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Our Church buildings will re-open for services on 

Easter Sunday 
 
Our churches will re-open for services on Easter Sunday.  
Unfortunately for now the church buildings must remain closed at 
all other times.  There will be a service at both Whitwell and 
Creswell on Easter Sunday (Whitwell at 8.30am and Creswell at 
10.30am).  From 11th April 2021 onwards there will be one service 
each Sunday in the benefice, alternating between Whitwell and 
Creswell.  This rota is subject to change to accommodate any 
weddings so please check the services / events section of the 
website for details of service location. Due to the requirements for 
social distancing it is currently not possible for services to take 
place at Elmton or Steetley. 
 
We are also continuing to offer a Compline (Night Prayer) service 
via Zoom on Friday evenings at 7.30pm.  Please click here for 
further details or e-mail homeprayers@gmail.com 
 
As a reminder, when attending services, you will need to remain 2 
metres apart from people not within your household at all times 
while in church.  We understand that this will be very difficult, but 
it is a sign that we love and care for one another and are doing our 
best to keep each other safe.  Please give people room to enter 
and leave the church building and move around whilst inside, 
ensuring the 2 metres distance is maintained. 
 
There will be a ‘one way’ system in place and we ask you follow 
the directions of the Church Wardens / Sidespersons.  We will 
need to record your name and a contact number for the 
government’s Track and Trace service. This information will be 
held for 3 weeks and then destroyed. 
 
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if 
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have 
lost your sense of taste or smell. On entering and leaving the 

http://ecwst.com/index.php/compline/
mailto:homeprayers@gmail.com
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building hand sanitizer will be available and we ask that you use 
this. 
 
Face coverings are mandatory in places of worship.  This is a legal 
requirement.  Therefore, please make sure you bring a face 
covering with you when you attend church. 
 
The doors of our churches will be left open to ventilate the building 
and so you may wish to consider wearing extra layers to keep 
warm. 
 
The way we worship together will look and feel quite different to 
how we are used to worshipping, for example, services will 
continue to be said, with no hymns or sung responses.  When we 
share the peace, we will stay in our seats and simply wave or make 
the sign of the peace with others around us.  There will be no 
collection plate passed around during the service but a collection 
plate will be available near the exit.  Please do continue to support 
your church by giving generously and consider arranging to give 
or continue to give electronically for your safety and convenience.  
During communion services, only the bread will be distributed.  
Please observe social distancing when receiving communion and 
please do not kneel at the altar rail. 
 
Despite the issues we are facing, let us not try not to forget what 
we gather in unity to do, to worship a loving God and to pray for 
the needs of the world and each other. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the 
Churchwardens. 
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Services for April 
 
Sunday 4th April 
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  8.30am 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.30am 
 
Sunday 11th April 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  10.30am 
 
Sunday 18th April 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.30am 
 
Sunday 25th April 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  10.30am 
 
Sunday 2nd May 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.30am 
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Rector’s Letter 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Every year, from Easter Sunday to Pentecost, we add a short 
responsive greeting to our liturgy.  The president of the Eucharist 
exclaims, “Alleluia.  Christ is risen”.  The congregation then 
respond with the words, “He is risen indeed.  Alleluia”.  We call this 
antiphonal exclamation the Paschal Greeting or the Easter 
Acclamation.  It has been a custom in Easter liturgies since the 
early church, especially in the East.  In addition to their use in the 
liturgy, these words are often used among individual Christians 
when they greet each other on Easter Sunday.  In some cultures, 
such as in Russia and Serbia, this is accompanied by the 
exchange of three kisses of peace on alternate cheeks. 
 
I always marvel at the way the main Gospel Reading for Easter 
Sunday (John 20:1-18) has unwrapped for us the brilliant 
joyfulness of the first Easter.  First of all, there is Mary Magdalene, 
who is shocked that the tomb they closed so carefully two days 
ago is now open.  Has someone sneaked in and stolen Jesus’s 
body?  Then two close friends of Jesus, Peter and the beloved 
disciple, are rushing towards the tomb and finding only a shroud 
and no body.  What’s going on?  And finally the penny drops.  The 
body hasn’t been stolen.  They look at those grave cloths lying as 
if someone had just stepped out of them.  Jesus hasn’t gone away 
to some never-never land.  He is here, back with his friends. 
 
After the disciples returned to their homes, Mary stood weeping 
outside the tomb, apparently because she had been deprived of 
the opportunity to honour Jesus by taking care of his body.  Jesus 
then appeared to her and sent her to proclaim the news that she 
had seen the risen Lord (she was the first person to do so) and 
that he would ascend to his Father.  When she told the disciples, 
they did not believe her.  Later Jesus rebuked them for this. 
 
As referred to earlier, Jesus is back with his friends, though in a 
much different way.  Have you noticed in the Gospel Reading how 
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difficult it was even for Mary Magdalene to spot him?  She thought 
he was the cemetery gardener.  What is it about the Easter Jesus 
that makes it so difficult for him to be recognised? 
 
The answer is that Jesus’s body has been transformed.  Following 
his triumphal entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday, 
anyone could have spotted Jesus easily as he walked around in 
the city.  But exactly one week later his body has been 
transformed.  The Easter Jesus has become a community. 
 
The word “Gospel” means Good News.  The Good News that we 
proclaim today is that the life and activity of Jesus did not stop 
when he died.  Jesus lives on and he continues to be active in the 
community of Christians everywhere.  Having no physical body 
now on earth, he is embodied in them. 
 
In spite of being nailed to a cross and dying and being buried in a 
tomb, Jesus rose again for us.  When his friends first proclaimed 
the Good News at Pentecost that Jesus still lives on, they 
preached it with such enthusiasm that some in the crowd thought 
they were drunk. 
 
This year, Easter Sunday is on 4th April.  As we worship together 
as a congregation at Whitwell and Creswell, for the first time since 
the current lockdown began, let us celebrate with joy in our hearts 
and as saints have done for centuries that Jesus has risen again.  
And, as we greet one another on this holiest of days, let us bless 
one another with the Good News, saying, “Alleluia. Christ is risen.” 
“He is risen indeed. Alleluia.” 
 
 
Revd Keith Cocking 
Rector 
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Prayers 
 
Dear generous, loving Father, 
 
How can we thank you for the precious gift of your Son Jesus, for 
His life of obedience and servanthood, for His choosing to die that 
agonising death on a cruel cross, so that we can be forgiven, and 
most of all for His death-defeating resurrection on the first Easter 
morning and the gift of His Spirit to those who put their trust in 
Him? 
 
We can’t possibly thank you adequately Lord, but we want to try! 
Thank you, thank you Father, that Jesus, our Servant-King is alive, 
Lord of heaven and earth and yet still serving us, so that we too 
can live and serve. 
 
Help us to be your Easter people and live lives of faithful witness 
to the living Lord, empowered by your Holy Spirit, building in all 
that we think, say or do for your kingdom to come. Hallelujah! 
Amen 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Creator God, you made us all in your image: may we discern you 
in all that we see, and serve you in all that we do; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Lord, you are ever watchful and bless us with your gifts; as you 
provide for all our needs, so help us to build only what pleases 
you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  
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Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

May 2021 18th April 2021 

June 2021 23rd May 2021 

July 2021 20th June 2021 

August 2021 18th July 2021 
 

 
 

 
  

mailto:suebram@sky.com
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Royal Recognition for Bob Glassey 
 

Bob Glassey, Churchwarden for St Peter’s, Elmton and one of the 
driving forces behind the Breakfast Club at Creswell has been 
recognised for his “exemplary Christian service within the 
community” by being one of only 95 recipients of a Maundy Gift 
this year.  Unfortunately Covid restrictions have meant the 
traditional Maundy Service at Westminster Abbey was unable to 
take place and the gifts were distributed by post. 
 
In response to receiving the gift Bob said “It’s a great honour for 
our village and the church” and expressed thanks to Bishop Libby 
for nominating him for the honour.  “I’m chuffed to little mint balls!” 
said Bob. 
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Crossword (answers on page 26) 
 

 
 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
8 ‘He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the 
— ’ (Isaiah 53:12) (13) 
9 ‘When they had sung a hymn, they went — to the Mount of Olives 
(Matthew 26:30) (3) 
10 Comes between Galatians and Philippians (9)  
11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)  
13 Muslim holy month (7)  
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16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)  
19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)  
22 How Abram described himself to God when he complained that 
his inheritance would pass to a servant (Genesis 15:2) (9) 
24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 6:6) (3)  
25 Debar from receiving Communion (13) 
 
Down 
 
1 My — for His Highest (Oswald Chambers’ best-known book) (6)  
2 Festival of the resurrection (6)  
3 ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a great army’ (Daniel 11:10) 
(8)  
4 ‘Let not the — string his bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)  
5 Name of the River Thames in and around Oxford (4)  
6 ‘From then on Judas watched for an opportunity — — him over’ 
(Matthew 26:16) (2,4)  
7 ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) 
(2,1,3)  
12 Long-handled implement used to till the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3)  
14 Order to which monks and nuns devote themselves (8)  
15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3)  
16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)  
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5)  
18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — and threw into the fire?’ 
(Daniel 3:24) (4,2)  
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to rest (Genesis 8:4) (6)  
21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with the world is — towards 
God?’ (James 4:4) (6)  
23 Prominent architectural feature of large cathedrals such as St 
Paul’s (4) 
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The Rectors of Whitwell – Part 15 
 

Archdeacon Crosse was succeeded as Rector by the Revd 
William Ernest Charles Sternberg who took up residence in 1929, 
following his appointment by the sixth Duke of Portland.  Rector 
Sternberg’s family were originally from Prague, then part of the 
Austria-Hungarian Empire, until a forebear settled in England, 
probably in Victorian times.  The Sternbergs were members of the 
legal profession. 
 
For health reasons his father, who was a solicitor, moved the 
family to the more congenial climate of South Africa, but died soon 
after their arrival there.  William was born in the late 1880s.  In 
South Africa they settled in Ladysmith (Natal) where he was raised 
by his mother with the support of his maternal uncle, a medical 
doctor named Carter.  As a young boy he witnessed one of the key 
actions in the Boer War (1899-1902), namely the siege of 
Ladysmith, an engagement in which the Boers invested that small 
town, which then had a population of less than present day 
Whitwell.  It lasted 4 months from November 1899 to the end of 
February 1900.  The inhabitants endured severe food shortages 
until relieved by the British and such an experience must have left 
a profound impression on young William. 
 
For his education he attended Natal diocesan school, attached to 
the cathedral at Pietermaritzburg, where he took his matriculation 
exams.  William returned to Britain and briefly taught classics in 
Cowbridge Grammar School in Glamorgan, before training for the 
priesthood at Durham University.  He was ordained a curate at 
Burton-on-Trent and served at St Thomas, Derby before enlisting 
in a Field Ambulance unit which saw service in France during the 
Great War (WWI). 
 
On demobilisation he became Vicar of Allestree (1919-1925), 
where he met the lady who became his wife, and then moved to 
Sutton-in-Ashfield.  In 1929 the sixth Duke of Portland offered him 
the living of Whitwell with Steetley and they moved into the (old) 
Rectory, with its 28 rooms.  They remained there for 28 years, 
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through the most momentous period in the history of the last 
century, beginning with the Wall Street Crash which had a 
disastrous effect on the global economy.  It led to widespread 
unemployment in the 1930s, the rise of Nazism in Germany and 
friction with Stalin’s Russia, all leading to World War II. 
 
During that conflict church bells were silenced and only to be rung 
to warn of a German invasion, while in the blackout Evensong was 
celebrated on Sunday afternoons.  Evacuees from Lowestoft and 
soldiers from Cheshire were billeted in the village.  There was the 
occasional air raid and many more in nearby cities, so an air raid 
shelter stood in almost every garden and of course there was 
rationing.  Despite the austerity after 1945, matters improved with 
the establishment of the Welfare State and the NHS. 
 
At Whitwell, Rector Sternberg was a widely respected and 
admired incumbent, maintaining in the parish the high church 
tradition already well established here.  In 1931 he had been 
offered an overseas bishopric but preferred to stay where he was.  
He trained a large number of curates who lived in the Clergy 
House until it was sold in 1946. 
 
The Rector actively encouraged all aspects of church life, 
including the Church Lad’s Brigade which flourished until the 
1960s.  The manor house, as church hall, was in continual use.  
He was also a member of Clowne Rural District Council.  In 
addition to the 3 churches of Whitwell, Steetley and Hodthorpe, he 
was chaplain to the Duke of Portland and was at Welbeck most 
Sundays. 
 
During the 1940s and 1950s, the Duchess of Portland visited 
Whitwell Rectory annually to check on the state of the parish and 
where Welbeck might provide assistance.  Rector Sternberg often 
met non-church going villagers in the Old George Inn, travelling 
there and back to the Rectory on his bicycle.  Above all, he was 
also a highly qualified legal academic, with a doctorate in law from 
Durham University, for whom for many years he acted as an 
external examiner in the field of Civil Law. 
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In temperament he was a ‘Victorian’ and his daughter, Joan, (Mrs 
Ellis) once said that on her return home for a Christmas dressed 
in the ‘outlandish’ attire of a London dramatic college student, she 
entered the Rectory in a state of some trepidation, but in the event 
all went smoothly. 
 
As is well known, many members of the family still reside in the 
parish.  Revd William Sternberg died in office in 1957.  Though ill 
for some time, he continued to officiate in church until a week 
before his demise in the Rectory on Sunday morning 15th 
September, just after the church bells had rung for Matins.  He was 
the last of the long serving Rectors, for since 1957 there have been 
10 in the past 60 years. 
 
Norman Trott 
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Events from the past from the month of April 
 
1st RMS Atlantic sinks off Nova Scotia, killing 547 people 1873 

2nd Hatton Garden safe deposit robbery, £200m in goods stolen 
  2015 

5th Aldi opens its first store in UK (Stechford) 1990 

6th Queen Elizabeth II starts paying income tax 1993 

7th Adolf Hitler renounced Austrian citizenship 1925 

9th Jenny Pitman first woman trainer to win Grand National, C 
  Corbiere 1983 

10th Seasons in the Sun by Terry Jacks hits No 1 in charts 1974 

11th Andy Murray weds Kim Sears, Dunblane Cathedral 2015 

12th Joe Louis, US heavyweight boxer, dies from heart attack (66) 
1981 

15th Classic winning horse Nijinsky dies (25) 1992 

16th Royal Yacht Britannia launched 1953 

19th Grace Kelly weds Prince Rainier of Monaco 1956 

20th Nicholas Lyndhurst, Only Fools & Horses fame, born 1961 

21st German fighter pilot ‘The Red Barron’ shot down & killed (25) 
  1918 

22nd Hollies perform to a sell-out concert Granada Mansfield 1964 

24th Chesterfield FC founded 1919 

26th Rod Stewart mugged at gunpoint and $50,000 Porsche stolen 
  1982 

27th Heavyweight Rocky Marciano retires from boxing undefeated 
  1956 

29th Queen Elizabeth officially opens Calow Hospital Chesterfield 
1984 

30th Celine Dion wins Eurovision Song Contest for Switzerland 1988 
 
Submitted by Kevin Jones 
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Local History Corner 
 
Creswell Schools 1947 
 
January 1947 commenced with severe weather which resulted in poor 
attendance at all schools.  Severe floods in March meant problems with 
heating and the playgrounds of the Infants School.  On 14th May the 
Minister of Education made an order declaring Creswell Church Schools 
to be Voluntary Controlled.  The Church had maintained the school 
buildings for 50 years, giving much time to the management of the 
schools and to the spiritual education of the children. 
 
The Rev C Stanley Branson was not pleased at this turn of events as it 
was proposed that the Church Schools would become a Junior School 
and the council school to change to an Infants and Nursery School.  A 
new school for the over 11s was to be built somewhere between 
Creswell and Whitwell (later this was Markland School).  The vicar 
reminded parents that the property still belonged to the Church.  It was 
in some ways good that they were taken over as there was only £29 in 
the fund for maintenance of both buildings! 
 
The Vicar and Mr JW Eadson became foundation managers and still had 
a voice in management and appointment of Head Teachers.  In each 
school two teachers were to be appointed to give religious instruction in 
accordance with the original trust deeds.  The vicar didn’t think these 
new arrangements would result in better education, what he thought was 
needed were more well trained teachers, not half trained.  (At this time 
men returning from war could be emergency teacher trained for one 
year.  Also some teachers at that time were uncertificated or even 
supplementary).  The Rev Branson hoped that money saved by the 
church would go on first class training colleges for teachers. 
 
Miss Hart, Head of the Infants School, was concerned about how 
crowded it was.  There were 312 children on roll and only 6 class 
teachers.  The birth rate was rising and accommodation in school was 
becoming inadequate for the numbers of children wanting admission.  
She hoped that the building of a new school would be speeded up. 
 
The vicar went into school every week and took the top classes around 
church, explaining the use and purpose of each area.  The children 
offered prayers as they made their way around.  In the belfry they prayed 



Page 18 

for all who heard the bells ring on Sunday, in the baptistery for all the 
little children christened at the font and in the chancel for the choir and 
all who sang God’s praises. 
 
The teaching staff were also changing at this time.  Miss Lizzie Bust 
retired on 1st August after 35 years of teaching at the Infants School.  
She had been born in 1882 in Bottesford, Leicestershire.  She lodged in 
Worksop and must have come on the bus every day to work.  She was 
presented with a handbag from the staff, a cheque from past colleagues 
and parents and flowers from the children.  A specially illuminated 
parchment to commemorate her work at school was done by Mr D 
Barrow of the Senior Department.  Miss Bust went to live at 3 Newark 
Road, Boughton, New Ollerton when she retired. 
 
Mrs Shaw (Miss Alcock) left after 3 years and Miss Fells of Creswell and 
Miss Blagg of Clowne came to teach the two extra classes in the Infants 
School which were to be accommodated in the old church across the 
road.  Five helpers were also hired to assist with supervision of the 
infants at dinner time. 
 
In the Senior School, Mrs Haslam left after joining the staff as a 
temporary teacher at the beginning of the war.  Mr Herbert Barker took 
her place after serving in the forces.  Later he was also to become 
Leader of the Creswell Compass Youth Club which was specifically for 
teenagers who attended the Wesleyan and Primitive Methodist Chapels. 
 
It was to be some time before any changes to the schools took place or 
if they did.  The new Markland School, when built, provided for the 11-
16 year olds.  The Junior School, built 1912, has remained the same for 
7-11 year olds but with new additional rooms built recently.  It was nearly 
30 years later, in 1976, that a new Infants and Nursery School was built 
on Gypsy Lane to replace the old one. 
 
As the old Infants and Senior Schools were of architectural interest, they 
were re-purposed as apartments and remain as some of the oldest 
buildings still left in Creswell. 
 
Enid Hibbert 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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Recipe of the month 
 
Easy Easter Brioche 
 
This light, easy-to-make brioche will keep for two days and is 
delicious with apricot jam. 
 
 

 
 
Ingredients 
 
250g plain flour 
100g butter 
2 rounded tbsp caster sugar 
7g sachet fast-action yeast 
3 eggs 
Beaten egg yolk, to glaze 
2-3 sugar cubes, lightly crushed 
 
Method 
 

 Tip the flour into a food processor fitted with a plastic 
kneading blade and add the butter 

 Process until the mixture looks like breadcrumbs 

 Stir in the caster sugar, a good pinch of salt and the yeast 
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 Add the eggs and mix to a soft dough, then knead in the 
machine for 2 minutes 

 Butter a brioche mould or 2 pt loaf tin 

 Sprinkle a layer of flour onto a work surface and tip the 
dough onto it 

 With floured hands, knead very briefly to form a ball, then 
drop the dough into the tin, smooth side up 

 Cover with cling film and leave to rise until doubled in size, 
about 2 hours in a warm place 

 Heat oven to 200ºC /fan 180ºC / gas 6 

 Brush the top of the brioche with egg yolk, then sprinkle 
over crushed sugar and bake for 20-25 minutes until golden 
brown and the loaf sounds hollow when tapped 

 Tip out onto a wire rack and leave to cool. 
 
 
No food processor? 
 
Simply rub the butter into the flour by hand, stir in the sugar, salt 
and yeast, then add the eggs and mix to a soft dough. Cover and 
chill for 20 minutes (this makes it easier to handle), then knead on 
a floured surface for 5 minutes.  Drop into the tin and carry on as 
recipe. 
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When The Wind Blows 
 
“I drive the clouds across the sky 
And huddle them like sheep; 
Merciless shepherd–dog am I 
And shepherd–watch I keep.”         (Katherine Mansfield) 
 
Carving sculptures out of alabaster clouds; 
Riding white horses on maverick seas; 
Snowblasting blizzards in fierce winter storms 
And, ‘Mexican–waving gusts from trees to trees. 
 
By invisible hands, cirrus clouds are forming 
And, in the cool, calm night, an owl is calling 
Whilst shifting shadows faintly swoon, 
As closing net curtains dim a sugar moon. 
 
The metaphorical March lion violently roared, 
Somewhat later than of yore, 
But the equinox embraced the winds of change, 
For Spring to open wide its door. 
 
“... try and catch the wind.” 
Was the sad lyric Donovan wrote 
But to “Reap the wild wind” 
Took a De Mille clipper sailing boat. 
 
Likewise, an unseen ethereal wind blows, 
And its manifestations are expressed in shows 
Of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
Goodness, gentleness, self-control and faithfulness. 
 
“Be the wind in these sails.”   (Michael Frye) 
 
 
Vaughan Clements 
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One Solitary Life 
 
The following quote forms the entire text of a miniature book, which 
was hand-set and printed in 1963 by a Doris V Welsh, a former 
staff member of the Newberry Library in Chicago. 
 
Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a 
peasant woman.  He grew up in another obscure village, where 
He worked in a carpenter shop until He was 30 and then for three 
years He was an itinerant preacher. 
 
He never wrote a book.  He never held an office.  He never owned 
a home.  He never had a family.  He never went to college.  He 
never put His foot inside a big city.  He never travelled two hundred 
miles from the place where He was born.  He never did one of the 
things that usually accompany greatness.  He had no credentials 
but Himself.  He had nothing to do with this world except the power 
of His divine manhood. 
 
While still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against 
Him.  His friends ran away.  One of them denied Him.  He was 
turned over to His enemies.  He went through the mockery of a 
trial.  He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.  His 
executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on 
earth while He was dying - and that was his coat. 
 
When He was dead, He was taken down and laid in a borrowed 
grave through the pity of a friend.  19 wide centuries have come 
and gone and today He is the centre-piece of the human race …   
 
All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were 
built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever 
reigned, put together have not affected the life of man upon this 
earth as powerfully as has that One Solitary Life. 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
 
 
A little boy was playing outside with his mother’s broom in the 
garden.  That night his mother realised her broom was still missing 
and asked her son to go out and bring it in.  When the little boy 
confessed he was afraid of the dark, his mother tried to comfort 
him: 'The Lord is out there too, don't be afraid’.  Hesitantly, the little 
boy opened the back door and peered out.  He called softly: 'Lord, 
since you're out there already, please will you pass me the 
broom?’ 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
An inexperienced curate was sent to do a graveside burial for a 
homeless man with no family or friends.  Not knowing where the 
cemetery was, he made several wrong turns and got lost.  When 
he eventually arrived, the hearse was nowhere in sight, the 
backhoe was next to the open hole and the workmen were sitting 
under a tree eating lunch. 
 
When the curate looked into the open grave and even found the 
vault lid was already in place, he felt very guilty.  The homeless 
man deserved something, even though it was late.  And so, the 
curate delivered an impassioned burial service, sending the 
deceased into the great beyond in some style.  The workmen 
looked on in silence, but as the curate returned to his car, he 
overheard one of the workmen remark: ‘I’ve been putting in septic 
tanks for 20 years and I ain’t never seen anything like that!’ 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

The nice thing about becoming forgetful is that you can hide your 
own Easter eggs. 
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Crossword solution 
 
ACROSS: 
 
8, Transgressors. 9, Out. 10, Ephesians. 11, Throb. 13, Ramadan. 
16, Nearest. 19, Neath. 22, Childless. 24, Ant. 25, 
Excommunicate. 
 
DOWN: 
 
1, Utmost. 2, Easter. 3, Assemble. 4, Archer. 5, Isis. 6, To hand. 
7, As a son. 12, Hoe. 14, Monastic. 15, Apt. 16, Nuclei.  
17, A piece. 18, Tied up. 20, Ararat. 21, Hatred. 23, Dome. 
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell 
 

02/04/2013 Hilda Mary Simms 

03/04/2004 Linda Rossington 

04/04/1957 Horace Lewis 

05/04/2006 Elizabeth Lillian Davies 

06/04/2003 Ryan Holmes 

06/04/2008 Joyce Sargent 

16/04/2002 Thomas Edward Broomfield 

16/04/2006 Arthur Bagshaw 

19/04/2000 Sylvia Stewart 

20/04/2002 Stephen Limb 

22/04/1992 Margaret Orwin 

24/04/1975 Sarah Jane Plant 

29/04/2005 Joyce Gee 

 
FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell 
 

01/04/1995 William Arthur Naylor  28/12/1915 

02/04/2000 Marjorie Mary Rutherforth  22/01/1908 

02/04/2001 Geoffrey Parker   28/03/1919 

03/04/1987 William Henry Hinds  09/11/1914 

04/04/1992 Marjorie Pendleton   01/03/1932 

04/04/2000 Nora Greaves   22/08/1926 

05/04/1965 Kenneth Lockwood   26/09/1924 

06/04/1964 Clara May Blow   13/05/1889 

06/04/1991 Hilda Donachie   16/01/1912 

07/04/1981 Albert Henry Hobson  28/06/1896 

09/04/1979 Gladys Streets   21/07/1919 

10/04/1990 Peter Galpin    09/09/1934 

12/04/1990 Clara Godfrey   12/12/1907 

12/04/1991 Douglas Horace Boaler  09/05/1925 

12/04/1993 Hilda Voisey    20/11/1903 
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12/04/2013 Sheila Blagg    01/01/1938 

13/04/1968 Harry Turner    17/03/1903 

13/04/1981 William Benjamin Burton  21/01/1901 

13/04/2008 Gordon Frank Martin  19/05/1950 

14/04/1993 Margery Elizabeth Lee  09/07/1920 

14/04/2001 Harry Jepson    03/06/1923 

15/04/1993 William Edgar Blount  24/07/1903 

15/04/2003 Gloria Ann Roberts   10/01/1942 

15/04/2004 Charles Bruce Beech  20/06/1947 

16/04/1931 Derek Leslie Maiden  15/01/1931 

16/04/2016 Colin William Scott   20/09/1956 

19/04/1950 Florence Smith (Nee Rowland) 22/01/1908 

19/04/1993 Florence Emily Busby  17/06/1899 

19/04/2015 John Davies    05/01/1952 

19/04/1971 Ivy Lily Emmingham   08/07/1900 

20/04/1989 Dorothy Butterfield   18/04/1914 

20/04/2002 John Barrie Stansbury  02/03/1942 

21/04/1985 Elsie May Burrough   22/08/1906 

21/04/2007 Harry Lee    03/04/1920 

22/04/1992 Margaret Orwin   14/04/1908 

22/04/2006 Frank Bird    20/02/1921 

23/04/1963 Samuel Spencer   06/02/1889 

24/04/1976 John Willie Lockwood  04/04/1891 

25/04/1990 Margaret Rowland   12/07/1920 

25/04/2001 Phyllis Mabel Brown  15/11/1921 

25/04/2008 Phoebe Patricia Fulwood  25/05/1921 

26/04/1991 William Arthur Lamb  08/11/1921 

26/04/1994 Albert Edward Mallinder  28/10/1918 

26/04/2006 Gladys May Hodgkiss  28/10/1923 

27/04/1974 Cathryn Louise Smith  11/01/1974 

29/04/1989 George Arthur Tuxford  12/03/1924 

29/04/1998 Betty Gaunt    09/04/1930 

29/04/2014 Kathleen Mary Mallinder  15/07/1924 


