger, then aged 12 would have 
been trained as a young squire to support a knight, since boys 
could be given such duties at an early age at that time.  It is not 
known whether he was taught at home or in a local Grammar 
school, there to study Latin. 
 
We first hear of him in 1595-6 as a law student at the Inner Temple 
in London, one of the Inns of Court where lawyers got their 
training.  He probably heard some important trials in Westminster 
Hall and although he had no intention of practising law, he needed 
to know something of it for his future career as a JP and judge in 
the village manorial court.  When in London did he perhaps see 
plays at the Curtain Theatre like Romeo and Juliet or Midsummer 
Night’s Dream by a certain Will Shakespeare? 
 
While Sir John intended the Haddon Hall estate to pass to his 
eldest son, George, who already lived there.  He bought Whitwell 
Hall and the land of the parish in 1598, intending them for Roger.  
They both lived there with Roger, by then in his early 20s.  Sir John 
re-built the old Whitwell Hall much as we see it today. 
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Roger’s cousin, another Roger and Earl of Rutland, was a close 
friend of Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, Elizabeth I’s favourite 
and a leading military commander in the 1590s.  Since there are 
references to military prowess on Roger’s Whitwell tomb, we may 
wonder whether he went on some of Essex’s naval / military 
expeditions with his cousin, perhaps to the Azores in 1597, the 
Low Countries or Ireland (1599-1600). 
 
One thing is certain, in 1601, when the arrogant Essex realized his 
Irish campaign was a failure, he raised rebellion against Elizabeth 
in London, but it was a complete fiasco and Essex was executed.  
Roger’s cousin, the Earl of Rutland, almost suffered the same fate, 
but an elderly uncle, a Roger Manners of Lincolnshire who was 
one of Elizabeth’s oldest courtiers and her great friend, 
successfully pleaded for the young earl’s life and he got away with 
imprisonment and a fine. 
 
However, Elizabeth called a parliament in 1601 and Uncle Roger 
persuaded Roger of Whitwell to stand as MP in the family seat in 
Retford, where he was elected.  Roger may not have enjoyed the 
experience since the family were tainted as traitors and in disgrace 
for he never sat in parliament again, but before he left, Roger must 
have heard Elizabeth’s last and greatest speech to parliament, her 
‘Golden Speech’.  She concluded with, “And though you have had 
and may have many princes more mighty and wise sitting in this 
seat, yet you never had nor shall have any that will be more careful 
and loving.” 
 
Elizabeth died in 1603 and the messenger speeding along the 
Great North Road to King James VI in Edinburgh would have 
spread the sad news along the way as he journeyed. 
 
To be continued………………. 
 
Norman Trott 
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Plumbing & Heating Services {Gas Safe Registered} 

 
New Kitchens Fitted 

 
New Bathrooms Fitted 

 
General Property Maintenance 

 
Contact Ian Pattison – Creswell 

 
Telephone : 07973 733070 
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Local History Corner 
 
Creswell Summer 1947 
 
In May 1947, an Area Pit Production Team held a draw for tickets 
for the Cup Final and Rugby International at Wembley.  The names 
of men who had been consistent in attendance at work over the 
years were eligible to be entered into this.  The lucky man, who 
won tickets for himself and his wife for the Rugby Final on 3rd May, 
was Ted Jones, aged 55 years and a local coal face timber man 
who lived at 142 Welbeck Street, Creswell.  Between 3rd 
September 1939 and 7th August 1946, the whole war period, he 
worked every shift available at the colliery and since then had only 
been off work for 2 shifts.  He and his wife were given 2 tickets, 
travelling vouchers and 10/- each to spend on the day. 
 
Also in May, an Industrial Service was held in Creswell Church 
when hymns and psalms were chosen and the Rev. Branson gave 
an address on the theme ‘Relation of Industry to Religion’. 
 
In May, the Elmton and Creswell Pig Club held a meeting presided 
over by Mr D Fretwell.  It was reported that there was a decline in 
members and pigs owing to the problem of available meal supplies 
for the animals.  People had kept both pigs and hens during the 
war and still meat and eggs were rationed.  A farmer, whose land 
was near Elmton Green, was irate that the local council had 
accused him of dumping lime on the Green and making ruts on the 
land when he was carting farm materials around.  He was adamant 
that he hadn’t dumped lime and wondered if he should use an 
aeroplane to carry things around and avoid spoiling the Green!  He 
suggested that perhaps the council could provide drinking water 
and a lavatory to accommodate the visitors who came and 
pestered the villagers for these things.  He noted that also the 
council should make arrangements to keep the weeds down on 
the Green. 
 
The naming of the new council houses built on land behind Elmton 
Road was being considered.  The continuation of Portland Avenue 
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was easy and other suggestions of Sherwood Avenue and West 
Street were liked, but for some reason people objected to the 
name East Street.  However, all the names were eventually 
approved. 
 
News reached Creswell that S/Ldr JT Shaw, D.S.O., D.F.C. had 
been notified by the Belgian Government that he had been 
awarded their highest decoration, Chevalier of the Order of 
Leopold with Palm and also the Croix de Guerre with Palm.  These 
awards were in addition to the Order of Leopold 1st Class and a 
French decoration.  The awards were for outstanding leadership 
during sorties over Belgium during the war.  S/Ldr Shaw was the 
son of Mrs H Godfrey of Highbanks, Creswell.  What bravery was 
shown during the war. 
 
At this time Mr Vincent Edwards of Church Street, Creswell was a 
noted photographer and many Creswell people had their wedding 
photos taken by him.  He had come to Creswell in 1908, being first 
employed at the Pit and then setting up his own business.  He was 
helped in the latter by his wife and then his daughter, Marjorie.  
During the war he had been entrusted with photographic work for 
government departments.  He was also very involved with the local 
swimming baths and held several Life Saving Awards.  In 1947 
though, he decided to emigrate to Australia with his family and set 
up a photographic business there.  People may remember that 
soon after Cyril Littlewood came to Creswell and photographed 
people on many occasions. 
 
German POWs were still held at Norton Cuckney Camp, preparing 
to teach on their return home; all were fluent in English.  Their 
leader, Wolfgang Kaftan, brought 14 performers and Henn, a 
music master, to Whitwell and Hodthorpe Schools to perform a 
puppet show, ‘The Sleeping Beauty’, which was much enjoyed by 
children and staff.  The visitors were entertained to tea and singing 
and games followed with Henn at the piano. 
 
Enid Hibbert 
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St Mary Magdalene 200 Club 
 

 
The 200 club is in its 22nd year in August this year and it is still 
profitable.  The new weekly cash prizes are 1st Prize £30, 2nd Prize 
£20 and 3rd Prize £10.00.  The two special cash draws (at 
Christmas and the Annual Garden Fete) will remain (2 x £175). 
 
We have 60 spare numbers; we need a serious recruitment 
programme (60 numbers at 52 weeks gives £3,120 extra profit) 
 
Thank-you for supporting your church.  It is a beautiful building and 
your contribution will help keep it maintained.  Our collectors, 
without them the lottery couldn’t operate, are Michele Ellis, Pauline 
Orwin, Helle Woodcock, Marlene Frost, Dennis Smedley, Janet 
Staniforth, Maureen Deakin and Lewis Marriott. 
 
If you would like to join, for just £1 per week, contact Lewis Marriott 
on 07973 823857 or any of the collectors 
 

Sunday School 

The first Sunday of every month 

at 10.30am in CRESWELL CHURCH 

 

The second Sunday of every month 

at 10.30am in WHITWELL CHURCH 

 

Why not come and join us as we 

learn about the Christian Faith 

through stories, games and crafts 
 

For more information contact 

Margaret Froggatt 01909 723342 or 

Jackie Storr 07776 149986 
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Events from the past from the month of August 
 
1st  BT launches its first TV channel BT Sport 2013 

3rd  Peter Connelly (baby P) dies from child abuse 2007 

4th  GB women win Olympic gold in team pursuit London 2012 

5th  X Factor's Louis Walsh born Dublin 1952 

7th  GB’s Jonathon Edwards breaks triple jump W/Record 1995 

8th  Goalkeeper Gordon Banks retires from football 1973 

9th  David Rudisha SA breaks World Record 800M London 
Olympics 2012 

11th  H/weight boxer Jack Boddell born Swadlincote, Derbys 1945 

14th  Ringo Starr leaves The Hurricanes for The Beatles 1962 

15th  Rod Stewart’s Atlantic Crossing album released 1975 

16th  Disney's Lady and The Tramp released 1955 

20th  Gibraltar's Cathedral St Mary the Crowned consecrated 1462 

22nd  Rhys Jones fatally shot whilst playing, Liverpool (11yrs) 2007 

23rd  Copenhagen's 'Little Mermaid' statue unveiled 1913 

24th  TV’s Yootha Joyce (George & Mildred) dies (53) 1980 

26th  NASA Voyager space craft reaches Saturn 1981 

27th  Disney's Mary Poppins starring Julie Andrews released 1964 

29th  Music hall pianist 'Mrs Mills' born 1918 

31st  First carry on film 'Carry On Sargent ' released 1958 

 

Submitted by Kevin Jones 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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NEWS FROM LIMESTONE HOUSE, CRESWELL 
 Limestone House is a Charitable Company which aims to 

relieve poverty and unemployment and provides Community 

Activities and Services including: 

the Memory Lane Cafe with a varied menu (all at reasonable 

prices). Full English Breakfasts are reduced in cost, only £2.00, 

from 7a.m to 9a.m on Monday to Friday and Saturday mornings 

from 9a.m to 11.45a.m.  In addition, Limestone House provides the 

Heritage Centre, Job Club, Monday Music Club (cost £1), Music 

Lessons (cost £2 for half an hour on Keyboard, or Guitar, or Brass 

Band Instruments or Drum kit), Genealogy Club, Luncheon Clubs 

on Mondays and Fridays with free transport to and from home. 

Limestone Lunches on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

(dinner and dessert for£2.70),  

Advisory Services, Charity shops (re-cycling), a 2nd hand bookshop, 

a meeting place, Training through Work Experience and 

Volunteering, Room Hire, (including Breakfast Meetings), Free 

access to Wi-Fi computers, Craft sessions, Fundraising, some 

School Holiday activities for school children, the Chatterbox Club 

on Fridays from 1.30pm to 3pm.  Fare Share food, donated by 

Tesco, is collected and given away every Friday from 7.30a.m. The 

Creswell Co-op also donates food to Limestone House which is 

collected by members of the Community. Four Creswell residents 

are in part time employment in Limestone House and we currently 

have 16 Volunteers giving their time to work for our Community in 

Limestone House. Tables and chairs for 16 people are provided at 

the rear of the building if their preference is to eat outdoors. 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 7am to 4pm 

Saturday 9am to 12noon 

We have a lift 

www.limestonehousecreswell We are also on Facebook 
Phone: 01909 724061 E mail: creswell_res_point@yahoo.co.uk 
Registered Office: Limestone House.  

A Company Limited by Guarantee: Company Registration number 04180608 
A Charity:   Number 1128286 

 

 

http://www.limestonehousecreswell/
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Gilbert and 

Armstrong 

The Pharmacy 

The Square, Whitwell 
01909 720237 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caring for you and your 

medication needs 
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Recipe of the Month 
 
Summer egg salad with basil & peas 
 
Drizzle seasonal greens, new potatoes and eggs with a tangy, 
herby dressing to make this healthy vegetarian lunch or dinner, 
packed with iron, folate and fibre. 
 
Ingredients (serves 2) 
 
150g new potatoes, thickly sliced 
160g French beans, trimmed 
160g frozen peas 
3 eggs 
160g romaine lettuce, roughly torn into pieces 
 
For the dressing 
 
1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
2 tsp cider vinegar 
½ tsp English mustard powder 
2 tbsp chopped mint 
3 tbsp chopped basil 
1 garlic clove, finely grated 
1 tbsp capers 
 
Method 
 

 Cook the potatoes in a pan of simmering water for 5 
minutes 

 Add the beans and cook 5 minutes more 

 Tip in the peas and cook for 2 minutes until all the 
vegetables are just tender. 

 Meanwhile, boil the eggs in another pan for 8 minutes 

 Drain and run under cold water, then carefully shell and 
halve 
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 Mix all the dressing ingredients together in a large bowl with 
a good grinding of black pepper, crushing the herbs and 
capers with the back of a spoon to intensify their flavours 

 Mix the warm vegetables into the dressing to coat 

 Add the lettuce and toss everything together 

 Pile onto plates, top with the eggs and grind over some 
black pepper to serve 

 
 

 

 



Page 24 

  

 
 
 
      

 CRESWELL 
 FISH BAR  

 
Proprietor: Andrew Sergiou 

 
Kebabs a speciality 

 
70 Elmton Road, Creswell 

Tel: 01909 721356  

 

To advertise in our 
magazine 

please contact: Sue Bradshaw 

01909 722675 or  
suebram@sky.com 

 

Cost per year are: 
 

Full page £100.00 
(colour £150) 

½ page    £  50.00 
¼ page    £   25.00 
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“Jeepers Creepers” (Clematis) 
 
“...Where’d ya get those peepers?” 
                      (Harry Warren and Johnny Harper 1938) 
 
A somewhat apt opener for a climbing plant, 
With its catchy rhyme and jazzy chant 
And written for the film, ‘Going Places’ 
Upward is the direction it embraces 
 
But originally this ‘minced oath’ conveniently sufficed 
As a profane euphemism for, ‘J---- C-----‘ 
An interjection of surprise, but amounting to the same 
As taking the Lord’s name in vain 
 
So, to perform an act of sanctification 
The focus can be changed to a new use of application 
From Greek and Latin, Clematis gets its climbing name, 
And from its white, hedge covering styles 
Its ‘old man’s beard’ fame 
 
So as large, petal free, flowers heavenward climb their way 
Opening to the sunlight in a dazzling display, 
In sanctified vain; 
“Jeepers Creepers, where’d you get those eyes? 
How they hypnotize! 
 
Vaughan Clements 
 
  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwievN2s7tfjAhVKrxoKHSFRCegQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.bakker.com/en-gb/p/up-climbers-clematis-sally-M58788&psig=AOvVaw0D7Lw0Wy0RBdqGJBDLVdNX&ust=1564411774443286
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MIDLAND GARAGE 

 
Sheffield Rd. Creswell, S80 4HG 

Tel: 01909 721214 
 

Affordable rates & friendly service 
Call today for prices & to book 

 
 

Midland Garage is a well-established garage that 
has   built up an enviable reputation. We pride 

ourselves on our commitment to provide a 
professional and speedy service at all times, 
whilst maintaining the highest quality of work. 

 
Brakes & clutches   Brake discs skimmed in situ 
Car air conditioning serviced Car alarm fitting 
Car batteries 3year warranty Car brakes specialist 
All electrical systems tested & Car servicing 
repaired    Suspension repairs 
Car engine tuning & conversion Car puncture repairs 
Engine diagnostics   Exhaust systems 
MOT testing with free retest Oil change 
Steering adjustment   Tyre fitting 
Tyre repairs    Vehicle inspection 
Vehicle tracking   Wheel alignment 
Wheel balancing   Wheel repairs 

 
No job to big or too small 

Free estimates 
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Puzzling Words 
 
The following words in the Gospel reading in the Book of Common 
Prayer during Watch night, caught my attention.  “For if they do 
these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” 
 
These words stayed in my mind, and have required considerable 
reflection, as so many of the words of Jesus do.  I found the 
simplest definition in an old (1870) book of sayings that we are not 
now familiar with.  The verse (Luke 23: 31) is indeed mentioned, 
and it is simplified to “If they start like this, how will they finish?”  
This seemed to agree with my own impression that those words 
were uttered sadly, by our Lord, but there was more to find out, 
and it is usually helpful to look at the context when trying to 
understand a saying. 
 
Jesus was speaking to the women who were following him, 
lamenting, as he went to his death.  He told them it would be wiser 
for them to weep for themselves and their children.  Why did he 
say this?  He said, “The days are coming…” and refers to the time 
of Judgement, when he will come again.  He had already warned 
that this will be a time of fear, preceded by turmoil of every kind in 
the world, both in the way people behave towards each other 
(“nation will rise against nation”) and in disasters of the natural 
world (“great earthquakes, famines and pestilences”). 
 
When the tree (or the wood in some translations) is green, this 
refers to his own life on earth, the Good News, with the freshness 
and excitement that he has brought in person.  But what has been 
‘done’ to him?  In justice, misunderstanding, treachery and 
condemnation.  When he says in sorrow and almost despair “What 
will be done in the dry?” he is wondering how much of his work on 
earth will endure. 
 
In the simplest translation “If they start like this…” by not listening 
to him or rather not ‘hearing’ him, by rejecting the truth when God 
Himself is actually with them – “How will they finish?” will the Word 
and the Truth be forever denied by humankind?  There is another 
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passage in the Bible which links up with this puzzling one, in 1 
Peter 4: 17.  “If the time has come for judgement to begin with the 
household of God, and if it begins with us, what will be the end of 
those who do not obey the Gospel of God?”  Fortunately, final 
judgement is not our job. 
 
There will be other ways to ‘read’ these words, but the image of a 
tree is used to enlighten us in other places.  Think of the tree 
mentioned in the book of Revelation, whose leaves were for the 
healing of the nations (Rev 22: 2).  These leaves of healing are 
mentioned by Ezekiel also (Ezek 47: 12).  Using the tree image for 
the life of Christ, one could say that the seed of the Kingdom of 
Heaven was therefore planted by the Creator at the very 
beginning.  Early growth was nurtured by the profits; the green tree 
flourished during Jesus’ life and through his work on earth, 
confirmed by his statement that “the Kingdom of God is at hand”.  
The dry tree, therefore, could be the symbol used when the 
Kingdom is complete at Christ’s Second Coming, and it should be 
‘seasoned’ by then and ready to be put to use.  But … there is 
always a proviso, as we see in Luke 18: 8 – “When the Son of man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?”  No wonder that he said those 
words, “What shall be done in the dry?” 
 
Submitted by Joyce Lindsay-White 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
 
 
Members of a local church discovered that the roof was leaking.  
The following Sunday morning the churchwarden stood up: “First 
of all, I want to apologise for the big drip in our pulpit this morning.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
A grandmother took her little grandson to the beach.  They were 
having a good time until a huge wave came in and swept the boy 
out to sea!  The grandmother fell on her knees and cried to the 
heavens: "Please, Lord, return my grandson!  Please! PLEASE!” 
 
Lo and behold, a wave swelled from the ocean and deposited the 
drenched child at her feet.  She checked him over head to toe.  He 
was fine!  But the grandmother looked up to the heavens again 
and frowned:  "He had a hat." 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

A Benedictine monk was returning from a conference abroad and, 
as is customary, packed his monk’s habit in a small case.  Arriving 
at customs the officer asked: ‘Anything to declare?’  The monk 
replied: “Only an old Benedictine habit.”  “Okay,” said the officer, 
“how many bottles?” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Quote of the month 
 
God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 
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Elmton Road, Creswell 
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25 years of legal Sunday trading 
 
Sunday trading was legalised in England and Wales 25 years ago 
this month, on 28th August 1994.  Until then, under the Shops Act 
of 1950, the situation had been rather chaotic and some of the 
rules laughable, but Sunday had been recognised as a ‘special’ 
day.  The Shops Bill of 1984, which would have allowed 
widespread Sunday trading, had been defeated unexpectedly, 
largely because the unions resisted it on the grounds that it would 
take family time away from shop workers. 
 
The debate continued and the 1994 legislation was something of 
a compromise, restricting opening times of larger stores to a 
maximum of six hours on Sunday.  The shop workers' trade union, 
USDAW, agreed to support this in return for a promise that Sunday 
working would be strictly voluntary. 
 
In 2015 there was an attempt, in the Budget, to relax Sunday 
trading laws further, but this was defeated in the Commons.  
Shops in Scotland, where Sunday trading had been unregulated, 
retained the right to open at any time. 
 

 
 
Crossword solution 
 
ACROSS: 
1, Amazed. 4, Others. 8, Peter. 9, Zebedee. 10, Accuser. 11, 
Endue. 12, Scripture. 17, Shrub. 19, Abashed. 21, Foolish. 22, 
Upset. 23, Loathe. 24, Lesser.  
 
DOWN: 
1, Appeal. 2, Attacks. 3, Earns. 5, Tableau. 6, Ended. 7, Shekel. 
9, Zarephath. 13, Rubbish. 14, Ephesus. 15, Useful. 16, Editor. 
18, Rhoda. 20, Abuse. 
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From the Benefice Registers 
 

Baptisms 

Hallie Rose Haslam 

 

Weddings 

Stacey Martin and Duncan Charles Redman 

Kirsty Leanne Bradley and Ashley Andrew O’Connor 

Catherine Jane and Steven Wright (wedding vow renewal) 

 

Funerals 

None 

 
Bookings for Weddings and Baptisms 

 
Bookings for weddings and baptisms at Elmton or Creswell can be 
made by calling at St Mary Magdalene’s Church, Creswell on the 
1st Thursday of the month between 6pm and 7pm.  For weddings 
and baptisms at Whitwell or Steetley please call at St Lawrence 
Church, Whitwell on the 3rd Friday of each month between 6pm 
and 7pm. 
 
Many people book baptisms well in advance and dates do get 
booked up, particularly in the summer months, so please don’t 
arrange a Christening party before you have checked with us first. 
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell 
 

01/08/2013 Janet Wall 

03/08/1993 Phillip A Richardson 

04/08/2007 Brian Smith 

12/08/1980 Evelyn Durham 

13/08/2001 Jack Fletcher 

14/08/1993 Richard Charles Edward Armand 

18/08/2007 Maud Winifred Gething 

22/08/2009 Harold Doxey 

27/08/1977 Arthur Swift 

27/08/2014 Jane Lunn 

27/08/2017 David Cook 

29/08/2009 Vera Alice Hayes 

 
FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell 
 

01/08/2001 Thomas Cartwright   23/04/1912 

01/08/2002 Jack Everley    25/11/1914 

01/08/2011 Peter Mellors    03/03/1934 

02/08/1987 John Jennings   17/01/1919 

02/08/1994 John Wilson    14/06/1926 

02/08/2004 Mary Wilson    02/05/1947 

02/08/2012 Doreen Emily Palmer  20/04/1929 

03/08/2015 Marina Elaine Carte (Nee Roberts) 02/12/1934 

03/08/2018 John Herbert King   11/11/1946 

04/08/1997 Edith Ellen Ashley   08/05/1923 

05/08/1990 John William Lancashire  05/09/1901 

05/08/2017 Barbara Slater   20/01/1933 

06/08/1966 Arthur Spencer   24/02/1908 

06/08/1988 Clifford Burrough   26/06/1906 

07/08/1976 Charles Jepson   16/07/1891 

07/08/1996 Wilfred Clayton (Reverend) 15/08/1910 
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07/08/1996 Audrey Tuxford   03/12/1926 

07/08/2000 Gladys Platts    14/07/1916 

07/08/2007 Kenneth Evers   07/11/1934 

09/08/1915 Arthur Godley 

09/08/1999 Edith Evelyn Buckingham  16/04/1908 

10/08/2001 Harry Lockwood   21/04/1916 

11/08/2012 Lois Ann Boaler   17/04/1927 

11/08/2016 Carl Paddick    11/02/1977 

12/08/2007 Ian Seaton    13/06/1938 

13/08/1956 George Edson   11/04/1870 

13/08/1991 Elsie Proffitt    12/07/1913 

13/08/1995 Anne Jones 

13/08/1997 Rosa Irene Hart   21/05/1918 

13/08/2009 Margaret Marion Sykes  12/03/1929 

14/08/1991 Olive Marjorie Marriott  16/03/1920 

14/08/2001 Pamela Mary Taylor   26/06/1944 

14/08/2009 Blanche Elizabeth Lloyd  03/09/1916 

15/08/1976 Clifford Mark Hobson  13/05/1958 

15/08/2013 Daisy Wood    28/06/1928 

17/08/1971 Eliza Ann Jepson   06/07/1893 

18/08/1974 Eva Marie Thornton 

18/08/2001 William McCall   05/10/1918 

18/08/2005 Cyril Arthur Maiden   26/01/1927 

18/08/2013 Joan Presley    29/06/1920 

20/08/1977 Rebecca (Becky) Kitchen  03/12/1894 

20/08/1991 Christina Eliza Wardle  05/12/1913 

21/08/1983 Kathleen Anne Handel  03/09/1915 

22/08/1990 Linda Gray    20/08/1954 

22/08/1995 Jean Katherine Mellors  30/07/1901 

23/08/1986 Nellie Edson    25/11/1902 

25/08/2001 Barrie Spibey   23/03/1954 

25/08/2016 Cyril Adams    09/10/1925 

30/08/1991 Sheila Plummer   25/03/1936 
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30/08/2004 Darren James Hickman  18/10/1975 

31/08/1994 Mandy Jepson   01/02/1962 

31/08/1997 Mona Lancashire   23/12/1907 

31/08/2005 Evelyn Kitty Kenyon   25/04/1921 

31/08/2016 Tess McCall    04/08/1928 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Bible Readings for August 
 

4th August 2019 

 Hosea 11:1-11 

 Colossians 3:1-11 

 

11th August 2019 

 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 

18th August 2019 

 Isaiah 5:1-7 

 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

 

25th August 2019 

 Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 Hebrews 12:18-29 
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