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Our Church Buildings are now re-open for services
Our churches are now open for services. Unfortunately for now
the church buildings must remain closed at all other times. For the
time being there will be one service each Sunday in the benefice,
alternating between Whitwell and Creswell. This rota is subject to
change to accommodate any weddings so please check the
services / events section of the website for details of service
location. Due to the requirements for social distancing it is
currently not possible for services to take place at Elmton or
Steetley.
There are some changes to bear in mind when you do attend
church which are necessary to reduce the risk of virus
transmission. You will need to remain 2 metres apart from people
not within your household at all times. We understand that this will
be very difficult, especially as we haven’t seen each other for so
long, but it is a sign that we love and care for one another and are
doing our best to keep each other safe. Please give people room
to enter and leave the church building and move around whilst
inside, ensuring the 2 metres distance is maintained.
There will be a ‘one way’ system in place and we ask you follow
the directions of the Church Wardens / Sidespersons. Services will
start at 10.30am but we ask that you do not gather too early for
this, 10.15am will be early enough. We will need to record your
name and a contact number for the government’s Track and Trace
service. This information will be held for 3 weeks and then
destroyed.
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell. On entering and leaving the
building hand sanitizer will be available and we ask that you use
this.
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Face coverings are now mandatory in places of worship. This is a
legal requirement. Therefore, please make sure you bring a face
covering with you when you attend church..
The doors of our churches will be left open to ventilate the building
and so you may wish to consider wearing extra layers to keep
warm.
The way we worship together will look and feel quite different to
how we are used to worshipping, for example, services will be
said, with no hymns or sung responses. Medical advice also warns
that loud talking is a way that the virus can spread, so responses
during the service are optional, but if you choose to respond,
please speak them quietly and prayerfully. When we share the
peace, we will stay in our seats and simply wave or make the sign
of the peace with others around us. There will be no collection
plate passed around during the service but a collection plate will
be available near the exit. Please do continue to support your
church by giving generously and consider arranging to give or
continue to give electronically for your safety and convenience.
During communion services, only the bread will be distributed.
Please observe social distancing when receiving communion and
please do not kneel at the altar rail.
It will take a while for this ’new normal’ to feel normal and for us to
hit our stride with the new arrangements so please bear with us as
there are bound to be ‘teething problems’ initially but we are all
committed to the long term future of the benefice. There are a lot
of changes to think about for all of us, but despite the issues we
are facing, let us not try not to forget what we gather in unity to do,
to worship a loving God and to pray for the needs of the world and
each other.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for September
Sunday 6th September
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 13th September
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 20th September
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 27th September
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Mining Disaster Memorial Service
St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Sunday 4th October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
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3.00pm

10.30am

What’s in your hand?
September is usually the time when we get back to our normal
routines after the summer break. With the current coronavirus
pandemic, it’s very different this year. However, it is still a good
time to consider how God can use us to make a real difference in
our workplace, school, family, friends and community. He equips
us with everything we need to make His love known.
When God gave Moses the job of bringing the Israelites out of
Egypt, He asked the question, ‘What is in your hand?’ (Exodus
4:2). Moses was holding his staff, which represented his livelihood
(what he was good at); his resources (his flock represented his
wealth) and his security (which God was asking him to lay down).
God asks the same question of us: What has God given you? Our
gifts, temperament, experience, relationships, mind, education
can be used in the work God has given us to do. How will we use
them to make a difference in the places where He calls us to serve
Him?
John Ortberg, in his book It All Goes Back in the Box, speaks of
Johnny, a 19 year old with Downs Syndrome. He worked at a
supermarket checkout putting people’s items into bags. To
encourage his customers, he decided to put a thought for the day
into the bags. Every night his dad would help him to prepare the
slips of paper and he would put the thoughts into the bags saying,
‘I hope it helps you have a good day. Thanks for coming here.’ A
month later the store manager noticed that Johnny's line at the
checkout was three times longer than anyone else's! People
wanted Johnny's thought for the day. He wasn’t just filling bags
with groceries, he was filling lives with hope!
What has God given you that will help and encourage others?

Canon Paul Hardingham
Parish Pump
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Prayers
Loving God, you are merciful and forgiving. Grant that those who
are suffering the hurts of the past may experience your generous
love. Heal their memories, comfort them, and send them all from
here renewed and hopeful; in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
***************
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the
renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
***************
Blessed are you, Lord our God. How sweet are your words to the
taste, sweeter than honey to the mouth. How precious are your
commands for our life, more than the finest gold in our hands. How
marvellous is your will for the world, Unending is your love for the
nations. Our voices shall sing of your promises and our lips
declare your praise. Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
Amen
***************
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain
and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and
lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Amen
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Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
October 2020
November 2020
December 2020

Submission deadline
20th September 2020
18th October 2020
22nd November 2020
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Crossword (answers on page 20)

Crossword Clues
Across
8 Where the Ark of the Covenant was kept for 20 years (1 Samuel
7:1) (7,6)
9 One of the parts of the body on which blood and oil were put in
the ritual cleansing from infectious skin diseases (Leviticus 14:14–
17) (3)
10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4)
11 ‘Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — ’ (Malachi 1:3) (5)
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13 Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the church in Ephesus
(Acts 20:17) (7)
16 ‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground with his finger’
(John 8:6) (7)
19 Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5)
22 Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)
24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy
ministered before the Lord under — the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6)
25 There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6)
Down
1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6)
2 See 24 Across
3 Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated in
the Soviet Union (8)
4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6)
5 The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4)
6 ‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compassion
on the child she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)
7 Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)
12 ‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of
engraving, to work in Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3)
14 Second city of Cyprus (8)
15 United Nations Association (1,1,1)
16 One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from
the dead (Mark 16:1) (6)
17 Braved (anag.) (6)
18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)
20 ‘Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their
own sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6)
21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love
of God’ (Romans 8:39) (6)
23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4)
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The Rectors of Whitwell (Part 8) – Early to Mid 1600s
The departure of Rev Waterhouse from Whitwell Rectory in the
late 1620s was followed a few years later by the death of Sir Roger
Manners in 1632. He was the last resident squire in the parish
and thereafter the Hall was let by the Manners family to a
succession of tenants. This was well into the reign of Charles I
who throughout the 1630s dispensed with parliament and ruled
without it for 11 years. War against the Scots in 1639 (his own
people) was followed by the Civil War in England (1642-48). How
far Whitwell was directly affected by the conflict is not easy to
discover, although William Cavendish of Welbeck and Bolsover
(later Duke of Newcastle) raised troops locally for the king until the
cavaliers were roundly defeated at Marston Moor in 1644.
Some of the Whitwell boys may have run off to join Parliament, but
Whitwell was a remote parish in those days (no M1) and probably
saw little of the war, except when troops from both sides passed
through the village marching between Chesterfield and Worksop.
Villagers would have thought that the sooner they were gone, the
better. As is well known, hostilities came to an end in 1648 with a
resounding parliamentary victory. Charles paid with his life and
the Church of England in its existing episcopal form with bishops
was suppressed and became like a puritan church.
The next known rector, or should we say minister, was appointed
by parliament about 1648. He was John or Joseph Rowlandson,
the son a canon of Lichfield Cathedral who had been born in 1617
and had studied at Oxford. In the chaos of the war he was not
averse to helping himself to church property, but when caught by
parliamentary commissioners he acknowledged the error of his
ways and became a puritan preacher in Battle in Sussex, where
he delivered excessively long sermons, which he then repeated at
Whitwell. He left in 1659, just after the death of Oliver Cromwell.
The next Rector arrived in the same year and not long before the
Restoration of the monarchy in the person of Charles II (1660).
His name was John or Joseph Swetnam and he was in his late
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50s when he moved in. Swetnam was the son of a vicar of
St Alkmund’s in Derby and after studying at Cambridge he was,
for 26 years, vicar of Dalbury near Derby, until he was ejected by
Parliament in 1650.
Swetnam was a strict Presbyterian in theology, although this did
not prevent him from being a pluralist as he was Rector of All
Saints Derby as well as being presented with the living of Whitwell
Church by the Earl of Rutland (a cousin of Sir Roger), who was a
parliamentarian. Swetnam does not appear to have been a
diligent priest, as he was ejected from All Saints by order of Bishop
Hackett of Lichfield and shortly after, in 1662, he was asked to
resign the Whitwell Church living. These were uncertain, even
dangerous times, and although Swetnam is said to have favoured
the Restoration of Charles II (1660), he actively advised his clerical
colleagues to keep their political opinions to themselves, yet he
may not have followed his own advice. His son, Thomas, was, for
a time, vicar of Turnditch in Derbyshire until he was ejected from
that parish, like father like son.
Bishop Hacket, mentioned above, was incidentally, the Bishop of
Lichfield who restored the cathedral after the heavy war damage.
Hugh Bonham, the next Rector, was another student from Oxford,
although officials from parliament expelled him for royalist opinions
before he had completed his course. Still, the parliamentarian Earl
of Rutland placed him in Whitwell Rectory, although he left after
3 years, possibly through neglect of duty or for his political and
theological opinions. The nation was still recovering from the
scars of war and one had to tread carefully in expressing opinions
in public. The Cavalier Parliament of the 1660s had its own back
on the puritans through the Clarendon Code, a serious of laws
restricting, though not entirely forbidding, puritan preaching and
worship. But at least the Civil War was over.
Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of September
1st

TV show Bob's Full House (Bob Monkhouse) aired for first time
1984

2nd

Hillsborough stadium (Sheffield) holds its first soccer match
1899

3rd

Diana, Princess of Wales, opens Bassetlaw hospital 1987

4th

GB men team pursuit (cycling) win bronze in Munich Olympics
1972

5th

Terrorists kill 11 Israeli athletes in Munich massacre Olympics
1972

5th

Derbyshire win cricket's Nat West Trophy v Northants 1981

6th
10

Comedian and actor, Alan Davies (Johnathan Creek) born 1966
th

Rafa Nadal wins US open men's tennis singles 2017

11th

Elvis Presley has 12 albums in top 60 following his death 1977

12th

Country & Western singer Johnny Cash dies (71) 2003

14th

Toulon ridden by Pat Eddery wins St Ledger at Doncaster 1991

15

th

The Sun newspaper founded 1964

18th

Women PC's Nicola Hughes and Fiona Bone shot dead
Manchester 2012

19th

Dam Buster's leader Guy Gibson killed in action over Holland
1944

20th

The infamous "Ford Cortina" car launched 1962

23rd

BBC launch informative teletext service Ceefax 1974

24

th

Heartthrob David Cassidy no1 with "How Can I Be Sure" 1972

25th

Liz Dawn (Vera Duckworth Coronation St) dies (77) 2017

26th

47 bodies recovered from Creswell colliery after disaster 1950

30th

Topping the singles chart are Simply Red with Fairground 1995

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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Local History Corner
Creswell 1904
At this time the Rev Christopher W Tibbits was the vicar of both
Elmton and Creswell Churches and was assisted by the Rev Allan
Cameron as the village of Creswell was rapidly expanding. One
of the concerns for Creswell people was the fact that they couldn’t
marry in the new St Mary Magdalene Church as it did not have a
licence for the solemnisation of marriages. The cost of such was
£4.14s but there was also the need to provide a safe in which to
keep the registers which might cost another £5-£6. It was decided
that a subscription list be started at once to defray the cost of
obtaining one.
By May £8 had been given but £2 was still needed. 14 subscribers
had given 2s6d each, 38 had given 1s and 21 had given 6d each.
A concert had made the sum of £3.1.0d, the Rev Cameron gave
10s6d and a Mr JG Linekar 5s. Then, in June, further donations
made up the grand total of £9.5s which allowed the Bishop to give
the Vicar the formal licence to solemnise marriages in the church.
This was granted solely for the convenience of Creswell people
but those wanting to marry in Elmton Church could still do so. A
fire resisting safe had been bought and the usual documents,
registers, etc. necessary for marriage registration had been
provided.
On 9th July Arthur Gill and Gertrude Timmons seem to be first to
be married in St Mary Magdalene Church, then followed Horace
Turner and Edith Wade on 20th August, 1st September Thomas
Richmond and Lizzie Hepworth and 12th September John Hall and
Lily Renshaw.
The Vicar was also kept busy baptising infants, 52 between
5th May and 27th October 1904. Sadly in this period 13 babies, in
ages ranging from 30 minutes to 16 months, died, as did one
young boy aged 12 years.
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In May it was reported that someone in Elmton had caught
smallpox and there was a possibility that the church had been
infected. The M.O.H. strongly recommended that the church be
closed, which disappointed the villagers but there were no more
cases and the original patient recovered.
In the autumn dancing classes were held weekly in the Creswell
School, admission 6d, but these were closely supervised by the
Vicar and five churchmen.
9 years later, in 1913, there was a change. The then Vicar, the
Rev B Soole writing in the Parish Magazine wrote, “The question
of a girls dance doesn’t trouble me in the least. Indeed there is a
Scriptural warrant for it, for didn’t Miriam and her maidens dance
before the Lord? But a mixed dance in connection with Church
work in which men are admitted is, to my mind, another matter
altogether and I am prepared to give my reasons for
conscientiously objecting to this to any man who may care to ask
me. I know of a girl today who told her Vicar that she traced her
downfall to a church dance and I should be acting right against my
conscience if I were to consent to what I had reason to think might
possibly prove a snare to one or two. Mixed dancing in other than
actual church functions is another matter altogether and is not in
any sense my responsibility”. So presumably the classes were
stopped!
Enid Hibbert
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For the young (and young at heart)
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An August Sunset. A Sequel
The curtain rises on an evening scene
As the hue of the leaves changes back from ‘forest’ to ‘neon’ green.
The setting sun’s rays once again adorn the tops
Of the towering sycamore trees in the woodside plantation copse.
The aerobatic squadron of swallows that have ‘made a summer’
sojourn,
Before they cross the sea once more and to Africa return,
Tilting and diving over gardens and fields, with twitters and trills they
sing,
And, like Battle of Britain spitfires, hawk insects, on the wing.
Resident wood pigeons flutter intermittently on their nests
Where dawn’s eastern rays have become a dusky projection from the
west,
As the shadow lined rising proscendium,
A dark duvet cover, has now become.
Focussing on the silhouette of a farm on a hill,
I feel the Earth is moving, and the Sun is standing still.
Through the bank of clouds on the horizon blasts a golden shaft of
light,
Like the open roof of a steel furnace lights up the sky at night.
In the fading amber embers of the sunset afterglow,
Satisfied swallows return to family ‘holiday home’ nests they know.
Now it’s ‘happy hour’ for their evening counterpart pipistrell bats
That click and dart as they capitalize on the swallows’ surplus of
gnats.
When the somnolent sun has sunk into a slumber deep,
Night creatures are awakened that fly and crawl and creep,
And a barn owl’s screech rends the night air like a referee’s whistle’s
peep,
Let the nocturnal games begin!
By Vaughan Clements
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Smile Lines

A surgeon, an architect and a politician were arguing as to whose
profession was the oldest. Said the surgeon: “Eve was made from
Adam’s rib and that surely was a surgical operation”.
“Maybe”, admitted the architect, “but prior to that, order was
created out of chaos and that was an architectural job”.
“But”, the politician pointed out in triumph, “somebody had to have
created the chaos in the first place!”
******************
A second year student explaining to a first year student how to
write essays: “When you take stuff from one writer, it’s plagiarism,
but when you take it from many writers, it’s called research.”
******************
Being the office supervisor, I had to have a word with a new
employee who never arrived at work on time. I explained that her
tardiness was unacceptable and that other employees had noticed
that she was walking in late every day.
After listening to my complaints, she agreed that this was a
problem and even offered a solution. "Is there another door I could
use?"
******************
This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat. It was obvious
she thought her cat understood her. I came into my house and told
my dog. We laughed a lot.
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
8, Kiriath Jearim. 9, Toe. 10, Ill at ease. 11, Hated. 13, Miletus. 16,
Started. 19, Micah. 22, Leviticus. 24, Eli. 25, Mary and Joseph
DOWN:
1, Sketch. 2, Priest. 3, Samizdat. 4, Shalom. 5, Wept. 6, Breast.
7, Embers. 12, Art. 14, Limassol. 15, UNA. 16, Salome. 17,
Adverb. 18, Decade. 20, Clever. 21, Height. 23, Tear
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
01/09/2004
02/09/1999
02/09/2008
07/09/2005
07/09/2006
08/09/1991
09/09/2014
11/09/2010
11/09/2012
12/09/1989
16/09/2010
17/09/2008
22/09/1987
23/09/1994
24/09/2004
24/09/2006
24/09/2013
25/09/2001
27/09/2018
28/09/2004

Dorothy Clifford
Robert Chadwick
Mabel Geary
Jessie Glasby
James Henry Shepherd
Kate Rice
Richard Rice
Bertram Parker
Mary Sturton
Douglas Lievesley
Roy Durham
John Kenneth Robinson
Winifred Mary Hannah Marsh
Roy Richmond Webster
Harold Lunn
Dorothy Shepherd
Roy Whitehead
Joyce Plumb
Graham Bettison
Molly Donna Simons Holland

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/09/1958
01/09/1997
01/09/1998
02/09/2008
03/09/1992
03/09/1992
03/09/2001
03/09/2014

Mary Matilda Stubbins
Gwendoline Marjorie Maguire
Howard Henricsen
Florence Holmes
Annie Glasby
William Setchell
Alan Baker
Mabel Green
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06/03/1889
10/02/1921
29/04/1919
15/02/1897
16/07/1920
01/01/1950
14/06/1919

04/09/1958
04/09/1995
05/09/1995
06/09/1990
06/09/2012
07/09/2010
08/09/1951
08/09/2009
09/09/1982
09/09/1990
09/09/1992
10/09/1991
11/09/1971
11/09/1983
11/09/1987
11/09/2015
12/09/1992
13/09/1988
13/09/1993
13/09/2003
13/09/2006
13/09/2017
14/09/1982
14/09/1989
14/09/2008
14/09/2013
15/09/1957
15/09/1988
15/09/1990
16/09/1976
16/09/1990
16/09/1997
16/09/1997

Wilfred Pickering
Joyce Chell
Ethel Jennings
Doris Charles Worth
Lilian Avis Wood
Herbert George Roberts
Annice Lee
Grace Peet
Joan Mary Medlam
Kathleen May Radford
Violet Sylvia Pearson
Elizabeth Clayton
May Whyles
Beatrice Irene Plumb
Violet Ellen Spencer
Irene Elsie Self
William Ladds
James Lawrence Cross
Samuel Edward Sadler
Janet Mary Owen
Harold Stanley Baldwin
Jennie Seaton
Sarah Ellen Palmer
Gertrude Emma Machent
Mary Irene Kemp
Marion Thurbon
William Ernest C. Sternberg
Joseph Leese
Lena Wingfield Borrowdale
Edward Stanley Turner
Gordon Evers
Charles Edward Bishop
George Martin Lee
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12/08/1901
19/03/1925
01/01/1921
13/01/1900
19/03/1914
14/07/1922
17/12/1912
18/06/1932
09/02/1945
09/08/1916
15/08/1908
28/12/1934
11/08/1898
18/08/1907
05/08/1893
24/03/1929
28/04/1924
02/10/1909
04/03/1918
19/07/1949
26/11/1932
01/04/1943
16/05/1906
18/09/1913
12/07/1932
30/04/1943
20/11/1896
16/01/1904
07/07/1909
01/04/1906
07/12/1929
21/06/1922
24/05/1910

16/09/2011
17/09/1974
17/09/1984
17/09/1995
17/09/2013
17/09/2008
18/09/1962
18/09/2007
19/09/1996
19/09/1999
20/09/1987
20/09/1992
20/09/1995
20/09/2007
21/09/2003
21/09/2006
21/09/2017
22/09/1990
22/09/1994
22/09/2000
23/09/2005
24/09/2005
25/09/1989
26/09/1950
26/09/2001
26/09/2017
27/09/2000
28/09/1987
28/09/2004
28/09/2005
29/09/2015
29/09/2018
30/09/1984

Bethany Ann Slater
William Slater
Frederick James Brabyn
Geoffrey George Belfield
Mark Greaves
John Kenneth Robinson
James Woodhead
Margaret Doreen Warford
Fred Lawrence Hill
Nancy Olga Wardle
Ivy Gladys Bennett
Jack Habeshaw
Stanley James Cook
Arthur Webster
Carol Hazel Ward
Trevor Morris
Arthur Eric Keeling
Colin Malthouse
Lilian May Heath
Violet Irene Beeston
Joan Setchell
Frederick Ellis
Joseph Stubbins
Thomas Joseph Senior
Doreen Harriet Womble
Martyn Stuart Fell
Ian Elener
Kathleen Violet Elliott
Owen Robert Williams
John Stuart Miles
Marian Banks
Dorothy Ellen Smith
Walter Beswick
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16/09/2011
20/08/1916
04/08/1897
15/12/1952
16/02/1921
20/12/1935
06/03/1903
18/03/1927
01/10/1936
15/02/1917
09/11/1905
27/05/1910
29/12/1919
30/06/1928
13/05/1944
31/08/1933
02/03/1940
27/04/1902
31/12/1902
01/03/1920
13/07/1924
24/08/1926
16/03/1914
19/05/1908
14/11/1944
03/12/1982
29/05/1950
29/03/1921
18/01/1971
02/12/1917
05/11/1942
04/10/1930
15/01/1911

30/09/1989
30/09/1994
30/09/1995
30/09/2014

Rachel Elizabeth Wood
Marta Flowers
Robert Lawrence Turner
Joan Turner
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24/09/1923
18/03/1924
29/09/1920
22/06/1922

