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Our Church buildings are open for services
Derbyshire has moved to Tier 4 Coronavirus restrictions from
31st December 2020. However, our churches can remain open for
services. Unfortunately for now the church buildings must remain
closed at all other times. For the time being the pattern of one
service each Sunday in the benefice, generally alternating
between Whitwell and Creswell, will continue. This rota is subject
to change so please check the services / events section of the
website for details of service location. Due to the requirements for
social distancing it is currently not possible for services to take
place at Elmton or Steetley.
As a reminder, you will need to remain 2 metres apart from people
not within your household at all times while in church. We
understand that this will be very difficult, but it is a sign that we
love and care for one another and are doing our best to keep each
other safe. Please give people room to enter and leave the church
building and move around whilst inside, ensuring the 2 metres
distance is maintained, and please leave promptly after the
service.
There will be a ‘one way’ system in place and we ask you follow
the directions of the Church Wardens / Sidespersons. Services
will start at 10.30am but we ask that you do not gather too early
for this, 10.15am will be early enough. We will need to record your
name and a contact number for the government’s Track and Trace
service. This information will be held for 3 weeks and then
destroyed.
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell. On entering and leaving the
building hand sanitizer will be available and we ask that you use
this.
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Face coverings are mandatory in places of worship. This is a legal
requirement. Therefore, please make sure you bring a face
covering with you when you attend church.
The doors of our churches will be left open to ventilate the building
and so you may wish to consider wearing extra layers to keep
warm.
The way we worship together continues to look and feel quite
different to how we are used to worshipping, for example, services
will continue to be said, with no hymns or sung responses. When
we share the peace, we will stay in our seats and simply wave or
make the sign of the peace with others around us. There will be
no collection plate passed around during the service but a
collection plate will be available near the exit. Please do continue
to support your church by giving generously and consider
arranging to give or continue to give electronically for your safety
and convenience. During communion services, only the bread will
be distributed. Please observe social distancing when receiving
communion and please do not kneel at the altar rail.
Despite the issues we are facing, let us not try not to forget what
we gather in unity to do, to worship a loving God and to pray for
the needs of the world and each other.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for January
Sunday 3rd January
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 10th January
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 17th January
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 24th January
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 31st January
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 7th February
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am
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Epiphany for today
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi
from the East who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where
is the one who has been born king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).
At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic,
are we asking the same question? The gifts they offered show us
how we can find Him in the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they
bowed down and worshipped Him…and presented Him with gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11).
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king,
destined to rule over us all. In this coming year we need to
remember that Jesus is on the throne, the seat of power and
authority in the whole universe. Will we crown Him king of our lives
and dedicate all that we are and do to Him?
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an
earthly king, but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the
prayers of God’s people and so this gift reminds us that God is
worthy of our worship and prayer. Will we offer our praise and
prayer as we seek God to guide us through the uncertainties of
this time?
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the
baby’s birth and life, to His death which would secure life for all.
Jesus was offered myrrh on the cross and was a spice used in His
tomb. As we face the sufferings of this New Year, we can be
confident that Jesus knows and understands our experience. Are
we ready to trust Him?
‘Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice!
Heav’n sings Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth replies.’ (‘We Three
Kings’).
Canon Paul Hardingham
Parish Pump
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New Beginnings
This month is not just the start of a new year but a new chapter for
our benefice as we are joined this month by Rev Keith Cocking as
our new Rector. His licencing is scheduled to take place virtually
on 11th January 2021, with a service in church being held at some
point in the future when current restrictions are lifted. Let us all
make him feel welcome, support him and pray for him as he starts
a new chapter in his ministry.
With Rev Keith’s arrival, we give thanks to Rev Canon Allan Lacey
and Rev Canon Frank Mercurio for leading us in worship for most
of the interregnum. Thanks also go to Lynne for her continued
commitment, leadership, support and guidance.
Although we are still affected by Covid-19 restrictions, let us pray
for a brighter year and exciting times ahead for our benefice.
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Prayers
Dear Father God, here we are, nervously wobbling on the brink of
this New Year. All our hopes, expectations, plans and possibilities
for last year stolen by the relentless pandemic. The landscape of our
lives has been shaken and changed, Lord. Nothing is the same.
Normality has been redefined. 2020 was a year like no other. How
dare we move into the uncertainty of 2021?
Lord, we dare because of the one, wonderful certainty we do have,
that You have been with us through it all. You sent Jesus to save us,
to offer us that bigger reality of life for all eternity; if we put our trust
in Him, Jesus, who never changes. You promise that You will never
leave us or forsake us. We will be able to navigate the challenges
which lie ahead if we keep our eyes on Jesus, our compass; if we
trust His Holy Spirit to lead us, however strange and unfamiliar the
days of 2021 may be. You are with us!
Thank you, Lord of the years, that You know and love each one of us
and that we are safe in Your hands. We can go forward in Jesus’
Name.
Amen
***************
O Lord, our Father! At the turn of the year our hearts are filled with
sombre thoughts, our ears are deafened by the voices of the radio
and the newspapers with their numerous predictions for the coming
year. Instead we want to hear Your word, Your voice, Your
assurance, Your guidance. We know that You are in our midst, and
are eager to give us all that we need, whether we ask or not.
We ask for one thing only: that you collect our scattered thoughts,
getting rid of the confused and defiant thoughts that may distract us,
and thus enable us to concentrate on your limitless generosity to us.
You were abundantly generous to us last year and will be no less
generous to us next year and in every year to come. Fill us with
gratitude to you.
Amen
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Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
February 2021
March 2021
April 2021
May 2021

Submission deadline
24th January 2021
21st February 2021
21st March 2021
18th April 2021
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Crossword (answers on page 21)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a — began to crow’
(John 18:27) (4)
3 Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)
8 Perform on a musical instrument (1 Samuel 16:23) (4)
9 Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’ (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)
11 Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)
14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)
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15 Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)
17 Predicted site of the final great battle (Revelation 16:16) (10)
20 Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) (8)
21 One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 Chronicles 7:36) (4)
22 For example, London, Paris, Rome (8)
23 United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (1,1,1,1)
Down
1 Favourite church activity: Fellowship round a — — — (3,2,3)
2 Divinely bestowed powers or talents (8)
4 Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)
5 Commanded to justify (John 8:13) (10)
6 Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5) (4)
7 Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)
10 One of Graham Kendrick’s best-known songs, — — King (3,7)
12 Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)
13 Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)
16 He prophesied ‘the abomination that causes desolation’
(Matthew 24:15) (6)
18 British Board of Film Classification (1,1,1,1)
19 Pans (anag.) (4)
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The Rectors of Whitwell – Part 12
In 1792 Rev William Thomas came in place of Manners-Sutton. He
was appointed to the living by King George III because the patron,
the fifth Duke of Rutland, was only 14 years of age and, as a minor,
could not appoint, so the duty fell to the Crown. Nothing seems to be
known of Thomas; once again, as with William Smith (1736-52) there
were a number of clergy of the same name. He was Rector during
the Revolutionary War with France and his intercessions at the time
doubtless reflected the situation. Thomas was in Whitwell for 5 or 6
years.
The next Rector, named George King, was instituted to the living by
the fifth Duke, by then an adult, and, as events turned out, it was to
be the last time one of the Manners or Rutland family acted as
patrons. King was born in Hull in 1763, the son of a merchant. He
attended Hull School, studied Mathematics at Trinity College
Cambridge and, like Manners-Sutton, he got a First and was a
wrangler. He was made a fellow of his college, that is, he was not
only a lecturer but was on the college governing body and was later
Dean, which meant he took the Chapel services.
King came to Whitwell in 1798 when he was in his mid-30s and it is
said that when he was absent at Cambridge, he appointed curates in
his stead, including one named Venn. King may have relinquished
his fellowship in order to marry since the dons, as they were called,
were not allowed to ‘get wed’ at that time. He was Rector in 1813
when, after 221 years (from 1592), the Duke of Rutland exchanged
the Whitwell estate for Barlow Manor, Chesterfield, with the Duke of
Portland of Welbeck.
It proved to be beneficial for Whitwell since Belvoir was a long way
off, while the proximity of Welbeck meant that the Portlands took a
deeper interest in the village, for example in the school and church.
After more than 32 years of service in Whitwell, George King died in
office in 1831. During much of those years Britain and her allies
fought France until the latter was finally defeated in 1815. He would
have remembered the old king in his intercessions when George III
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died in 1820 having completed, up until then, the longest reign in
English history.
The next incumbent was George Mason, in office from 1831-51, and
so stayed 20 years. He was the first Rector to be instituted by a Duke
of Portland. Mason was a Nottinghamshire man having been born at
Osberton 1789/90. He attended Clare College Cambridge and took
his BA in 1810. After 20 years in Whitwell Rectory he left the parish
and settled in Cuckney. He was the grandfather of Canon George
Edward Mason. It was during his tenure of office that the franchise
began to be widened and Sir Robert Peel’s government, prompted
by the Anti-Corn Law League, abolished the Corn Laws in 1846, so
reducing the power of the landed interest.
The period from 1850 to 1880 is known as the mid Victorian era and
is said to have commenced with the Great Exhibition of 1851, held in
the Crystal Palace in London’s Hyde Park. It was an era of contrasts,
a time of immense confidence, growing prosperity with rising living
standards for some, yet poverty in city slums and many rural areas,
and the threat of the workhouse. In popular imagination it can be
described as ‘the Age of Dickens’ whose novels so graphically
reflected the day to day life of the time, when reform was in the air.
Above all, it was the Railway Age, which made the country seem
smaller and radically transformed it; by 1850 Whitwell was on the
railroad. Within the village, the first Methodist church was erected in
1837.
Meanwhile at St Lawrence’s church, the Rev Evelyn Boothby was
incumbent from 1851-74. He was the son of Rev Charles Boothby,
Vicar of Sutterton (Lincs).
The Boothbys were a prominent
Derbyshire family, by then somewhat impoverished. He was born in
1825 and at the age of 18 went to University College Oxford, where
he studied for 4 years. Aged 26 he arrived in Whitwell and, after 23
years in the Rectory, died in the parish at the early age of 49. The
event is commemorated in a stain glass window. It was during this
time that Britain finally emerged as a major power with worldwide
interests. British influence was increasingly important in shaping
developments in many parts of the world.
Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of January
1st

The Queens Dragoon Guards (Welsh Cavalry) formed 1959

3rd

Miners go on strike for an 8 hour working day 1910

4th

The Beatles last recording session at EMI studios 1970

6th

UK Actor Rowan Atkinson (Mr Bean) born (66) 1955

7th

First phone line London to New York, £15 for 3 minutes 1927

9th

37th US president Richard Nixon born 1913

8th

UK actor John Gregson dies from heart attack (55) 1975

10th

After Suez crisis, Tory PM Anthony Eden resigns 1957

12th

National Trust founded 1895

14th

Elvis Presley is promoted to Sergeant US army 1960

15th

Essoldo cinema in Worksop closes its doors 1972

16th

Sam Allardyce appointed manager Notts County FC 1997

17th

Blue Peter's collie dog, Shep, dies 1987

20th

Chelmeno extermination camp liberated by the Red Army
1945

21st

After long illness Russian leader Vladimir Lenin dies (53)
1924

22nd

Film, The Stars Look Down, Michael Redgrave released
1940

25th

First Winter Olympic games opened Chamonix France 1924

26th

Known as Australia day since 1947

29th

Paul Newman weds Joanne Woodward 1958

30th

George Harrison tops charts with “My Sweet Lord” 1971

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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Local History Corner
The British Empire Exhibition and International Jamboree 1924
In the spring of 1924 King George V opened the British Empire
Exhibition in the first ever radio broadcast by a British Monarch. It
was a 6 month event to show off the industries and natural resources
of the Empire and invited to take part in a jamboree in the first week
of August were 20,000 scouts from all parts of the Empire. The
Creswell Scouts had saved £2.4s to pay for their week in London and
on Tuesday 5th August, after a service of Holy Communion, the Troop
left Creswell Great Central Station for London. They arrived at 3pm
and marched to their accommodation at Toc.H. Queen’s Gate
Gardens where, in the evening, they went out to explore!
The next 2 days saw the party at Wembley to see the sights. There
were national pavilions in the style of the country which they
represented. Palestine, then a British Protectorate, introduced Jaffa
oranges to our country for the first time. A ‘Never Stop’ railway
carried people around the 216 acre site for them to see the beautiful
gardens, lake, cafes, shops and a large amusement park.
The organisers had invited the scouts to take part in events on these
2 days. First, there were Wild West Rodeo Championships (the
scouts were so taken with these that they began lassoing classes
when they returned) and finally a pageant of the British Empire when
the scouts took part in the final rush of 20,000 boys into the large
stadium.
Friday morning was spent at the Natural History Museum before a
relaxing afternoon playing games. Then they prepared to go out to
see a variety show at the London Coliseum. A tour of London
landmarks took up the next day. On the Sunday morning, they went
to a church in South Kensington before visiting the British Museum
and National Gallery and then ending up at the Church of St Martin
in the Fields for Evensong. Monday saw them visiting Westminster
Abbey, the Bank of England, Royal Exchange, Tower of London,
Monument and All Hallows’ Church. What stamina!
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London Zoo took up most of Tuesday but they spent the evening at
Maskelyn and Devant’s Mysteries, a show of conjuring and
magicians. The boys must have loved it. However, 2 of their
chaperones went to a promenade concert, then held at the Queen’s
Hall. The party returned home on Wednesday after this packed
itinerary, but not before attending Holy Communion in the Toc H
Chapel as an act of thanksgiving. What a week of events for the boys
and adult leaders, but a visit to remember all their lives.
Some Later Scouts
In the 1940s and 50s, the Rev Branson of Creswell was very involved
with the scouts and his sisters were also occupied with the guides
and brownies. 3 of the young scouts of the time were Graham Taft,
Barry Chambers and Jack Thompson who were friends who took part
in the many activities, especially during the war time years. Mr Jack
Thompson, now living in Exeter, remembers well these happy times.
He left Creswell to join the navy but he married Dorothy Cocking of
Creswell whose aunt, I believe, was Akela to the cubs.
Dr Barry Chambers trained as a teacher at St John’s Teacher
Training College in York, taught at Creswell Junior School and, at a
later date, moved into higher education. He was involved in the Open
University, setting up English courses and examination papers and
also starting up the American University in Bulgaria where he was the
Senior Vice President and Provost. He also lived and taught in
Pennsylvania, America, and spent time there and at his other home
at Bardon Mill near Hexham. Sadly he died in 2020.
Mr Graham Taft did some teaching at Creswell Junior School and he
also went to St John’s College, but on return taught at Whitwell
Primary School until he retired. His life as a scout continued
throughout these years. He finished his service with the movement
as District Secretary and then the District President. Sadly he died a
few years ago and many scouts of this area attended his funeral.
Unfortunately there is no longer a scout troop in the village.
Enid Hibbert
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For the young (and young at heart)
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Crow Motion
Like Chinese kites, they weave and wind,
Invisible strings never intertwined;
Purpose of feathery finger-tipped wings,
To glide above the scheme of things,
And effortlessly swoop and soar,
‘Gainst winter gusts above force four.
Diurnal bats on jet black wing,
No need for social distancing,
In flocks, they forage furrowed fields,
Harvesting rich winter yields,
Parascending then, on lofty masts, rest,
All aboard their copse crow’s nest.

By Vaughan Clements
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Smile Lines

The team at the local fire station had assembled to hear their
training officer discuss the behaviours of various kinds of fire. He
began: "You pull up to a house and notice puffs of smoke coming
from the eaves. But the windows are blackened out and there is
little or no visible flame. What does this tell you?" he asked.
Hoping the men recognised signs of a possible ‘back draft’, a
condition very dangerous to fire fighters, he heard instead: "It tells
me I’ve got the right house.”
******************
It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent lockdown planning
to remake numerous well-known films, but this time with a Welsh
flavour. The following have been suggested as sure winners:















9½ Leeks
The Lost Boyos
Dai Hard
The Eagle has Llandudno
The Magnificent Severn
Haverfordwest Was Won
Austin Powys
Independence Dai
The Bridge on the River Wye
The Welsh Patient
Look You Back in Bangor
A Fishguard Called Rhondda
Where Eagles Aberdare
Dial M For Merthyr
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1, Cock. 3, Shackles. 8, Play. 9, Paradise. 11, Faithfully. 14,
Enmesh. 15, Unseen. 17, Armageddon. 20, Benjamin. 21, Beri.
22, Capitals. 23, USPG.
DOWN:
1, Cup of tea. 2, Charisma. 4, Heap up. 5, Challenged. 6, Lois. 7,
Slew. 10, The Servant. 12, Lewdness. 13, Unending. 16, Daniel.
18, BBFC. 19, Snap.
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
01/01/2006
01/01/2006
01/01/2006
02/01/2002
03/01/2001
05/01/2009
06/01/2006
07/01/2008
08/01/2014
11/01/2006
14/01/2016
17/01/2017
18/01/2011
19/01/1968
19/01/1997
19/01/2008
20/01/2004
22/01/1952
22/01/2015
23/01/2007
24/01/2007
26/01/2018
27/01/1992
30/01/2009
31/01/2013

John William Waddington
Margaret Brelsford
Alan Plant
Nancy Stewart Broomfield
Charles William Noble
Gordon Goodwin
Vincent Furniss
Phillip Clayton
Jack Basil Barber
Irene Williamson
John Geary
Alan Martin
Sally Brown
Harold Pattison
Violet Winnard
Peter Kenneth Stephenson
Eva Alcroft
James Arthur Plant
Janet Marriott
Cyril Davies
Helen Clarke
Eileen Stubbins
Idris Jones
Kathleen Duckmanton
Keith Feilding

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/01/1971 Sam Stubbins
01/01/1995 Robert Clifford Smith
02/01/2003 Derek Charles Wordley
Page 22

04/07/1887
30/10/1922
18/02/1929

04/01/1974
05/01/1975
05/01/2008
05/01/2010
05/01/2014
05/01/2016
06/01/1979
06/01/1993
07/01/1968
07/01/1996
07/01/1999
07/01/1999
07/01/2009
08/01/1963
08/01/1974
08/01/1993
08/01/1994
08/01/1996
09/01/1980
10/01/1990
10/01/1990
10/01/1992
10/01/2000
11/01/1980
11/01/1990
11/01/1993
11/01/1997
11/01/2007
12/01/2012
12/01/2017
13/01/1995
13/01/2000
13/01/2010

Ernest Hutchinson
Florence Ruth Hobson
Janet Mavis Law
Warwick Turner
Muriel Arnesen 'Betty' Yaw
Janice Mary Jones
Emma Biggin
Winifred Mary Snodin
Harry Stevens Wilson
Ralph Thompson
Emily Holmes
Richard Alfred Wardle
Stephen Morton
Hilda Seaton
Charles Edward Newton
Thomas Mervyn Shaw
Tim Sprowell
Eva Lockwood
Walter Biggin
Freda Hollingworth
Sidney Mawby
Janey Charlesworth
Thomas Platts
Pamela Betty Jackson
Eric Pinder
Alfred Thornton
Ruby Webster
Cyril Williams
Eddy Taylor
Doreen Jowett
Hilda Esther Kirby
Mary Anne Lowe
Jane Oldfield
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29/06/1905
29/08/1898
23/03/1922
01/03/1936
09/01/1922
15/09/1938
31/03/1895
08/10/1891
16/11/1916
18/09/1905
22/05/1944
24/10/1951
04/03/1908
08/04/1919
05/03/1926
22/11/1965
04/08/1920
07/01/1890
28/02/1916
05/09/1915
19/08/1909
04/02/1915
22/08/1942
03/09/1925
28/09/1925
08/03/1918
26/04/1929
04/04/1930
07/06/1903
12/09/1913
29/04/1942

13/01/2018
14/01/1994
14/01/2015
14/01/2006
16/01/1994
16/01/2015
17/01/1990
18/01/1991
19/01/1992
19/01/1997
20/01/2010
21/01/1995
21/01/1999
22/01/1966
22/01/1992
23/01/1971
23/01/2017
24/01/1994
24/01/2017
25/01/1969
25/01/1977
25/01/1995
25/01/2014
26/01/1995
27/01/1985
29/01/1969
30/01/1996
30/01/1997
31/01/1995
31/01/1999
31/01/2018

John Taylor
Eunice May Allison
Douglas Machin
George Herbert Woolley
Malcolm Derek Holmes
Phillip Johnson
Edith Hall
Clara Elizabeth Colley
Janet Poynton Ingman
Lesley Trevor Yaw
Brian Weaver
Bryan Johns
Margaret Fullard
William Henry Barrow
Lawrence Henry Stansbury
Frank Weston
Ena Green
Lily Margetts
Dirk Cornelis Plug
Maggie Elsie Wordley
Eveline Webster
Mabel Lomas
Florence Mary Weaver
Evelyn Mary Beech
Harry Lloyd
Wayne Jeffrey Norman Morris
Doreen Cecilia Fox
Robert Williams
Esther May Robinson
David Moore
John Rodney Taylor
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22/01/1935
17/05/1932
30/01/1944
18/03/1931
21/02/1935
31/03/1970
12/01/1927
08/03/1910
07/11/1930
16/08/1926
17/11/1942
22/12/1931
22/12/1926
15/07/1889
10/08/1906
20/06/1946
25/04/1918
22/01/1936
30/06/1896
06/07/1912
12/05/1904
13/05/1923
16/09/1913
19/08/1902
08/05/1946
24/11/1925
22/05/1926
04/01/1922
20/03/1958
29/04/1942

