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The Valley of Dry Bones has a Future Hope 
 
‘A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones. An' I hear the word of 
the Lord!’ 
 
At this time of global pandemic, we live with stark reality of death 
and life.  Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones (37:1-14) was 
given when God’s people were in exile in Babylon. They felt dead, 
being separated from home and God!  The vision answers God’s 
question: ‘can these bones live?’ 
 
We can also feel cut off from God, facing the loss of job, business, 
home or health, with churches unable to meet on Sundays.  This 
vision assures us that God has power over death and can breathe 
new life into what is hopeless. 
 
When Ezekiel is told to ‘prophesy to the bones’, God brings them 
back to life: the bones come together and are covered with 
muscles and skin.  He then prophesies to the wind, from the four 
corners of the earth, to bring the bodies alive.  The physical bodies 
are then filled with God’s breath to bring new life.  The miracle of 
this story is that God not only makes these bones live, but also 
brings the life of His Spirit. 
 
The Covid-19 virus robs people of their life by suffocation, so that 
they can’t breathe.  Our hope beyond the pandemic is that the gift 
of God’s Spirit will bring new life to our lives, churches and world.  
Life will certainly look very different in the future, but we can be 
assured that God is with us and that we are safe in His hands. 
 
‘I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you in 
your own land.  Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, 
and I have done it, declares the Lord.’(vs14) 
 
Rev Paul Hardingham 
Parish Pump 
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Lockdown, you and IT 
 
How are you getting on with technology?  The coronavirus 
pandemic has driven hundreds of millions of us to use it more than 
ever, as we sit at home in frustrated isolation. 
 
If you are used to digital meetings and Zoom, it is not a problem, 
but for millions of grandparents wanting to see their families, or 
non-techie people wanting to see their friends, it has been quite a 
learning curve.  So, is there a patron saint of computers and 
electronics and all the difficult stuff? 
 
Some people say the patron saint of the internet should be Saint 
Isidore of Seville, a Bishop and scholar in the Seventh Century 
who wrote a book called Etymologies or The Origins, in which he 
tried to record everything that was known.  That seems to be a 
good basis for sainthood, or at least for the internet. 
 
Another candidate is Saint Eligius who lived about the same time.  
He is quite busy already as the patron saint of goldsmiths, 
metalworkers, vets, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers (REME), horses and those who work with them.  His 
main qualification seems to have been his ability to make things. 
 
My suggestion is Zebedee.  No, not the character from The Magic 
Roundabout, but the father of James and John.  After all, consider 
this: “James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John…were in a 
boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He called 
them. (Matt. 4:21) 
 
OK, it is not the internet, but Zebedee knew about mending a net 
which would have had both good and bad stuff all over it. 
 
Certainly, whenever I get in an IT muddle during this lockdown, I 
would welcome any patron saint that was willing to help me! 
 
David Pickup 
Parish Pump 
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Prayers 
 
Give us strength 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour and to care 
for those in need as if we were caring for you.  In this time of 
anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick and 
to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, for your name’s 
sake. 
Amen. 
 
We are your people 
 
For the Christian community, we are not people of fear; we are 
people of courage.  We are not people who protect our own safety; 
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.  We are not 
people of greed; we are people of generosity.  We are your people 
God, giving and loving, wherever we are, whatever it costs, for as 
long as it takes wherever you call us. 
Amen 
 
Planted in the love of the Father 
 
Planted in the love of the Father 
You can grow, dear one, 
You can grow. 
 
Watered by the spring of the Spirit 
His fruit you’ll show, 
His fruit you’ll show. 
 
And when the sun scorches, 
And the thorns threaten, 
And the storms around life’s garden blow - 
Your roots will hold, 
And hold secure,  
Because you’re planted in the love of the Father. 
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Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

July 2020 21st June 2020 

August 2020 19th July 2020 

September 2020 23rd August 2020 

October 2020 20th September 2020 
 

 

mailto:suebram@sky.com
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Crossword (answers on page 18) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
1 See 23 Across 
3 Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus 
(Luke 23:43) (8) 
8 Invalid (4) 
9 Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8) 
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 
3:6) (10) 
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6) 
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself 
but is not rich towards God’ (Luke 12:21) (6) 
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17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10) 
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8) 
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4) 
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3) 
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of — to work it and take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4) 
 
Down 
 
1 Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8) 
2 James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their 
distress and keeping oneself from being polluted by the world’ 
(James 1:27) (8) 
4 ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6) 
5 ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 
12:12) (10) 
6 St Columba’s burial place (4) 
7 Swirling current of water (4) 
10 Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10) 
12 ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to 
save those who believe’ (1 Corinthians 1:21) (8) 
13 Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night 
(2 Kings 19:35) (8) 
16 ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’ 
(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2) 
18 David Livingstone was one (4) 
19 Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1) 
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The Rectors of Whitwell (Part 5) 
 
On the face of it, John Newark (in part 4) remained Rector for 30 
years, which may well be so, although it is far from certain.  His 
time in Whitwell links the Hundred Years War with France to the 
Civil War in England, called the Wars of the Roses (1455- c.1485).  
What we know from the bishop’s register is that Henry Redych 
became Rector in 1462.  If surnames reveal a family’s origins then 
Redych was a Worcestershire man and of the town of Redditch.  
The patron on this occasion was a Sir Nicholas Longford, although 
the appointment was disputed by a leading local family, the De 
Ryes.  Bishop John Hales of Lichfield ordered the Archdeacon of 
Derby to resolve the issue and the latter’s court found for the De 
Ryes, so Redych left after a year. 
 
These were difficult times.  While memories of the losses in France 
were receding into the past, there was uneasiness at home with 
the appearance of the Lollards, who were, in a way, early 
Protestants and although comparatively few in number, were a 
cause of unrest, especially in the towns.  The government found 
the movement difficult to deal with, except by repression.  As they 
originated with John Wycliffe in Leicestershire, they were not 
unknown in Derbyshire. 
 
A greater problem was the Wars of the Roses, although neither 
side really used a rose as a badge.  The source of this conflict was 
the insanity of Henry VI of Lancaster (red rose) who suffered from 
melancholia, leaving him incapable of governing or, worst still, 
permitting him to interfere at the wrong time, so that his cousin of 
York (white rose) disputed Henry’s right to the crown and victory 
in battle put Edward IV on the throne (1461).  With the end of 
feudal restrictions, the more adventurous Whitwell lads probably 
joined up.  Neither was there tranquillity in Whitwell, for when 
Ralph de Rye of Whitwell appointed John Harrison as Rector in 
1464, his right was challenged by a rival claimant, although 
unsuccessfully and Harrison stayed about 5 years. 
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In 1469, Ralph de Rye presented Thomas Pierrepoint to the living.  
A member of a famous family, he was Rector from 1469 to about 
1486, over 16 years.  It was a dangerous time when the crown 
changed hands again to Henry, back to the Yorkists and 
culminating in the Lancastrian victory at Bosworth, not that far from 
Whitwell, in 1485.  Bosworth Field placed Henry VII (Tudor) on the 
throne.  He married Elizabeth of York, so uniting the houses and 
ending the civil war. 
 
The next Rector was John Mafield or Mayfield DD (Doctor of 
Divinity).  He studied Canon (Church) law at Oxford and Divinity at 
Cambridge.  With such qualifications he might have been in 
diocesan administration, but there is no record of him in any 
cathedral chapter.  Owing to the patronage disputes, he was 
chosen and  instituted to the Whitwell living by Bishop Hales, who 
must have been tired of all the ‘in fighting’ since the ceremony took 
place in Ashbourne Church on 4th May 1486, perhaps because  
some bitterness still lingered in Whitwell and district.  Patronage 
disputes often occurred because a manor was rarely owned 
outright by one person and in the case of a number of owners, 
each could claim the right to present.  The Rye family also had 
property in Eckington; some lived there, others in Whitwell. 
 
Mayfield’s family probably came from Mayfield in Derbyshire, 
although there is a Mayfield in Sussex, but that is less likely.  It is 
not known how long Mayfield remained in the parish as due to the 
bombardment of Lichfield Cathedral in the Civil War, the records 
for this period are patchy.  It was still a good living worth in the 
Valor Ecclesiasticus (Value of the Church) of 1535 £23-8s (40p), 
mainly in tithes, so he may have stayed in the parish many years, 
perhaps into the reign of Henry VIII and near the Reformation.  
Just as the Tudors brought peace to the nation, he may have 
pacified the rival patrons in this parish. 
 
Norman Trott 
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Local History Corner 
 
Arrival of Evacuees from Lowestoft 
 
80 years ago, Sunday 2nd June 1940, was a day parents and 
children living in Lowestoft, Suffolk, would long remember.  Those 
living today in Lowestoft and who are over 80 years old still do.  It 
was the day children and teachers from schools in Lowestoft were 
evacuated to Derbyshire, several schools to Creswell, Whitwell, 
Clowne and Barlborough.  The journey began at Lowestoft station.  
Children, with a name label pinned on, lined up with other class 
pupils, clutching a small case or paper carrier containing the few 
essentials they had been told to bring, change of clothes, 
nightwear, toothbrush etc. and not forgetting their gas mask in its 
cardboard box which they carried over their shoulder. 
 
It was a hot June day.  Parents were not allowed inside the station 
and they had to stand behind the iron railings to see their children 
go into the unknown.  Their anguish must have been palpable but 
many children looked upon the journey with excitement, thinking 
they would be back in a week or two.  Sadly for some it would be 
5 years before they were reunited with their parents. 
 
It was to be a long, hot, tiring journey to our area.  The children 
evacuated to Creswell were taken to the Regors cinema for 
refreshments before being taken to various homes.  Some people 
willing to take them in, others not quite so accommodating.  
Although many had good homes and some stayed for 5 years with 
their foster parents, others weren’t quite so fortunate.  No-one 
realised the trauma these children were experiencing and no help 
was given, either to them or to the receiving families, to cope with 
their sometimes unsettling behaviour. 
 
Soon after they came, there was a very big air raid on Sheffield.  
Shelters had been built earlier and it was now that people ran to 
them for cover for probably the first time.  A bomb fell near Whitwell 
but throughout the war Lowestoft was attacked relentlessly and, 
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by 1945, the town had been decimated.  At least children were 
relatively safe here in Derbyshire. 
 
Creswell children shared their schools with the evacuees.  One 
week lessons took place there in the morning, next week in the 
afternoon.  When not in school, the teachers took their classes on 
nature walks, played games outside and later picked rose hips for 
syrup and blackberries for jam, all to help the war effort.  Time off 
from school in the autumn for older children to go potato picking.  
Heavy snow in winter delighted the children, always plenty of coal 
for big fires to get warm and dry.  Double summertime helped, 
much longer to be outdoors to play hop scotch, tincan a lurkey, 
rallico etc.  The Regors cinema had Saturday morning matinees.  
Children loved Shirley Temple and Roy Rogers with Trigger, his 
horse. 
 
In 1945, and with the war over, most children went back to 
Lowestoft but some stayed to work and then marry and settle down 
here.  Miss Hogg, one of the teachers who came in 1940, stayed 
and became Deputy Head of Creswell Infants School. 
 
Over the years the evacuees have returned to visit their wartime 
homes and families.  Now 80 years since they first came, the 
Evacuation Reunion Group in Lowestoft are producing the last 
book of their experiences.  They had a big commemoration 
gathering planned for this June.  Sadly this will not now take place 
but along with local ‘children’, now in their 80s, they will be 
remembering their wartime experiences together. 
 
The Evacuees Song, printed in The Worksop Guardian in 1990. 
 
We come from Lowestoft by the sea where the weather’s always 
fine, 
It never rains, it’s never cold and the sun will always shine. 
You never work, you play all day or lie upon the sand, 
And go to sleep or wriggle your toes and listen to the band. 
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Chorus 
 
We’ve come to Worksop, Worksop tra, la, la, 
All stuck in Worksop, tra, la, la, la, la. 
They mash the tea and wash the pots when we come home from 
school, 
They say we’re mardy when we cry and mucky as a rule! 
 
In 1990 Mr HL Baker added another verse: 
 
Of course there’s nowhere a town like ours, it’s nearly off the map, 
But we’re safe and sound in Worksop, so we don’t care a rap. 
They took us in, they put us to bed, they fed us our rations and 
more, 
They mothered us, it felt like home.  We’ve all this to thank them 
for. 
 
Enid Hibbert 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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Terms of the Greatest Commandment - Part 4: ‘Mind’ 
 
‘I think, therefore I am, a Christian!’ (Dai Franks, after Rene 
Descartes) 
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength, if you have a mind to! 
Is to use the sort of play on words that writers are often inclined to. 
In the same vein, to conclude this, ‘Greatest Commandment 
Terms’ quadrilogy, 
Comes a ‘novel’ comparison of a ‘tale of two trinities’. 
 
Most Holy Trinity, by Your grace, bless us with all the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, with knowledge to enable us to ‘think’ about the 
mysteries of our faith which are beyond understanding. Amen. 

 
‘As the images unwind, like the circles that you find, 
In the windmills of your mind.’ (Michel Legrand) 
 
A standard study process is to ‘analyse’, 
Breaking down concepts into chunks, ‘bite size’, 
And understanding can become more of a ‘doddle’ 
If, from the elements of the concept, you can make a model. 
 
Furthermore, by use of analogy, 
Here, imagine the ‘mind’, in the form of a tree. 
For its branches, as faculties, it has three; 
The ‘Thinking’, the ‘Feeling’ and the ‘Doing’ trinity. 
 
The leaves on the branches represent all the facets, 
A profusion of each faculty’s talents and assets 
With our ‘Terms of the Commandment’, we see them start linking, 
Such as the ‘soul’, in regard to ‘highest order thinking’!  
 
Our minds reel in awe at Your might and mystery, for Your ways 
are not our ways, and your thoughts are not our thoughts, so may 
we be restless in mind, heart, soul and strength until we come to 
truly know You more fully. Amen. 



Page 17 

“Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!”  (Reginald Heber) 
 
The ‘Mind’ having been covered, in the other of our two trinities, 
The ‘Holy’ one offers its own three Faculties; 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
Each have their, salvation fuelled, facets to elicit! 
 
Eternal God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, reach out to those who 
already know You and to those who need and long to know You, 
that all may be granted a greater sense of who You are and what 

You are. Amen. 
 
Some facets have been compiled in the following manner:   (There 
are many more for each of them) 
Father; originator, source, sender and planner. 
Son; wise director, the means, sent one and achiever. 
Spirit; advocate, effector, convincer and converter. 
 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased”. (Matthew 3:17) 
 
To tie together the mind trinity’s domains and roles we see, 
There has to be an ‘Owner’, an ‘I’, a ‘Self’, a ‘Me’. 
And in the Trinity of the Spirit, the Father and the Son, 
There is an, “I am who I am”, to Whom They all belong! 
 
The tale of two trinities may have been a ‘Dickens’ of an idea, 
But this study, albeit ‘novel’, comes to a conclusion here. 
Maybe, “It is a far, far better thing ...than I have ever done.” 
Or, might it have been far better for me, to have just left it alone? 
 
Amazing Three-in-one God, as You are one with each other, draw 
us to be as one with You, bound together in love, And so it is with 
reverence and adoration that we worship and glorify You, God 

beyond, beside and around us. Amen. 
 
By Vaughan Clements and Lynne Parker 
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Events from the past from the month of June 
 
1st Lester Piggott rides Teenoso to victory in Epsom Derby 1983 

2nd Mrs Butterwick wins The Oaks for the 6th Duke Portland 1883 

3rd Jackie Stewart wins Monaco Grand Prix for Tyrell Ford 1973 

4th Profumo resigns from Government over Christine Keeler affair 
  1963 

6th Renovated Nottingham Theatre Royal opened by Princess 
Anne 1978 

7th Movie Ghostbusters released 1984 

11th WW2 RAF and Royal Navy begin defence of Malta (Siege of 
  Malta) 1940 

12th Holiday camp founder Billy Butlin dies (80) 1980 

14th Women's tennis player Steffi Graff (German) born 1969 

16th Sheffield Park hill flats opened by Hugh Gaitskell, labour leader, 
1961 

17th Cruise missiles to be deployed at RAF Greenham Common 
1980 

18th First US female in space, Sally Ride on board Challenger 1983 

20th Victoria and Albert museum opened by Queen Victoria 1857 

21st Princess Diana gives birth to Prince William 1982 

22nd Tory MP, John Bercow, elected speaker in House of Commons 
  2009 

23rd UK votes to leave the EU in a referendum 2016 

25th Strangeways Prison, Manchester, opened 1868 

26th BBC police drama Line of Duty aired for the first time 2012 

29th Total solar eclipse in the UK lasting 24 seconds 1927 

30th  ELO classic album Discovery at no1 in album charts 1979 

 
Submitted by Kevin Jones 
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Crossword solution 
 
ACROSS: 
 
1, Care. 3, Paradise. 8, Null. 9, Profaned. 11, Legalistic. 14, 
Closed. 15, Stores. 17, Missionary. 20, Covenant. 21, Thai. 22, 
Trade-off. 23, Eden 
 
DOWN: 
 
1, Conflict. 2, Religion. 4, Arrest. 5, Affliction. 6, Iona. 7, Eddy. 
10, Allegiance. 12, Preached. 13, Assyrian. 16, A son of. 18, 
Scot. 19, DVLA 
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell 
 

01/06/2007 Linda Margaret Hunt 

04/06/2006 George Holmes 

06/06  Julian Lindsay White 

09/06/2014 Christine Richardson 

10/06/2006 Ralph Richards 

11/06/2005 Rita June Walker 

12/06/2005 Dick Heald 

17/06/2007 Eunice May Whitehead 

20/06/1982 Bernard Marsh 

20/06/2011 Joyce Greaves 

21/06/2013 Albert Gibson 

24/06/2005 Phyllis Margery Wood 

27/06/1989 Craig Phillip Cheetham 

29/06/1992 Joanna Sue Burt 

 
FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell 
 

01/06/1987 Eric Radford    12/05/1917 

01/06/1991 Jean June Bishop   28/07/1926 

01/06/2002 Joyce Parker    04/08/1921 

02/06/1993 Orlando Quibell   11/02/1924 

02/06/2017 Winifred Mary Swain  24/09/1916 

03/06/2004 Kathleen Ellen Crosby Wilson 17/01/1953 

03/06/2013 Joseph Patterson   27/07/1926 

04/06/1984 Elsie May Setchell   30/05/1896 

04/06/1989 Gordon Elliott Young  24/07/1936 

04/06/1991 Millicent M Leese   28/08/1907 

04/06/1997 Mytyl Mary Littlewood  21/11/1942 

04/06/2000 Elsie Turner    09/02/1909 

04/06/2015 Raymond Rex Roberts  09/08/1932 

04/06/2016 Zoe Wilson Hague   30/11/1921 
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05/06/1978 William Alban Cooke  21/07/1922 

07/06/1958 William Hebdon Rogers 

07/06/1983 Amy Eliza Barrow   19/05/1896 

08/06/1987 Honor White Johnson  10/01/1913 

08/06/1990 Salathiel O (Joe) Kirkley  22/12/1919 

09/06/1979 Winifred Holmes   19/01/1910 

09/06/1992 Arthur Clayton   08/12/1902 

10/06/2015 Maria Ann Hibbard   02/01/1947 

11/06/1981 Frederick C Buckingham  05/10/1902 

11/06/1986 John Thomas William Johnson 14/04/1910 

11/06/2002 John Oliver Turner   12/10/1920 

11/06/2005 Nancy Maxine Hunt   03/07/1905 

12/06/1982 Sheila Hind (Nee Pedley)  14/07/1930 

12/06/2010 Ernest Ordidge   21/10/1935 

14/06/1982 Walter Owens   24/11/1904 

14/06/2001 Douglas Lacey   12/01/1934 

14/06/2005 Elaine Handel   05/04/1951 

15/06/1990 Lily Ellis    15/08/1897 

15/06/1994 Barbara Marshall   17/02/1904 

16/06/1981 Alice May Williams   24/05/1902 

17/06/1983 Harold Bennett   19/04/1912 

18/06/2002 Lilian Checkley   27/10/1930 

19/06/1986 Joyce Margaret Wordley  16/12/1923 

19/06/1988 Dorothy May Cassidy (Nee Presley) 27/05/1917 

19/06/1990 Thomas Mann   17/11/1916 

19/06/2003 Fay Ann Potts   28/06/1933 

21/06/1944 Ernest Henry Vardy   06/07/1886 

21/06/1980 Elsie Kirk    24/07/1902 

21/06/1994 Anthony Milne Coates  09/01/1930 

22/06/1988 Evelyn Emma Caple  01/02/1910 

22/06/1992 Scott Anthony Richardson  05/04/1992 

24/06/1996 John Pearson   23/04/1944 

25/06/1990 Margaret B Woodhead  10/08/1903 
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25/06/2003 Sylvia Oliphant Johnson  18/05/1910 

25/06/2013 Irene Mellor-Hill   31/03/1918 

25/06/2017 Yvonne Ann Devereaux  11/10/1935 

26/06/2000 Alan Marsden   06/05/1928 

27/06/1998 Harold Wood    01/09/1912 

29/06/1971 Audrey Janine London  25/03/1967 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


