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The Frailty of Life
According to one survey, during the lockdown, a quarter of adults
in the UK have watched or listened to a religious service and one
in 20 have started praying. While the majority of people who
contract Covid-19 survive, it reminds us that we are much more
frail and weak than we like to think, as the prophet Isaiah says:
‘All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the
flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because
the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass.
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
endures for ever.’ (Isaiah 40:6-8).
Isaiah’s words really resonate at this time. In more normal times
we can avoid facing up to our vulnerability, but this pandemic has
forced us to recognise our weakness and fragility.
However, this shouldn’t lead us to despair or fear; rather it is an
opportunity to worship and praise for His constancy and care. In
Peter’s first letter he quotes this passage from Isaiah and says,
‘For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God’
(1 Peter 1:23). Peter contrasts our mortality with the eternal Word
of God, which bring us new birth and life through the power of the
Spirit. Jesus died for our sins and rose again to make us right with
God, so that through faith in Him we can know eternal life. We
don’t need to be afraid of our frailty, for God is a dependable
foundation on which to build our lives and face eternity.
‘We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree. And wither and
perish, but nought changeth Thee.’ (Immortal, invisible, Walter C
Smith).
Rev Paul Hardingham
Parish Pump
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Preparing our Church Buildings for Re-opening
You may be aware that the government has given permission for
churches to open for individual private prayer from 13th June 2020
and for public worship from 4th July 2020.
Work is ongoing to prepare our buildings for re-opening, bearing
in mind all the requirements for cleaning, social distancing, etc. to
ensure everything is in place to keep you as safe as possible when
visiting our buildings.
We are in a position to open St Lawrence Church, Whitwell for
individual private prayer from 12th July 2020. The church will be
open on Sundays from 3pm-5pm only and you will be required to
apply hand gel as you enter the building. St Peter’s, Elmton, St
Mary Magdalene, Creswell, and All Saints, Steetley, remain closed
at the moment.
We are working towards services resuming in our churches from
the beginning of August 2020, subject to further risk assessments
being completed and signed off. However, there will only be one
service in the benefice each Sunday as the guidance does not
allow clergy to conduct services in multiple locations on the same
day due to the risk of potential cross contamination. A rota for
services is being developed and information will be published on
the website (www.ecwst.com) as soon as details are confirmed.
These continue to be strange and difficult times, necessitating
changes to how we will gather together to worship.
A range of prayer and worship resources can be found on the
Church of England website at:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/mediacentre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/coronaviruscovid-19-liturgy-and-prayer
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Prayers
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time
of uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and
fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in
your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
Merciful God, we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in
pain, knowing that whenever danger threatens your everlasting
arms are there to hold them safe. Comfort and heal them, and
restore them to health and strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience to all who are
caring for the sick, and your wisdom to those searching for a cure.
Strengthen them with your Spirit, that through their work many will
be restored to health; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
***************
Through absence,
Through doubt,
Through questions
And fears,
Through locked doors
And longing
Jesus comes.
His risen presence
Bringing blessing,
Hope and healing,
Restoration
And His precious,
Faith-affirming
Gift of peace.
By Daphne Kitching
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Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
August 2020
September 2020
October 2020
November 2020

Submission deadline
19th July 2020
23rd August 2020
20th September 2020
18th October 2020
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Crossword (answers on page 17)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6)
4 ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel
14:51) (6)
7 ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) (4)
8 See 5 Down
9 Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour to his life?’ (Luke
12:25) (3)
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16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men will dream dreams’
(Acts 2:17) (3)
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you will be left with nothing
in Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you — for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 3:12) (6)
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)
Down
1 ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find — for your
souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4)
2 Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times (Luke 22:55)
(9)
3 Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a convert from
Hinduism, — Sundar Singh (5)
4 ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — — leaned in charge
of the gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2)
5 and 8 Across
The Lover describes this facial feature of the
Beloved thus: ‘Your — is like the tower of Lebanon looking towards
— ’ (Song of Songs 7:4) (4,8)
6 ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled — your waist’
(Ephesians 6:14) (5)
10 Trout (anag.) (5)
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who — bread into the
bowl with me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the Babylonians,
was one (Daniel 5:31) (4)
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The Rectors of Whitwell (Part 6) – The 1500s
We are now in the era of the Reformation, a period of great change
for the people of the time. It needs to be emphasized that it was
not simply a matter of Henry VIII’s divorce from Catherine of
Aragon so to beget a son and heir and the pope refusing to go
along with it, although that was the occasion which brought it
about. Martin Luther had already advocated Protestant beliefs in
Germany and there were intellectuals, merchants and prominent
towns people in England who (though a minority) agreed with them
and wanted change. When the pope refused to annul the
marriage, as he did not wish to offend Catherine’s nephew, the
Emperor Charles V (for the sake of family honour), Henry severed
all links with Rome, although he remained a catholic at heart.
"Harry’s Cate was Charley’s aunt" as the saying went and the
English reformers were soon active, as there was much that
needed to be put right in the Church. The Reformation was a vast
historical movement and not a single happening.
Of course, Whitwell like all parish churches, felt the result, even
though there was not the destruction here that took place in cities
like London. At some point the rood screen and loft under the
chancel arch were demolished, as can still be seen in the
stonework at the entrance to the North Transept, and round about
1550 all images and pictures were removed with the church
appearing more as it does today. Further afield the monasteries
at Worksop and Welbeck had been suppressed by 1538, sold by
the crown and turned into residences.
Records being patchy, the next known incumbent after Mayfield
(already noted) was Brian Sandeford. It is not clear when he
arrived in Whitwell but he was the priest when Henry’s
commissioners paid a visit when compiling the national record
called the Valor Ecclesiasticus (1535). In it Sandeford is described
as ‘Dominus’ meaning master or Sir, just as priests were
addressed in Shakespeare’s plays. He was not a knight, but it
meant he had been to Cambridge. Sandeford may have moved
on in 1543 or he may have died, as the historian J.C.Cox, who was
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a Derbyshire man, believed. He was succeeded by Robert Holme,
Rector from 1543-46, who came to Whitwell from a Warwickshire
parish. Three patrons, then in control of the living, appointed him,
namely Edward Stanley, Earl of Derby, George Foljambe and
Thomas Hollys. The next Rector was also a Brian Sandeford, or
was Cox wrong about his death in 1543 and the same Sandeford
had returned to the parish? Another possibility is that this was a
son or relation of the ‘first’ Sandeford. By this time the de Ryes
had recovered control of the Rectory as Brian de Rye, an
illegitimate son of Ralph de Rye of Tickhill was the patron. The
‘second’ Sandford was a pluralist, with another church at
Hawkeswoth, Nottinghamshire.
After Henry VIII died in 1547 and was succeeded by his son, the
boy King Edward VI, the Protestant Reformation took root with the
destruction of much of the colourful art in church interiors. It was
also a time when church plate and vestments were hidden away
in case they might be needed later under a new monarch, for there
was a brief catholic restoration under Mary I (1550s), followed by
her sister, Elizabeth I, in 1558 when the Church of England was
established and claimed as a ‘middle way’ between catholic and
protestant extremes. In this period nationwide many of the clergy,
to keep their livings, had to adopt the Vicar of Bray’s attitude and
change with the sovereign viz, "and this is Law, I will maintain until
my dying day Sir, that whatsoever King shall reign I’ll be the Vicar
of Bray Sir," or Rector of Whitwell! Soon after Elizabeth’s
accession in 1559, the Book of Common Prayer was introduced
and it survived, with modifications, to living memory.
It is claimed, on good authority, that in the Middle Ages Whitwell
church was dedicated to All Saints and there was only an altar at
the west end of the north aisle dedicated to St Lawrence, but for
some reason it became the church’s dedication in the 1500s.
There were many such changes at the time, especially in churches
dedicated to St Thomas Becket, but why expunge All Saints? In
1593 John Manners of Haddon bought Whitwell Hall and estate
for his son, Roger. He rebuilt it and both settled there.
Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of July
1st

Bloodiest battle of WW1, Battle of the Somme, begins 1916

2nd

TT motor cyclist, Joey Dunlop, dies whilst leading race in
Estonia 2000

3rd

Novak Djokovic wins his first Wimbledon, defeating Nadal 2011

4th

Mansfield shoe factory closes, 40 jobs lost 2004

th

5

First TV News bulletin (BBC) read by Richard Baker 1954

6th

Rolling Stones No1 in album charts ‘Emotional Rescue’ 1980

8th

John Pemberton, who invented Coca Cola born Georgia 1831

9th
13

English Artist, David Hockney, born in Bradford (83) 1937
th

West End show Les Miserables closes after almost 34 yrs 2019

16th

Apollo 11 launched in its quest to land on the moon 1969

17th

Creswell's Regors closes as a cinema 1972

18th

Entrepreneur Richard Branson born (70) 1950

20

th

Belgian cyclist Eddy Merckx wins Tour De France 1969

21st

Golfer, Sandy Lyle (Scot) wins open at Royal St Georges 1985

22nd

George Spicer and wife report sighting The Loch Ness monster
1933

23rd

All England tennis club (Wimbledon) founded 1868

th

War Epic, Saving Private Ryan, (Tom Hanks) released 1998

25th

GB's Adam Peaty breaks 50m breaststroke w/champs 2017

28th

Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand Austria invade Serbia
WW1 1914

30th

Newcastle Utd sign Alan Shearer from Blackburn for £15m
1996

24

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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Local History Corner
Holidays Elmton and Creswell - Summer 1949
At Easter people were thinking of the first welcome break of the year.
It had been a long and arduous winter, petrol had been in short supply
but the few who had cars were planning days in the country and
others were going on bus trips. It seems someone in Creswell was
again putting up a poster offering a reward to anyone who could prove
that Good Friday was mentioned in the Holy Scripture. The vicar,
Rev Stanley Branson, reminded people that the word ‘holidays’
comes from Holy Days and that Good Friday and Easter were indeed
Holy Days.
By June the Rev Branson, who had already been living in Creswell
for 6 years, had travelled to the South Coast where he had grown up
as a boy. He wrote that the Sussex Downs area, where he had
scrambled for mussels and crabs and had seen the old chalk
smugglers tracks cut deeply in the downs, had remained the same.
The war had not changed nature and it was good that those whose
lives were spent in industrial areas were able to get away and see
the beauty of the land.
The last week of July was the Pit Holiday Week, still only 7 days for
the miners but many now going to different destinations, Skegness,
Cleethorpes, Blackpool and some venturing abroad.
All an
alternative for Boys Brigade members who, before the war, went to
Rhyl.
An outing was arranged by the C.E.M.S. to Stratford upon Avon in
June. Some visited the theatre where Diana Wynyard and Godfrey
Tearless starred in Othello. In the interval they went on the terrace
to watch the Regatta and heard in the distance the pealing of the
Stratford Church bells being rung by the Bolsover Ringers who
included Mr L Bacon, the captain of Creswell Bell Ringers.
The second annual Sunday School Field Day was held in July in
perfect weather when 250 scholars marched from the senior school
to Mr Tommy Moore’s field for sports races, with free ice cream to
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cool down! After a picnic tea of sandwiches, cakes and lemonade,
the children returned to the school for entertainment by Miss
Sinclair’s School of Dance and Mr Jimmy Ellis, a ventriloquist and
cartoonist of Worksop. A wonderful day for all. Miss Sinclair, whose
real name was Clarice Ledger, started her career in London shows.
She taught ballet, tap and acrobatics at the Palais de Danse in
Worksop. Her pupils wore a short navy blue silk dress with red collar
and cuffs and SSD embroidered in red on the front.
In August the scouts had a summer camp in Mapleton, 2 miles from
Ashbourne and on the River Dove. The weather was good; they
bathed in the Dove and the cooking by each patrol was of a high
standard. Parents visited on the Saturday and a cricket match was
held between them and the boys, which of course the boys won.
John Boffey bowled and took 7 wickets for 11 runs, his batting being
helped by Harold Faulkner who scored 15 not out. A football game
resulted in a Scouts win, 3 goals scored by Brian Ford against the
parents 2.
There was a church policy of educating the choirboys and so a visit
was arranged for them to visit York Minster. A stop on the way at
Selby resulted in visiting the Abbey Church there, noting the beautiful
carvings and the ‘Jesse’ window constructed in 1340 and the second
finest stained glass window in England, the finest being the west
window in York Minster. On reaching York and after a picnic, the
boys separated; some walked on the old walls, some visited the
Shambles or rowed a boat or even went to the railway station to train
spot. A visit to the Minster followed and the boys sat in the Choir for
Evensong. They were all held spellbound by the magnificent singing
and the music from the great organ.
For those unable to afford a holiday there was always the Regors
Cinema to visit. Films changed 3 times a week and prices were 1s9d
balcony, downstairs 1/- and 9d, with double seats in the back row!
Enid Hibbert
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For the young (and young at heart)
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‘As If’. Part 10. The Sound of Silence
From the tag to the film, ‘Alien’, it may seem,
That in space’s virtual vacuum, “No one can hear you scream!”
But electro-magnetic vibrations can be pulsated to our ears,
Transferred by NASA instruments into ‘music from the spheres’.
They have been composed into melodic sensations,
Similar to the Beach Boys, ‘picking up good vibrations’.
And, if they combined in symphonic harmony,
Would they play, in key, David’s secret chord of ‘C’?
“Oh little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie,
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep,
The silent stars go by.”
‘As If’, in the beginning,
Stars were assembled on that day,
With the celestial orchestral request,
For His glory, to play.

By Vaughan Clements
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1, Riches. 4, Abner’s. 7, Soul. 8, Damascus. 9, Statutes. 13, Add.
16, Craftsmanship. 17, Old. 19, Redeemer. 24, Walls are. 25,
Wise. 26, Target. 27, Thieve.
DOWN:
1, Rest. 2, Courtyard. 3, Sadhu. 4, Arm he. 5, Nose. 6, Round.
10, Tutor. 11, Timid. 12, Sense. 13, Ashbelite. 14, Dips. 15,
Echo. 18, Lhasa. 20, Exact. 21, Erect. 22, Flog. 23, Mede
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
02/07/1999
05/07/2008
06/07/2005
07/07/1989
07/07/2006
08/07/2007
14/07/2007
14/07/2008
14/07/2015
16/07/2013
19/07/1996
19/07/2018
20/07/2006
23/07/2005
23/07/2008
24/07/2005
27/07/1938
29/07/1998

Gerald Rice
Edna Gertrude Gration
Gillian Wells
Ernest Orwin
Ged Singleton
Jack Fox
Eileen Proffit
Evalina Higgins
Hazel Monica Richards
Allison Burton
Thomas Turner
Paul Martyn Handley
Gladys Stubbins
Brian Thomas William Drayner
Donald Streets
Sidney Sargent
Alfred Smedley
Margaret Jane Ellis

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/07/1998
02/07/2007
03/07/1962
03/07/2010
04/07/2005
04/07/2016
04/07/2016
05/07/1994
05/07/2005
05/07/2007

Robert Burton
Leonora Harbottle
Charles Allsop Smith
David Neil Carstairs
Bessie Senior
Ronald Watson
Terry Gordon
Ronald Arthur Hind
Margaret Elizabeth Wyld
Jeannie Daines
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23/02/1906
05/05/1922
25/06/1960
18/10/1915
22/07/1922
31/03/1965
24/09/1925
24/04/1932
03/12/1950

06/07/1987
06/07/1989
07/07/1986
07/07/1988
07/07/1989
07/07/2000
09/07/1985
09/07/2014
10/07/1995
10/07/2000
11/07/2004
11/07/2015
12/07/1970
13/07/1996
13/07/2009
14/07/1969
14/07/1997
14/07/1998
14/07/2010
15/07/1982
15/07/1997
16/07/1994
17/07/1632
17/07/1976
17/07/1986
17/07/1995
17/07/2001
17/07/2004
18/07/1964
21/07/1989
21/07/1995
21/07/2014
23/07/2007

Grant Richard Calow
Audrey Nelly Wilson
Philip Rawson
William Henry Rodgers
Ernest Orwin
Dave Whyles
Bernard Denton Webster
Andrea Elizabeth Thompson
Edith Annie Pain
John Stanley Hague
Colin Geoffrey Webster
Dr Brian Philip Birkett
Horace Holmes
Doreen (Rene) Granger
Sidney George Bennett
George Slaney
Phyllis Mary Jackson
Mark James Prescott
Winifred Wilson
Ernest Palmer
Doris Yates
William Owen Evers
Sir Roger Manners
Leonard George Handel
Graham Allan Greaves
David Stanley William Bayliss
Grace Mabel Manser
Alfred Cooke
Roy Howard Martin
Martha Gladys Webster
Stanley Wallace Turner
Valerie Eaton
John Herbert Streets
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26/07/1944
24/03/1910
02/01/1965
10/06/1918
19/05/1909
18/09/1944
12/05/1904
02/11/1956
06/09/1907
22/11/1923
27/01/1930
11/05/1989
06/05/1903
24/12/1930
29/12/1916
23/12/1978
25/03/1914
01/06/1966
07/06/1920
17/01/1906
05/11/1913
16/08/1918
24/10/1913
31/05/1932
14/09/1946
04/02/1916
23/11/1917
23/10/1947
01/07/2004
12/06/1928
07/07/1953
25/04/1920

23/07/2008
23/07/2016
25/07/1990
25/07/1999
26/07/2008
27/07/2016
28/07/1956
28/07/1996
29/07/2004
30/07/1972
30/07/2015

Ethel Minnie Smith
Jean Lamb
Margaret B Woodhead
Gordon Henry Martin
Rose Emily Kidd
Edwin Charles Herbert Prior
Ivy Lee
Winifred Borysenko
Frederick Ashley
Ada Pain
Michael Thorlby-Coy
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28/06/1921
08/12/1927
10/08/1903
16/11/1918
15/11/1914
06/11/1920
04/10/1900
29/01/1923
20/02/1906
14/03/1899
28/08/1943

