BENEFICE MAGAZINE
October 2020

The Bishop of Repton
Currently vacant

The Archdeacon of Chesterfield
The Venerable Carol Coslett
Tel. 01332 388676

Useful Contacts in the Benefice
Rector

Currently vacant

Lay Reader Lynne Parker, Tel: 01909 530994
Magazine
Editor

Sue Bradshaw, Tel: 01909 722675
e-mail: suebram@sky.com

Churchwardens
Creswell

Lewis Marriott, Tel 01909 721564 or 07973 823857
Deputy - Dennis Smedley, Tel: 01909 721481

Elmton

Bob Glassey, Tel: 01909 720242 or 07502 005108
Deputy – Kevin Jones, Tel: 01909 723241

Whitwell with Steetley

Ann Godley, Tel: 01909 723514
Nigel Bradshaw, Tel: 01909 722675

Safeguarding Lead
Elmton with Creswell
Whitwell with Steetley

Margaret Froggett, Tel: 01909 723342
Jackie Stoor, Tel: 07776 149986

Page 2

Our Church Buildings are now re-open for services
Our churches are now open for services. Unfortunately for now
the church buildings must remain closed at all other times. For the
time being there will be one service each Sunday in the benefice,
alternating between Whitwell and Creswell. This rota is subject to
change to accommodate any weddings so please check the
services / events section of the website for details of service
location. Due to the requirements for social distancing it is
currently not possible for services to take place at Elmton or
Steetley.
There are some changes to bear in mind when you do attend
church which are necessary to reduce the risk of virus
transmission. You will need to remain 2 metres apart from people
not within your household at all times. We understand that this will
be very difficult, but it is a sign that we love and care for one
another and are doing our best to keep each other safe. Please
give people room to enter and leave the church building and move
around whilst inside, ensuring the 2 metres distance is maintained.
There will be a ‘one way’ system in place and we ask you follow
the directions of the Church Wardens / Sidespersons. Services will
start at 10.30am but we ask that you do not gather too early for
this, 10.15am will be early enough. We will need to record your
name and a contact number for the government’s Track and Trace
service. This information will be held for 3 weeks and then
destroyed.
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell. On entering and leaving the
building hand sanitizer will be available and we ask that you use
this.
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Face coverings are now mandatory in places of worship. This is a
legal requirement. Therefore, please make sure you bring a face
covering with you when you attend church.
The doors of our churches will be left open to ventilate the building
and so you may wish to consider wearing extra layers to keep
warm.
The way we worship together will look and feel quite different to
how we are used to worshipping, for example, services will be
said, with no hymns or sung responses. Medical advice also warns
that loud talking is a way that the virus can spread, so responses
during the service are optional, but if you choose to respond,
please speak them quietly and prayerfully. When we share the
peace, we will stay in our seats and simply wave or make the sign
of the peace with others around us. There will be no collection
plate passed around during the service but a collection plate will
be available near the exit. Please do continue to support your
church by giving generously and consider arranging to give or
continue to give electronically for your safety and convenience.
During communion services, only the bread will be distributed.
Please observe social distancing when receiving communion and
please do not kneel at the altar rail.
It will take a while for this ’new normal’ to feel normal and for us to
hit our stride with the new arrangements so please bear with us as
there are bound to be ‘teething problems’ initially but we are all
committed to the long term future of the benefice. There are a lot
of changes to think about for all of us, but despite the issues we
are facing, let us not try not to forget what we gather in unity to do,
to worship a loving God and to pray for the needs of the world and
each other.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for October
Sunday 4th October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 11 October
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 18th October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 25th October
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 1st November
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am
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Understanding the Bible
As we acknowledge Bible Sunday this month, it’s a good
opportunity to ask the question, why should I read the Bible?
The Bible is the world’s best-selling book of all time. However, it
isn’t one book, but a library of 66 books, composed by some 44
writers over a period of 1,500 years in a range of literature,
including history, poetry, prophecy, letters and apocalyptic (end
times). Despite having a number of different writers, the Bible
claims one author: God himself!
This is the basis of the unity of its message and authoritative claim
to be the primary way by which God speaks to us: ‘All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16). The
Bible is inspired (‘the word of God in the words of men’) and
presents itself as a manual for life, equipping us to live for God in
every aspect of our lives. We also have the promise of the Holy
Spirit to guide us in applying the words to our lives: ‘the Spirit will
guide you into all truth’ (John 16:13).
However, the Bible could also be described as a love letter from
God as He uses it to deepen our relationship with him. As Jesus
said: ‘You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by
them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify
about me’ (John 5:39,40). Christians follow a person not a book
and the Scriptures are intended to help us to know Jesus better.
At her coronation, the Queen was given a Bible with the words ‘the
most precious thing this world affords’. Does this reflect our own
attitude to the Bible?

Canon Paul Hardingham
Parish Pump
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Prayers
Heavenly Father, we bring to you all those struggling with their
mental health just now.
We pray:
For everyone who is smiling, when inside they’re in pain.
For everyone who is saying they’re fine, when inside they feel
drained and empty
For everyone struggling with fear and worry as the easing of the
lockdown brings new anxieties
Be with them in their suffering, as so much of their world has been
stripped back and emptied.
When loved family and friends have been taken by illness,
Or made distant by lockdown.
Pour your healing balm into their pain and sadness.
May you walk with them besides still waters
May you speak to them in a still small voice.
May you heal them, and fill them, and bless them with your
abundant love and fullness of life.
And may they know that they are loved by you for the beautiful
unique person that they are, created in the image of their heavenly
creator and loving Lord.
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
Amen.
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Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
November 2020
December 2020
January 2021
February 2021

Submission deadline
18th October 2020
22nd November 2020
20th December 2020
24th January 2021
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Crossword (answers on page 21)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 He must be ‘the husband of but one wife and must manage his
children and his household well’ (1 Timothy 3:12) (6)
4 ‘For we must all — before the judgement seat of Christ’ (2
Corinthians 5:10) (6)
7 ‘They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were at their —
end’ (Psalm 107:27) (4)
8 See 19 Across
9 It concerned who among the disciples would be the greatest (Luke
9:46) (8)
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13 Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root out Paul and Silas
(Acts 17:5) (3)
16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the — ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7)
17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 28:8) (3)
19 and 8 ‘ — a great company of the — host appeared with the angel’
(Luke 2:13) (8,8)
24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)
25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)
26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)
27 ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into
a — !’ (John 2:16) (6)
Down
1 Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)
2 The part of the day when Cornelius the Caesarean centurion had a
vision of an angel of God (Acts 10:3) (9)
3 He was one of those who returned with Zerubbabel from exile in
Babylon to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7:7) (5)
4 ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born — ’(John
3:3) (5)
5 Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezekiel 22:25) (4)
6 ‘He encouraged them — — remain true to the Lord’ (Acts 11:23)
(3,2)
10 Ruses (anag.) (5)
11 Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 28:6) (5)
12 Visible sign of what had been there (Daniel 2:35) (5)
13 This was the trade of Alexander, who did Paul ‘a great deal of
harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)
14 ‘This is my — , which is for you; do this in remembrance of me’ (1
Corinthians 11:24) (4)
15 One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Genesis 10:24) (4)
18 Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5)
20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Samuel 14:50) (5)
21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while on his way to
Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis 28:12) (5)
22 Bats (anag.) (4)
23 ‘You strain out a — but swallow a camel’ (Matthew 23:24) (4)
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The Rectors of Whitwell (Part 9)
The Rev Benjamin Campfield or Camfield, for he used both spellings,
came to Whitwell as rector in 1663 and stayed for 10 years. The
Derbyshire historian, JC Cox states that George Cartwright and
William Clayton acted as patrons of the living on behalf of the Earl of
Rutland (Sir Roger’s nephew) for this appointment. Both men are of
interest if only because it suggests that Clayton might be of the family
of the Rev Wilfred Clayton, rector 1967-1974. We may also wonder
if he was the Rutland tenant in Whitwell Hall and, if Cartwright also
lived in the parish, perhaps in the manor house. Although neither
patrons nor agents had to reside by law in the parishes in which they
acted.
Campfield was born in London in comparatively modest
circumstances and as a poor scholar got a place at Cambridge. He
was clever and became a fellow of Pembroke College. Soon after he
was appointed Rutland’s chaplain and instituted to a rectory in
Leicestershire. While at Whitwell (1663-1673), and through the earl’s
influence, he became a canon of Southwell Minister, although it was
not, in those days, a cathedral. He finally moved to St Mary’s,
Nottingham, and remained there until he died in 1693, in his late 50s.
Campfield was rector during the 3 major disasters that occurred in
faraway London in the 1660s, namely the Great Plague of 1665, the
Great Fire 1666 and the Dutch Fleet’s successful attack up the
Thames estuary 1667, when it is said that on hearing of the outrage,
Charles II and his mistress at court could only chase butterflies
around the room! When places such as Whitwell heard of such big
town disasters they must have wondered what life was really like
there. No doubt Campfield offered up heartfelt intercessions for the
inhabitants of his native city, a few of whom would have been
relations. In the case of the Great Fire, did any decamp to their
relative in Whitwell? It would have been a very long journey.
His successor was the Rev John Greaves who was here from 16731690. He was from Nottingham and was another poor student at
Christ’s College, Cambridge, paying his way through ‘Uni’ by
performing menial tasks. It was the Earl of Rutland who appointed
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him to Whitwell Church. His years in office included the reigns of
Charles II, James II and the Dutch Prince of Orange who became
William III, having married Mary, James’s daughter. These were
stirring times, leading to the Glorious Revolution of 1688, for James,
though he took the oath as king of a protestant nation, had long term
plans for a catholic restoration, which caused him to forfeit the throne
to son-in-law, William, who ruled jointly with his wife, Mary II. This
involved Britain in long wars against Louis XIV of France, although
the fighting was far away across the channel.
Just after the Glorious Revolution, Rev John Bearmore arrived as
rector in 1690. He was presented by Katherine, Countess of Rutland,
showing that women could have some influence in public affairs in
those days. Beardmore was born about 1640, so he was at least 50
when he took up the appointment. He too had been an impoverished
student at Cambridge.
Beardmore served in a church in
Leicestershire for over 20 years before taking on a remote parish on
the River Stour in Suffolk, after which he came to Whitwell. His son,
Thomas, was born in Derbyshire and became a clergyman in Kent.
As far as is known, the Rev Bearmore died in Whitwell.
The next rector was Ludovicus, or Lewis Griffin, who was in office for
about 13 years from 1698-1711. His patron was John Manners, 9th
Earl of Rutland and soon to be the first Duke. Griffin was the son of
Rowland Griffin, probably of Carlton near Nottingham, although there
are 2 other Carltons in the county. He was born in the mid 1660s and
is said to have studied at both Oxford and Cambridge. Griffin gained
experience as a cleric serving as vicar of Bisbroke in Rutland and
Kimpton in Leicestershire before coming to Whitwell. He was Rector
during the reign of Queen Anne, she who in private ‘played’ Mrs
Morley to Sarah Churchill’s Mrs Freeman. Whitwell residents would
have rejoiced in the great victories over France in the Low Countries
and Germany. May be a foreign word like Blenheim (after the battle)
might have been heard among returning soldiers and a General John
Churchill mentioned in connection with it.

Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of October
1st

Aviation pioneer William Boeing born 1881

2nd

Epic war film ‘Bridge on the River Kwai’ released 1957

3rd

ELO release ‘Out Of The Blue’ album 1977

4th

Children's science fiction Programme Stingray’ released 1964

th

5

Fire Welbeck Abbey destroys Oxford Wing. £25,000 damage
1900

6th

Corus take over British Steel ending nationalisation 1999

7th

F1's Jackie Stewart driving for Tyrell confirmed champion 1973

9th

Thriller movie ‘The French Connection’ released 1971

10th

Howard Wilkinson (manager) joins Leeds from Sheffield
Wednesday 1988

13th

St Peter, one of the Apostles of Christ, executed in Rome 64AD

14th

Stage and Screen actress Dame Edith Evans dies (88) 1978

15th

The Ford Sierra car launched replacing the Cortina 1982

16th

Crimean War begins Russian Empire v Ottoman Empire 1853

18

th

GB's Lyn Davis wins long jump gold (8.03m) Tokyo Olympics
1964

21st

Britain's navy triumphs over Spain and France Cape Trafalgar
1805

22nd

Tennis sweethearts Andre Agassi and Steffi Graff marry 2001

23rd

The switch over from analogue to digital television 2012

25th

Golfer Payne Stewart killed in plane crash (42) 1999

29th

Suez Canal crisis after GB, Israel and France invade Egypt
1956

30th

Steam locomotive ‘Nigel Gresley’ withdrawn from service 1966

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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Local History Corner
Elmton Church Choir on Strike - Autumn 1918
In June 1918 the Rev A Hamer-Lewis resigned his curacy in the
parish and he thanked the congregation for all the help and
kindnesses that had been shown to him. He wrote in the parish
magazine that he left many genuine friends and quoted, “I heard
a great deal about Creswell people before I came here but one
must speak as one finds them and my experience is that they are
not quite as black as they are painted. Their good faults outweigh
their bad ones!!”
His leaving meant that the Rev Joseph E Paget, now on his own,
had to change the times of the Elmton Church services thus:
Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 10am then 8am Matins
every Sunday at 10.45am. No Evensong on Sundays at 6.30pm
but the vicar offered to celebrate Holy Communion on any
weekday from 4am to 10am as long as there were two people
there. All these changes were to help men on shift work.
This change of times of services upset the adult members of
Elmton Church and an article in the Worksop Guardian of October
1918 accuses them of going on strike. The following week, Walter
Wells of Elmton Road, Creswell, responded with the choir’s
feelings. It seems a dispute arose out of a simple question put to
the vicar when he was explaining to the choir the reasons for the
changes. A choir member asked if the change was an experiment
or would it continue. The Rev Paget replied that this change was
for good. The meeting over, they all went home. During the
afternoon the vicar sent a special messenger to the said choir
member with a letter saying, “Dear Mr— , if you intended to be
rude to me this morning, as I think you did, I must ask you to resign
from the choir”.
The choir members were not pleased at reading this as they were
satisfied that no rudeness was given or intended. The vicar
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refused to discuss the matter further so on principle the choir men
took the side of their colleague and resigned.
Another correspondent to the Worksop Guardian was also on the
side of the choir men and wrote, “The Elmton choristers are men
of level heads, calm men and they have spent years singing in
Elmton Parish Church. Their pens are silent and it is the case of
the many against one man (the vicar). The choristers do not
believe in being forced to communicate monthly if they are not in
a calm and in a peaceful disposition to do so, they are not
hypocrites”.
Fortunately, in October, there was hope of the Rev Paget getting
some assistance but, with such a large congregation, it must have
been very hard for him. The choir situation was still ongoing. A
supplementary mixed choir was in the process of being formed to
assist at some services. It was still depleted of men and it was
proposed to start a ‘Choir Fund’ to pay small expenses and offer
members a slight appreciation of their work. By December though
the vicar was again advertising for men who were communicants
to join the choir.
The Great War was over but there was turmoil in the church
regarding the choir and the new times of services which the vicar
was determined would stay.
A year later this still wasn’t resolved!
Enid Hibbert
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For the young (and young at heart)
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Harvest Moon
In a jet black sky, shines a phosphorescent light,
By which a midnight lamp burner starts, musingly, to write
Of a September meteorological Autumn night
Adorned by a lonely, cold satellite.
Alternating between the months of September and October,
Depending on which full moon, to the equinox, is closer,
The ‘harvester’ or the ‘hunter’ bids the new season to begin,
As darker nights are drawing in.
Then the solitary orb is accompanied by clouds,
Surrounding its visage with will ‘o’ the wisp shrouds,
And a crusading knight on a white charger sails
To the rescue of a damsel clad in silvery flowing veils.
But, ‘Hey diddle diddle, the cat and the fiddle, the cow jumped over
the Moon,
The man in which, on his way to Norwich, supped Pease porridge
when he came down too soon,
And, with moon madness, and werewolf fiction, a bad moon on the
rise may impinge,
On the classic romantic ravings of the poetic ‘lunatic’ fringe.
The dawn moon hovers on the horizon, poised to drop below’
Whilst, horizontally opposed, cotton ball clouds like embers begin
to glow.
Then, keeping time with the meteorological metronome,
The rising Sun shines upon the Autumn ‘harvest home’
By Vaughan Clements
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Smile Lines

When new neighbours moved in next door, they held a house
warming party and invited the entire road. My husband and I were
glad to go along, as our daughters were both 5 years old. But the
next morning I was taken aback when my daughter told me that
the mother had taken her into the kitchen and given her ‘a spirit
guest’, which my daughter had really enjoyed. Now she wanted
me to get her ‘a spirit guest.’ I was wondering how to contact the
local vicar for exorcism when I realised that my daughter meant
‘asparagus'.
******************
9 year old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned
in Sunday School. "Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent
Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his
engineers build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across
safely. Then he radioed headquarters for reinforcements. They
sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were
saved."
"Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?" his
mother asked, somewhat alarmed. "Well, no, Mum. But if I told it
the way the teacher did, you'd never believe it!"
******************
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Put it this way…









A man's home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.
A pessimist's blood type is always b-negative
My wife really likes to make pottery, but to me it's just kiln
time
A Freudian slip is when you say one thing but mean your
mother
I used to work in a blanket factory, but it folded
Marriage is the mourning after the knot before
Sea captains don't like crew cuts
A gossip is someone with a great sense of rumour.
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1, Deacon. 4, Appear. 7, Wits. 8, Heavenly. 9, Argument. 13, Mob.
16, Broken-hearted. 17, Ran. 19, Suddenly. 24, Obstacle. 25,
John. 26, Enable. 27, Market
DOWN:
1, Dawn. 2, Afternoon. 3, Nehum. 4, Again. 5, Prey. 6, All to. 10,
Users. 11, Ephod. 12, Trace. 13, Metalwork. 14, Body. 15, Eber.
18, Alban. 20, Uncle. 21, Dream. 22, Stab. 23, Gnat
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
01/10/1997
03/10/2008
03/10/1976
04/10/2009
04/10/2010
06/10/2005
09/10/1970
10/10/2002
11/10/1976
11/10/2009
13/10/2004
19/10/2007
20/10/2004
23/10/2007
27/10/2013
28/10/2004
30/10/2004
31/10/2005

Olive Smedley
Jon Paul McNeil
Agnes Jessie Smedley
Joseph Arthur Plant
Stanley Waddingham
Edwin William Sturton
Norman Sagar
Richard Webster
Joseph Davies
Patricia Mary Russell
Joy Webster
Eileen Ann Vardy
Terry Martin Slack
Anthony Downing
Margaret Doreen Harwood
Leonard Harry Cook
Roald Smith
Brian Howarth

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/10/1977
01/10/1979
02/10/1981
02/10/1991
02/10/2014
02/10/2014
03/10/2004
03/10/2015
05/10/1996
06/10/1993

Hilda Elizabeth Webster
Audrey Burton
Grenville Norman
Brian Charles Hogg
Mrs Christian Clarke
Frank Clifford Hobson
Sylvia Janet Miles
Audrey Maud Mann
Blanche Sheldon
Hamilton Percy Gibbs
Page 22

15/08/1914
12/06/1914
15/07/1923
28/07/1947
20/04/1922
11/04/1925
09/07/1947
22/12/1920
18/11/1915
12/10/1909

06/10/1998
06/10/2005
07/10/1984
07/10/1991
08/10/1986
08/10/1992
08/10/2000
08/10/2001
08/10/2010
08/10/1999
08/10/2014
08/10/1997
09/10/2013
10/10/2009
11/10/1969
11/10/1980
11/10/1987
12/10/1987
12/10/1992
13/10/1992
14/10/2000
16/10/1982
16/10/1990
16/10/1994
17/10/1984
17/10/1992
17/10/1993
17/10/2018
18/10/1957
19/10/2001
21/10/1986
21/10/1998
24/10/1951

George Flowers
Ethel Evers
17/03/1909
Florence M. Bennett
03/02/1914
Edith May Moore
17/04/1893
Robert Pearson
17/08/1903
Beatrice Barkway
29/08/1912
Rev William Hill
27/12/1913
Esther Cook
02/02/1921
June Roberts
08/06/1938
Walter Frederick Brown
15/08/1925
Alexander 'Zander' John Greveson 16/08/1996
Ronald McGuiness
14/07/1950
Jean Palmer
23/02/1933
Joan Ruth Hopkinson
16/09/1927
James Newman Blow
27/08/1887
John Cartwright
25/07/1917
George Ward
15/04/1911
Annie Elizabeth Coulson
29/09/1899
Ina Evelyn Spencer
09/11/1909
Allan Evers
08/01/1930
David Keith Evers
05/11/1930
Brenda Wheatley
03/06/1933
Colin Benjamin Jepson
15/01/1927
Martin Andrew Clarke
06/01/1951
Arthur Henry Maiden
09/07/1897
Ethel Elizabeth Dennett
01/03/1908
Olive Spencer
18/12/1912
Michael David Allcroft
07/01/1958
Mary Ann Glasby
10/04/1867
Keith Wardle
31/05/1925
Gladys Ward
12/08/1906
James Leonard Holmes
08/11/1913
Ellaline Clayton
24/09/1910
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24/10/1992
24/10/1997
24/10/2005
25/10/1951
25/10/2005
25/10/2011
27/10/2005
28/10/1976
28/10/
28/10/
28/10/
28/10/
29/10/1990
29/10/2000
29/10/2003
29/10/2004
30/10/1983
30/10/2006
31/10/1952
31/10/2002

Monica Annie Stansbury
Jamie Wynn
John Edwin Smith
Mary Eliza Richardson
Alan Smith
Jean Brown
Kenneth Lee
Florence Ada Banks
Edmund Courtney Pearce
Alfred Edward John Rawlinson
Geoffrey Francis Allen
Cyril William Johnstone Bowles
Muriel Dinah Sternberg
Marion Morris
Robert John Thacker
Barry Allsop
Eric Maiden
Shirley Anne Blagg
Annie Maiden
Winifred Angela Allen
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16/07/1917
19/07/1974
09/02/1929
30/04/1893
06/10/1926
11/12/1925
12/07/1923
12/02/1910

10/09/1906
20/02/1926
01/05/1983
20/01/1938
27/01/1915
23/12/1930
22/09/1897
26/06/1935

