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Our Church Buildings are re-opening for services
We are now in a position to open our churches for services.
Unfortunately for now the church buildings must remain closed at
all other times. For the time being there will be one service each
Sunday in the benefice, alternating between Whitwell and
Creswell. The first service will be on Sunday 2nd August at
10.30am at Whitwell, followed by Creswell on 9th August and so
on. This rota is subject to change to accommodate any weddings
so please check the services / events section of the website for
details of service location. Due to the requirements for social
distancing it is currently not possible for services to take place at
Elmton or Steetley.
There will be some changes to bear in mind when you do attend
church which are necessary to reduce the risk of virus
transmission. You will need to remain 2 metres apart from people
not within your household at all times. We understand that this will
be very difficult, especially as we haven’t seen each other for so
long, but it is a sign that we love and care for one another and are
doing our best to keep each other safe. Please give people room
to enter and leave the church building and move around whilst
inside, ensuring the 2 metres distance is maintained.
There will be a ‘one way’ system in place and we ask you follow
the directions of the Church Wardens / Sidespersons. Services will
start at 10.30am but we ask that you do not gather too early for
this, 10.15am will be early enough. We will need to record your
name and a contact number for the government’s Track and Trace
service. This information will be held for 3 weeks and then
destroyed.
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell. On entering and leaving the
building hand sanitizer will be available and we ask that you use
this.
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The Church of England is currently strongly advising that face
coverings are to be worn by all those attending a place of worship,
including ministers, worshippers, staff, volunteers and visitors and
we ask you to follow this advice.
The doors of our churches will be left open to ventilate the building
and so you may wish to consider wearing extra layers to keep
warm.
The way we worship together will look and feel quite different to
how we are used to worshipping, for example, services will be
said, with no hymns or sung responses. Medical advice also warns
that loud talking is a way that the virus can spread, so responses
during the service are optional, but if you choose to respond,
please speak them quietly and prayerfully. When we share the
peace, we will stay in our seats and simply wave or make the sign
of the peace with others around us. There will be no collection
plate passed around during the service but a collection plate will
be available near the exit. Please do continue to support your
church by giving generously and consider arranging to give or
continue to give electronically for your safety and convenience.
During communion services, only the bread will be distributed.
Please observe social distancing when receiving communion and
please do not kneel at the altar rail.
It will take a while for this ’new normal’ to feel normal and for us to
hit our stride with the new arrangements so please bear with us as
there are bound to be ‘teething problems’ initially but we are all
committed to the long term future of the benefice. There are a lot
of changes to think about for all of us, but despite the issues we
are facing, let us not try not to forget what we gather in unity to do,
to worship a loving God and to pray for the needs of the world and
each other.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for August
Sunday 2nd August
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 9th August
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 16th August
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 23rd August
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 30th August
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am
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Eternity in the human heart
‘He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has
done from beginning to end.’ (Ecclesiastes 3:11).
The 60s hit ‘Turn! Turn! Turn!’ by the Byrds is based on verses in
this chapter: ‘There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.’ The different seasons of life are not
random, for God is in control and His timing is perfect: ‘He has
made everything beautiful in its time.’
The verse goes on to say that God ‘has also set eternity in the
human heart.’ This means that we all have an in-built sense that
there’s more to life than what we can see, as we search for
meaning in life. However, we can fill our lives with other things,
career, pleasure, shopping and relationships. While good in
themselves, these things can never ultimately satisfy. It is only a
relationship with God through Jesus that truly satisfies. How does
this challenge us?
Firstly, we are to live for God in all that we do, knowing that it all
counts for eternity. This includes helping others find a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ for eternity. Secondly, we accept
that there is lots in the current ‘season’ where it’s difficult to know
what God is doing: ‘no one can fathom what God has done from
beginning to end.’ However, we do know that everything has
consequences for eternity.
Finally, how can we be more aware of eternity every day?
Spending time with God in worship and prayer will bring us the true
pleasure that belongs to eternity.
‘You made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they
find their rest in you.’ (St Augustine).
Canon Paul Hardingham
Parish Pump
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Prayers
When morning in russet and saffron clad
Is mantling the hills in a dew-soft plaid
To the song of the moorland two-wings glad
Let my heart upraise;
When light creeps in through the chinks of the door
When the mist ascends from the mountain floor,
When the ocean shimmers like burnished ore,
Let me give thee praise.
O God of the morning, Christ of the hills,
O Spirit who all the firmament fills,
O Trinity blest who all goodness wills,
Keep us all our days.
From Prayers of the Western Highlanders
***************
You, O God, are the Lord of the mountains and the valleys. As I
travel over mountains and through valleys, I am beneath your feet.
You surround me with every kind of creature… Open my eyes to
see their beauty, that I may perceive them as the work of your
hands…
Tonight, I will sleep beneath your feet, O Lord of the mountains
and valleys, ruler of the trees and vines. I will rest in your love,
with you protecting me as a father protects his children, with you
watching over me as a mother watches over her children. Then
tomorrow the sun will rise and I will not know where I am; but I
know that you will guide my footsteps.
A prayer of the Sioux Indians
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Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
September 2020
October 2020
November 2020
December 2020

Submission deadline
23rd August 2020
20th September 2020
18th October 2020
22nd November 2020
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Crossword (answers on page 20)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 and 3 Two of the disciples who witnessed the transfiguration of
Jesus (Luke 9:28) (4,3,5)
3 See 1 Across
8 ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of
faith’ (Hebrews 10:22) (4)
9 O Simon is (anag.) (8)
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11 Form of government under the direct rule of God or his agents
(10)
14 How Jesus found his disciples when he returned to them after
praying in Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name of the meadow into which
Christian strayed, which led to Doubting Castle (2-4)
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10)
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a reputation of being a waterless
place (Psalm 84:6) (4)
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of one — — sees
clearly’ (Numbers 24:3) (5,3)
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 4:25) (4)
Down
1 David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) (8)
2 ‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his — kingdom’ (2 Timothy
4:18) (8)
4 ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; — —
or wine touched my lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)
5 Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)
6 Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)
7 ‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God through Jesus Christ’ (1
Peter 2:5) (10)
12 Jesus said that some people had renounced this ‘because of
the kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)
13 One of the three men thrown into the furnace for refusing to
worship Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image (Daniel 3:20) (8)
16 ‘You have — of good things laid up for many years. Take life
easy; eat, drink and be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)
18 ‘There before me was a white horse! Its rider held — — , and
he was given a crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)
19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1)
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St Mary Magdalene 200 Club
This Month the 200 Club celebrates the start of its
TWENTY THIRD Year and remains profitable. The Weekly
cash prizes are a First Prize of £30, the Second Prize is £20
and the Third Prize of £10. In addition there are two further
special cash draws which take place at the annual
Christmas and Summer Fairs, each with prizes of £100, £50
and £25.
We NOW have 55 spare numbers; we need a serious
recruitment programme. 55 Numbers @ 52 weeks would
give the church £2,860 in additional and much needed
funding.
Every year we lose members for various reasons and its
hard work to replace them. Please consider supporting your
Church, it is a beautiful building and your contribution will
help keep it maintained. It costs in excess of £3,000 a
month to maintain the Church; this is raised by the various
activities we run. Please come along and join us for just £1
per week per draw number.
Please contact one of our collectors for information on
joining:
Michele Ellis, Pauline Orwin, Helle Woodcock, Marlene
Frost, Dennis Smedley, Janet Staniforth, Maureen Deakin
and of course myself.
Everyone is Welcome Please Come and Join US
I can be contacted on 07973 823857 or 01909 721564
On behalf of the PCC
Lewis Marriott
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The Rectors of Whitwell (Part 7) – 1560 - 1630
Lack of diocesan records means that little, if anything, is known of
the rectors during the reign of Elizabeth I, which is unfortunate as
it was a critical period in our national history. The queen’s greatest
gift to her country was to stay on the throne for 45 years from 1558
until she died in 1603. Although she was surrounded by pomp and
circumstance, it was a difficult life, with the threat of assassination
and awkward dealings with an entirely male council as, for
example, when she was ‘tricked’ into signing the death warrant for
a sister sovereign and cousin, Mary Queen of Scots. There was
also the Spanish threat after the Pope excommunicated her in
1570.
High points, such as repulsing the Spanish Armada invasion in
1588 were few and far between, but at least she survived. If the
second Brian Sandford was young when appointed to Whitwell
then it is likely that he might have been Rector well into her reign,
perhaps into the 1570s, but we don’t know. There are no surviving
records for over 60 years until Tobias Waterhouse was appointed
in 1611, by which time the patron was Roger Manners (not a ‘Sir’
until 1615).
The Waterhouse family was prominent in Halifax and the West
Riding of Yorkshire, since David Waterhouse was the Lord of the
Manor who acquired for Halifax the right to hold two weekly
markets and two annual fairs. Tobias’s grandfather, Robert
Waterhouse of Moote Hall, had land in the district. Robert’s
youngest son, Gregory, born in the 1530s, was the father of our
Rector and a lawyer by profession. Gregory and family lived at
Siddall (Syddal). Tobias, and at least three of his brothers, all
attended Trinity College, Cambridge in the reign of Elizabeth I.
They were Robert, born in 1561 and later a lawyer in the Inner
Temple (London) and then in Yorkshire, Jonas, who is known to
have married a judge’s daughter, and Jeremy, who became a
lecturer at Cambridge in 1591 and later was a clergyman in the
north of England.
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Tobias was born around 1574-6 and was about the same age as
Sir Roger. He became a lecturer and a member of the governing
body of Trinity College and was also a Doctor of Divinity. Around
1611, and so in the reign of James I (the sixth of Scotland), Tobias
resigned his post or fellowship probably to get married, as college
fellows had to be bachelors. It was convenient that the wellendowed Whitwell Rectory was vacant soon after and it is possible
that he was invited to apply for the position. In any case, Richard
Neile, the Bishop of Lichfield, duly confirmed the appointment and
since Neile is known to have favoured ritual in church services,
rather than the staid protestant type service, it is likely that
Waterhouse was of a similar persuasion.
Waterhouse married Elizabeth Copley, daughter of Edward
Copley of Southill near Biggleswade in Bedfordshire. Of their
children born in the parish of Whitwell, Tobie junior was their
youngest son, as is stated on the plaque on the chancel north wall,
though that is not its original position. The ‘sweet babe’, just 4½
years old, died suddenly in June 1623, "full of grace and truth". As
Waterhouse was nearing 50 years of age, and his wife could
scarcely have been a great deal younger, they were not likely to
have had any more children with Toby "the youngest" and perhaps
the only son, making the loss even more poignant for the couple,
although infant mortality was high and his death not exceptional
for the time.
All that is known is the Waterhouses left the parish in the late
1620s in strained circumstances. It is possible that it was over the
finances and there seems to have been some question of the
Rector’s integrity. He had been a pluralist (holding more than one
living), although that was not unusual in those days. Both of his
other churches were in Nottinghamshire, one being Kirkby-inAshfield. It seems likely that when Waterhouse left the parish, Sir
Roger and he were not on the best of terms.

Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of August
1st

London's Regent Canal opens 1820

3rd

Queen opens Commonwealth Games in Edmonton Canada
1978

5th

Jackie Stewart wins German grand prix from pole position 1973

4th

Langwith Colliery ceases production 1987

7th

All Lokomotiv (Rus) ice hockey team and coaches killed in air
crash 2011

8th

Tennis champion, Roger Federer, born Basel Switzerland 1981

th

9

Flyweight boxer, Nicola Adams, wins gold London Olympics
2012

10th

Hollywood classic, Sunset Boulevard, released 1950

12th

Explosion on Russian submarine ‘Kursk’ kills all 118 sailors
2000

14th

Clowne Co-op succumbs to Tesco and closes 2005

15th

IRA kill 31 people at Omagh in terrorist attack 1998

19

th

Hungerford massacre, 16 die at the hands of Michael Ryan
1987

19th

Derbyshire beat Essex in semi-final Nat West Trophy Cricket
1981

20th

England score a record 903/7declared vs Australia 1938

21st

Creswell's able seaman, Thomas R Briggs, killed in action 1944

24th

Tinsley Cooling Towers (Sheffield) demolished 2008

25

th

Warsop Main Colliery ceases production after 91 years 1989

27th

New £5m visitor centre opens in Sherwood Forest 2018

29th

Former F1 champion James Hunt born 1947

30th

US Actor Charles Bronson ‘Magnificent 7’ dies (81) 2003

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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Local History Corner
Alterations, Renovations and Gifts to the Churches 1949
Creswell Church
A disquieting report in January 1949 on the state of the church
tower in Creswell was received by the Parochial Church Council.
Perhaps the war had caused repairs to be put on one side but now
they needed attention. The pointing was a worry and scaffolding
needed to be erected, a large cost but some money was in hand.
However, the children were called upon to help and a ‘Buy a Brick’
competition was held throughout the year and £32 worth of ‘bricks’
were sold! Twelve children were given awards for their efforts.
By June a tender of £470 was accepted for the repair of the tower
and work on the churchyard walls. Only the bare minimum was to
be done but it was noted that further work on the walls of the
church itself would be needed soon. By December all the work
was finished and new heating stoves were also installed in the
Church Room.
The war memorial chapel of St. Michael and All Angels had been
dedicated by the Bishop in May 1948 to remember those who had
died and also all those who had served in the war. A year later a
Children’s Corner was a lovely addition and the pews and choir
stalls had been renovated. The Rev Branson was hoping some
stained glass windows could be installed in both Creswell and
Elmton churches and vestry accommodation provided in Creswell.
By July 1949 the foundation stone of Creswell Church had been
re-faced and re-lettered for the Jubilee Celebrations of the Church.
Mr Wallace Redford, a member of staff at Borrowdale and Sons
and a former choirboy of the church, had carried out the repairs.
An oak kneeling desk was placed in the Sanctuary at Creswell, a
gift from members of the Mitchell family in memory of their parents.
Furniture for the Children’s Corner was given by Mr & Mrs
Hazlehurst, Mr & Mrs F Glasby, Miss Vessey, Mrs Drabble, Mr &
Mrs Gascoigne and the Misses Hunt of Lowestoft.
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Books were given by John and Tom Poynter and Mrs Eadson.
Mrs Williams gave a cross made from cedar wood from the Holy
Land. A silver Lavabo bowl and ewer, given in memory of Albert
Soar, killed in action in Anzio 1944, was dedicated on July 17th.
Elmton Church
By March, Elmton Church had just had repairs done to the
windows and paths. The Vicar reported that an old Elmton friend
had gifted £50 to the church and that the wealth and beauty of
churches was as a result of bequests. He asked that more people
would remember the needs of the church when drawing up their
Wills.
In June, four handsome oak Riddel posts and rails were placed
around the altar as a memorial to a former worshipper and these
had improved the appearance of the sanctuary. (Riddel is an old
word used for curtains and the posts are used to hang curtains on
which could then be opened or closed in parts of the church
service). Thanks to research by Kevin Jones, the former
worshipper was Ellen Samson, whose name appears on a small
brass plaque affixed to one of the posts. Did she live in Elmton or
Creswell? Nothing is known of her.
Elmton School Room was also thoroughly repaired; the roof made
sound, new guttering and fall pipes and outside drainage
improved. Inside the walls were re-plastered with fresh waterproof
cement. The kitchen had a new electric water heater and
cupboards and everything washed down and scrubbed. The cost
was almost £100. An appeal was made to people to trim the grass
and remove dead flowers from relatives’ graves in the churchyard
as 50 holly wreaths were removed in June.
This year, 2020, the Schoolroom and grounds have once again
been renovated.
Enid Hibbert
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For the young (and young at heart)
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A July Woodside Dawn, From My Window
In the twilight of a cloudless sky, on a July summer’s morn,
The birds perform their chorus in anticipation of the dawn.
My window frames a picture of a leafy woodside copse,
As the rising sun’s gold rays adorn the sycamore tree tops.
Woodpigeons and their fledglings, with gusto, flutter and flounce.
With grace, they glide in spirals, then on branches softly bounce.
From side to side, wings raised in turn for balance, they swing and
sway.
They demonstrate their tightrope skills with ease, as if to play.
As the sunlight slowly washes down, a visual effect is seen,
As the canvas forming leaves change hue from ‘forest’ to ‘neon’
green.
In the foreground stands a hawthorn bush, through which red
berries run,
Where the early birds now blissfully soak up the morning sun.
My hedge plays host to families of ground and garden foragers;
Tail flicking blackbirds, hopping robins and dainty dunnock
scurriers
Amongst the tight knit branches, smaller species safely nest;
An impenetrable fortress, out of bounds for all the rest.
Arousing me from the serenity of my woodside contemplation,
There’s a frantic flurry of flapping wings from ‘ALERT’
communication,
As on the pane of my patio door, there sounds a ‘pawed’ pat, pat;
Followed by the entrance of my hungry, meowing cat.
Let the day begin!!

By Vaughan Clements
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Smile Lines

I never thought the comment, "I wouldn't touch you with a six-foot
pole" would become national policy, but here we are!
******************
I'm dyslexic, and recently attended a Zoom conference about the
disorder with a friend. The speakers asked us to share a personal
experience with the group. I told them stress aggravates my
condition, in which I reverse words and letters when I'm tense.
When I finished speaking, my friend blurted out, "Now I know why
you named your daughter Hannah!"
******************
A teacher gave her young class a lesson on Zoom on the magnet
and what it does. The next day in a short test, she included this
question: "My full name has six letters. The first one is M. I am
strong and attractive. I pick up lots of things. What am I?"
When the answers were sent in, the teacher was astonished to
find that more than half her students had answered the question
with the word: "Mother".
******************
On a bus a man gave his seat to a woman. She fainted. On
recovering, she thanked him. Then he fainted.
******************
Due to the quarantine, I'll be telling only inside jokes.
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic. 14,
Asleep. 15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca. 22,
Whose eye. 23, Seth.
DOWN:
1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid. 7,
Sins. 10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18,
A bow. 19, ECHO.
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
01/08/2013
03/08/1993
04/08/2007
12/08/1980
13/08/2001
14/08/1993
18/08/2007
22/08/2009
27/08/1977
27/08/2014
27/08/2017
29/08/2009

Janet Wall
Phillip A Richardson
Brian Smith
Evelyn Durham
Jack Fletcher
Richard Charles Edward Armand
Maud Winifred Gething
Harold Doxey
Arthur Swift
Jane Lunn
David Cook
Vera Alice Hayes

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/08/2001
01/08/2002
01/08/2011
02/08/1987
02/08/1994
02/08/2004
02/08/2012
03/08/2015
03/08/2018
04/08/1997
05/08/1990
05/08/2017
06/08/1966
06/08/1988
07/08/1976
07/08/1996

Thomas Cartwright
23/04/1912
Jack Everley
25/11/1914
Peter Mellors
03/03/1934
John Jennings
17/01/1919
John Wilson
14/06/1926
Mary Wilson
02/05/1947
Doreen Emily Palmer
20/04/1929
Marina Elaine Carte (nee Roberts) 02/12/1934
John Herbert King
11/11/1946
Edith Ellen Ashley
08/05/1923
John William Lancashire
05/09/1901
Barbara Slater
20/01/1933
Arthur Spencer
24/02/1908
Clifford Burrough
26/06/1906
Charles Jepson
16/07/1891
Wilfred Clayton (Reverend)
15/08/1910
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07/08/1996
07/08/2000
07/08/2007
09/08/1915
09/08/1999
10/08/2001
11/08/2012
11/08/2016
12/08/2007
13/08/1956
13/08/1991
13/08/1995
13/08/1997
13/08/2009
14/08/1991
14/08/2001
14/08/2009
15/08/1976
15/08/2013
17/08/1971
18/08/1974
18/08/2001
18/08/2005
18/08/2013
20/08/1977
20/08/1991
21/08/1983
22/08/1990
22/08/1995
23/08/1986
25/08/2001
25/08/2016
30/08/1991

Audrey Tuxford
Gladys Platts
Kenneth Evers
Arthur Godley
Edith Evelyn Buckingham
Harry Lockwood
Lois Ann Boaler
Carl Paddick
Ian Seaton
George Edson
Elsie Proffitt
Anne Jones
Rosa Irene Hart
Margaret Marion Sykes
Olive Marjorie Marriott
Pamela Mary Taylor
Blanche Elizabeth Lloyd
Clifford Mark Hobson
Daisy Wood
Eliza Ann Jepson
Eva Marie Thornton
William McCall
Cyril Arthur Maiden
Joan Presley
Rebecca (Becky) Kitchen
Christina Eliza Wardle
Kathleen Anne Handel
Linda Gray
Jean Katherine Mellors
Nellie Edson
Barrie Spibey
Cyril Adams
Sheila Plummer
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03/12/1926
14/07/1916
07/11/1934
16/04/1908
21/04/1916
17/04/1927
11/02/1977
13/06/1938
11/04/1870
12/07/1913
21/05/1918
12/03/1929
16/03/1920
26/06/1944
03/09/1916
13/05/1958
28/06/1928
06/07/1893
05/10/1918
26/01/1927
29/06/1920
03/12/1894
05/12/1913
03/09/1915
20/08/1954
30/07/1901
25/11/1902
23/03/1954
09/10/1925
25/03/1936

30/08/2004
31/08/1994
31/08/1997
31/08/2005
31/08/2016

Darren James Hickman
Mandy Jepson
Mona Lancashire
Evelyn Kitty Kenyon
Tess McCall
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18/10/1975
01/02/1962
23/12/1907
25/04/1921
04/08/1928

