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Update on Arrangements for Services 
 
With Covid restrictions easing, changes have been made 
regarding arrangements for services.  Please note the following: 
 

 Hand sanitisers will still be available in church. 

 It is recommended / encouraged that all people attending 
church wear a face covering 

 There will be a designated area in church for people wishing 
to maintain social distancing in the pews 

 QR bar code will remain and a Track and Trace sheet will 
be available for voluntary details 

 Singing of hymns is now allowed 

 Hymn books, Order of Service books and pew leaflets will 
be allowed and available in 'packs' on the back table 

 Sides persons will be reintroduced 

 Communion in one kind will continue to be received from 
the chancel step for the present 

 Plates at the doors will remain for the collection 

 Readings from the Bible will be read by members of the 
congregation 

 Parishioners are encouraged to sensibly move around the 
church 

 The main door will be the only entrance and exit and remain 
closed during the service 

 
While our churches are open for services, unfortunately for now 
the church buildings must remain closed at all other times.  For the 
time being there will be one service each Sunday in the benefice, 
alternating between Whitwell and Creswell. 
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We are also continuing to offer a Compline (Night Prayer) service 
via Zoom on Friday evenings at 7.30pm.  Please click here for 
further details or e-mail homeprayers@gmail.com 
 
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if 
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have 
lost your sense of taste or smell. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the 
Churchwardens. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

http://ecwst.com/index.php/compline/
mailto:homeprayers@gmail.com
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Services for August 
 
Sunday 1st August 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  10.30am 
 
Sunday 8th August 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.30am  
 
Sunday 15th August 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  10.30am 
 
Sunday 22nd August 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.30am 
 
Sunday 29th August 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  10.30am 
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Rector’s Letter 
 
Editor’s note: Due to time pressures, this month’s letter is brought 
to you by Canon Paul Hardingham of Parish Pump. 
 
‘On Holiday with Jesus’ 
 
August is the month when schools are off and many of us go on 
holiday.  This year will be very different, with many opting for a 
‘staycation’!  The good news is that Jesus offers us a true rest. 
 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.’ 
(Matthew 11: 28-29).  Are you feeling tired or burdened and in 
need of a holiday?  Jesus invites you to spend it with Him! 
 
The Invitation: Our holiday destination is Jesus Himself: ‘Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened.’  We can come just as 
we are, with all the burdens and sadness we carry from the last 18 
months.  Jesus doesn’t offer a ‘quick fix’ to deal with our issues; 
He simply offers Himself! 
 
The Promise: Jesus promises us the gift of refreshing, sustaining 
and everlasting rest.  When we go on holiday, we usually look 
forward to doing very little and yet this is not the kind of rest Jesus 
offers.  His rest involves taking up His yoke and learning from Him!  
A yoke was the wooden collar that ran across the shoulders of a 
pair of oxen to enable them to work the fields.  Jesus says: ‘My 
yokes fit well.  They do not rub your neck and shoulders.  Come to 
Me and get yoked to Me.  Make an act of loyal obedience and trust 
in Me and you will find a deep peace and satisfaction that you 
could never find anywhere else.  I have come for you!’ 
 
What’s so amazing about this holiday is that you can get rest by 
simply staying at home! 
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Prayers 
 
Dear Father, in this strangest of summers, with its traffic-light travel 
restrictions and on-going concerns about Covid 19, help us to 
remember that You never change.  Your light is constant.  Your 
love continues.  Your presence is assured, whether we stay at 
home, or travel within the UK, or further afield.  There are no 
restrictions on Your Holy Spirit. 
 
Thank You, Lord, for the gift of each new day, wherever we may 
be.  Thank You that by Your grace, we share all our days with You, 
secure in all circumstances, when we put our trust in Your precious 
son, Jesus Christ.  In His name we pray. 
Amen 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Dear Jesus, when we pray for Your help and blessing, we 
remember the words, “be still in the presence of the Lord’.  Fill us 
with the peace of mind and serenity which only You can give and 
restore us once again.  May we remain safe and content, knowing 
Your peace will continue to dwell in us. 
Amen 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

O Lord, my gracious Father, may I not be so eager for more, that 
I feel I have nothing to spare. Help me to realize that if I may be 
on the mountain-top, or at the level of the sea, thy spirit may dwell 
in my soul. May I rejoice that I can always receive and share thy 
grace and love. 
Amen 
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Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below: 
 

Month of magazine Submission deadline 

September 2021 22nd August 2021 

October 2021 19th September 2021 

November 2021 24th October 2021 

December 2021 21st November 
 

 

 

   

mailto:suebram@sky.com
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Crossword (answers on page 21) 
 

 
 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
1 Of Moses (6) 
4 ‘You have been weighed on the — and found wanting’ 
    (Daniel 5:27) (6) 
7 Where Jesus performed the first of his miraculous signs (John 
2:11) (4) 
8 Roman emperor who ordered all the Jews to leave Rome (Acts 
18:2) (8) 
9 Member of a conservative Jewish party in the Sanhedrin which 
believed there was no resurrection (Acts 23:8) (8) 
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13 South London Mission (1,1,1) 
16 Sure of one’s own ability (2 Corinthians 11:17) (4-9) 
17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went away — , because he had 
great wealth’ (Mark 10:22) (3) 
19 Airs used (anag.) (8) 
24 ‘The Lord is my — , I shall not be in want’ (Psalm 23:1) (8) 
25 ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-hearted’ (Isaiah 61:1) (4) 
26 At or towards the rear of a ship (6) 
27 Cross-carrying evangelist and world traveller, — Blessitt (6) 
 
Down 
 
1 Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4) 
2 Encased in strapped-on light shoes (Song of Songs 7:1) (9) 
3 Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union (1,1,1,1,1) 
4 ‘Father, give me my — of your estate’ (Luke 15:12) (5) 
5 Assistant (4) 
6 On a par (John 5:18) (5) 
10 Credo (anag.) (5) 
11 Beaten with a rod (5) 
12 The fourth of Job’s ‘comforters’, who deferred making his 
contribution because of his junior status (Job 32:6) (5) 
13 Chosen as a temple attendant, he was described by Ezra as 
‘a capable man’ (Ezra 8:18) (9) 
14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where — 
and rust destroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4) 
15 Employs (4) 
18 Associated with penitence for sins, along with sackcloth 
(Matthew 11:21) (5) 
20 Association of South-East Asian Nations (1,1,1,1,1) 
21 Sub-continent to which Baptist missionary pioneer William 
Carey devoted his life (5) 
22 Recess at east end of a church (4) 
23 One of the nine sons of Beriah (1 Chronicles 8:15) (4) 
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The Rectors of Whitwell – Part 19 
 
In January 2011 the Rev Amanda Pike was licensed as Priest in 
Charge of the two parishes with its four churches, in a service 
conducted in St Lawrence by Bishop Alastair Redfern of Derby.  Like 
David Hull before her, she and her husband, Simon, with their three 
adult daughters resided in Creswell Vicarage.  The girls were 
affectionately described by their mother as the ‘Pikelets’.  Simon had 
been a chef and a rugby player, who gave the game up owing to 
injury. 
 
Amanda, who was of farming stock, was born in 1970 in 
Scarborough.  She had clerical ambitions from an early age and after 
schooling in the East Riding she went on to study theology at 
Cranmer Hall in Durham University.  This was followed by curacies in 
County Durham and Yorkshire.  She then became Rector of Sheepy 
Magna in the Bosworth-Sheepy group of churches in the diocese and 
the county of Leicester.  Bosworth Field is in the parish and, as is well 
known, is the site of the famous battle between the armies of the last 
Plantagenet king of England, namely the Yorkist Richard III and the 
invading Tudor forces of the future King Henry VII.  Amanda once 
explained that in the annual service to commemorate the battle, 
successive preachers had to tread very carefully in their sermons to 
avoid giving offence to the rival Plantagenet-Tudor factions in the 
congregation, for whom the outcome of the battle in 1485 was still a 
live issue! 
 
Amanda was a sturdy character, although not without sensitivity, but 
in handling any criticism she held her own.  Notable developments 
she encouraged while at Creswell were the day break Easter Sunday 
morning service and the Lent-Easter course was revived.  After three 
years her health suffered and, on recovering, she moved to 
Staffordshire to be team vicar of a group of parishes near Leek and 
in the diocese of Lichfield.  A number of our parishioners attended 
her licensing service there.  She and Simon stayed there a number 
of years, although recently she moved again, this time to a parish 
near to her native area of Scarborough. 
The Rev Elizabeth Kirby invariably known as ‘Liz’ joined us after 
another long interregnum and came to live in Whitwell Rectory in 
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November 2014 and, almost a month later, on 9th December, was 
licensed by Bishop Redfern in Creswell church.  A native of Cheshire, 
Liz spent her schooldays in Berkshire, when her father took up an 
appointment in Aldermaston Atomic Research station.  The family 
were committed Methodists and Liz became an Anglican as an adult.  
She read Optics at City University, London, and it was while working 
in that city that she met John.  They later moved to Suffolk and settled 
in Bury St Edmunds where she became a lay reader and then began 
studying for the priesthood.  After ordination, Liz became a curate in 
a team ministry in a challenging Ipswich parish. 
 
Although she was the only candidate at the Whitwell interview, it was 
clear that she would have been a leading contender in any situation, 
since she made a very strong impression.  Her husband, John, the 
son and grandson of clergy in both Sussex and South Africa, also 
took an interest in parish affairs and was a keen gardener.  Their adult 
son and daughter lived elsewhere and visited Whitwell from time to 
time. 
 
Liz showed great energy and was very active in developing a number 
of initiatives, the most prominent being the school holiday Breakfast 
Club held in Creswell church.  In both parishes, bible study classes 
were held regularly, in the case of Whitwell it was in the Rectory led 
by Liz, John or Lynne.  Liz also revived the annual Whitwell Rectory 
Garden Party, while at Steetley, in addition to the monthly Sunday 
service, she introduced a monthly Friday mid-morning silent prayer 
meeting. 
 
In 2018, the two parishes of Elmton with Creswell and Whitwell with 
Steetley became a joint benefice, although with separate PCCs and 
existing parochial financial arrangements continuing and Liz’s title 
changed from Priest in Charge to Rector.  In the summer of 2019, 
following an illness, Liz retired and she and John went to live in 
Scotland, near their daughter and her husband and their recently 

born granddaughter. 
 
 
Norman Trott 
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Events from the past from the month of August 
 
1st Elizabeth Taylor divorces Richard Burton for the 2nd time 1976 

2nd North Vietnam attacks US warship causing US to enter Vietnam 
  war 1964 

3rd Rebecca Adlington wins Bronze 800m Freestyle London 2012 

4th Megan Markle (Duchess of Sussex ) born (40) 1981 

6th Pope Paul V1 dies after suffering heart attack aged 80 1978 

7th Entertainer Robbie Williams (36) weds Ayda Fields (31) 2010 

9th Derby race course holds last horse race meeting before closure 
 1939 

11th Final six bodies recovered from Creswell colliery after disaster 
1951 

12th GB men’s 4 x 100m win gold at world athletic champs 2017 

14th Record 14,000 see Derbys v Yorkshire, Queens Park 
Chesterfield 1948 

15th India gains independence from Britain 1947 

16th Tate Gallery opens in London 1897 

18th Great Train Robbers hideout found Leatherslade Farm 1963 

22nd British & US troops defeat Germanys 7th Army France 1944 

23rd The Big Sleep starring Humphrey Bogart released 1946 

26th The first Morris Mini Minor produced in the UK 1959 

24th Mount Vesuvius erupts destroying city of Pompeii 79AD 

29th Hurricane Katrina lashes US gulf coast 1836 killed 2005 

30th Mary Ann Nichols 43 becomes first Jack The Ripper victim 
1888 

 

Submitted by Kevin Jones 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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Local History Corner 
 
Notes from 1904 
 
The Parish Magazine published in January 1904 included in its 
pages a railway timetable compiled by the curate, Rev AT 
Cameron.  He intentionally omitted the very late Saturday trains as 
they were considered a great source of evil to the railway servants, 
the shopkeepers in towns and to the habitual users.  These trains 
were known as the ‘drunkard’ trains and, therefore, could not be 
advertised. 
 
Baptisms then not only noted the name of the child but also their 
address and occupation of their father, usually a miner. 
 
A Miss McRae, living “in a house in the new street near to Dr 
Wood’s”, (now 1 Welbeck Street) was very active in church work, 
notably with the Women’s Guild.  She held weekly meetings and 
organised teas every fortnight for members and friends.  She was 
also generous and gave two large brass altar vases with flower 
holders and a white Vestal Burse and Chalice Veil to the church. 
 
There was, yet again, trouble between the church and non-
conformists.  At that time there were 4 chapels in Creswell and 
their members wanted a say in the running of the two schools, 
which were church schools.  In May, the vicar noted a periodical 
attack upon the Church by the non-conformists and described 
these outbreaks as sectarian hatred and ignorance. 
 
On a happier note, Autumn 1904 was a good year for crops.  It 
had been a glorious summer and farmers had been able to harvest 
their crops without any being spoiled.  At Elmton, the church was 
crowded for the Harvest Festival.  It was decorated with gifts of 
fruit and vegetables.  The evening service was overcrowded, with 
many unable to enter church.  The Anthem “He watereth the hills” 
by Spinney was beautifully sung.  The collection of £3.10s was 
given to the Agricultural Benevolent Institution and the Singapore 
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Missionary Society.  As usual, produce was sent to the Waifs and 
Strays Home in Newark. 
 
In Creswell, the Harvest Thanksgiving Services were held both on 
St. Matthew’s Day, 21st September and the following Sunday.  At 
the latter, the Children’s Service was well attended and after an 
address by the Rev Allan Cameron, the children with their gifts of 
fruit and vegetables followed the choir in a procession up the front 
of the church and presented their offerings to him.  Still more was 
given by the Young Men’s Bible Class, conducted by Mr J Bacon.  
At Evensong, the Church was almost crowded out, with extra 
chairs and forms having to be brought in.  Both church choirs 
combined with the result that the chancel was crowded with 
singers and the music was noted as brilliant.  The fruit and 
vegetables filled seven hampers and boxes and this was also sent 
to the home in Newark.  The £8 collection went to the Derbyshire 
Church Extension Fund. 
 
A Harvest Tea was held at the Creswell Schools the Monday 
following when 180 people came to enjoy it.  Afterwards a short 
concert was held and then a dance, with music supplied by Mr 
Burrow’s String Band.  What energy people had! 
 
 
Enid Hibbert 
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Recipe of the month 
 
Damson Mess 
 
Damsons come into season in late August.  Although damsons 
contain a lot of sugar, they’re also highly astringent – they need 
cooking to release the sugars, otherwise they’ll be very tart.  
Comprised of rich damson sauce, hazelnut meringue and billowing 
cream, this is the perfect dessert for late summer or autumn 
 
Ingredients (serves 4) 
 
Hazelnut Meringues 
 
100g of blanched hazelnuts 
2 egg whites 
125g of caster sugar 
1 tsp white wine vinegar 
 
Damson Sauce 
 
300g of damsons 
75g of caster sugar 
 
To Serve 
 
400ml of double cream 
 
Method 
 

 Preheat the oven to 200°C/gas mark 6 

 Place the hazelnuts on a baking tray and toast in the 
preheated oven for 5–10 minutes, or until golden.  Set aside 
to cool and reduce the oven temperature to 170°C/gas 
mark 4 

 Add the egg whites to the bowl of an electric mixer and 
whisk on high speed until stiff peaks form 
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 Gradually add the sugar, a spoonful at a time, whisking well 
between each addition.  When all the sugar has been 
added, scrape down the sides of the bowl with a spatula. 

 Add the vinegar and whisk for another 6–8 minutes until the 
mixture is stiff and glossy 

 Roughly chop the hazelnuts in half and fold 80g of them 
gently into the meringue, reserving 20g to garnish 

 Line a large baking tray with baking paper and dollop large 
spoonfuls of mixture onto the paper, leaving some space 
for them to expand in the oven. 

 Bake for 1 hour, remove from the oven and allow to cool 

 Prepare the damson sauce by placing the damsons and the 
sugar in a small saucepan over a low heat 

 When the fruit has completely broken down, pass it through 
a sieve into a small bowl.  Discard the stones and skins. 

 When you are ready to serve, whip the cream until soft 
peaks form and break up the meringue into bite-size pieces. 

 Loosely fold the meringue into the cream and add a 
spoonful to a glass serving dish, or individual glasses 

 Drizzle over some damson sauce and add another layer of 
cream and meringue mix. 

 Repeat, alternating with meringue and sauce until you have 
filled the dish or individual glasses 

 Top with the reserved nuts and serve 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
 
 
During a summer music festival, a punk rocker stopped at the front 
desk of the reception tent to ask if there were any messages for 
her.  The desk clerk handed her an unsigned note and she asked 
for a description of the person who had left it.  "That's easy," 
replied the clerk.  "He wore tight pink-leather trousers, high-heeled 
black boots and a T shirt with strategically cut holes.  There was a 
row of coloured safety pins through the outside edge of one ear 
and he wore purple eyeshadow.  And his hair was orange and 
spiked." 
 
"Oh, man!" she said, obviously disappointed, "that could be 
anybody!" 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Going camping this month?  Take along a tuba or a drum and 
carefully place it beside your tent.  It will keep the spaces on either 
side of your tent well and truly vacant. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
While flying home, my mother was sitting across the aisle from a 
woman and her 8 year old son.  Mum couldn't help laughing as 
they neared their destination and she heard the mother say to the 
boy, "Now remember, run to Dad first, then the dog." 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
A young child asked a woman how old she was. She answered, 
"39 and holding."  The child thought for a moment, then wondered, 
"And how old would you be if you let go?" 
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Crossword solution 
 
ACROSS: 
 
1  Mosaic; 4  Scales; 7  Cana; 8  Claudius; 9  Sadducee; 13 SLM; 
16 Self-confident; 17 Sad; 19 Radiuses; 24 Shepherd; 25 Bind; 26 
Astern; 27 Arthur 
 
DOWN: 
 
1 Mock; 2 Sandalled; 3 CICCU; 4 Share; 5 Aide; 6 Equal; 10 
Décor;11 Caned; 12 Elihu; 13 Sherebiah; 14 Moth; 15 Uses; 18 
Ashes; 20 ASEAN; 21 India; 22 Apse; 23 Eder 
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell 
 

01/08/2013 Janet Wall 

03/08/1993 Phillip A Richardson 

04/08/2007 Brian Smith 

12/08/1980 Evelyn Durham 

13/08/2001 Jack Fletcher 

14/08/1993 Richard Charles Edward Armand 

18/08/2007 Maud Winifred Gething 

22/08/2009 Harold Doxey 

27/08/1977 Arthur Swift 

27/08/2014 Jane Lunn 

27/08/2017 David Cook 

29/08/2009 Vera Alice Hayes 

 
FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell 
 

01/08/2001 Thomas Cartwright   23/04/1912 

01/08/2002 Jack Everley    25/11/1914 

01/08/2011 Peter Mellors    03/03/1934 

02/08/1987 John Jennings   17/01/1919 

02/08/1994 John Wilson    14/06/1926 

02/08/2004 Mary Wilson    02/05/1947 

02/08/2012 Doreen Emily Palmer  20/04/1929 

03/08/2015 Marina Elaine Carte (nee Roberts) 02/12/1934 

03/08/2018 John Herbert King   11/11/1946 

04/08/1997 Edith Ellen Ashley   08/05/1923 

05/08/1990 John William Lancashire  05/09/1901 

05/08/2017 Barbara Slater   20/01/1933 

06/08/1966 Arthur Spencer   24/02/1908 

06/08/1988 Clifford Burrough   26/06/1906 

07/08/1976 Charles Jepson   16/07/1891 

07/08/1996 Wilfred Clayton (Reverend) 15/08/1910 
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07/08/1996 Audrey Tuxford   03/12/1926 

07/08/2000 Gladys Platts    14/07/1916 

07/08/2007 Kenneth Evers   07/11/1934 

09/08/1915 Arthur Godley 

09/08/1999 Edith Evelyn Buckingham  16/04/1908 

10/08/2001 Harry Lockwood   21/04/1916 

11/08/2012 Lois Ann Boaler   17/04/1927 

11/08/2016 Carl Paddick    11/02/1977 

12/08/2007 Ian Seaton    13/06/1938 

13/08/1956 George Edson   11/04/1870 

13/08/1991 Elsie Proffitt    12/07/1913 

13/08/1995 Anne Jones 

13/08/1997 Rosa Irene Hart   21/05/1918 

13/08/2009 Margaret Marion Sykes  12/03/1929 

14/08/1991 Olive Marjorie Marriott  16/03/1920 

14/08/2001 Pamela Mary Taylor   26/06/1944 

14/08/2009 Blanche Elizabeth Lloyd  03/09/1916 

15/08/1976 Clifford Mark Hobson  13/05/1958 

15/08/2013 Daisy Wood    28/06/1928 

17/08/1971 Eliza Ann Jepson   06/07/1893 

18/08/1974 Eva Marie Thornton 

18/08/2001 William McCall   05/10/1918 

18/08/2005 Cyril Arthur Maiden   26/01/1927 

18/08/2013 Joan Presley    29/06/1920 

20/08/1977 Rebecca (Becky) Kitchen  03/12/1894 

20/08/1991 Christina Eliza Wardle  05/12/1913 

21/08/1983 Kathleen Anne Handel  03/09/1915 

22/08/1990 Linda Gray    20/08/1954 

22/08/1995 Jean Katherine Mellors  30/07/1901 

23/08/1986 Nellie Edson    25/11/1902 

25/08/2001 Barrie Spibey   23/03/1954 

25/08/2016 Cyril Adams    09/10/1925 

30/08/1991 Sheila Plummer   25/03/1936 



Page 24 

30/08/2004 Darren James Hickman  18/10/1975 

31/08/1994 Mandy Jepson   01/02/1962 

31/08/1997 Mona Lancashire   23/12/1907 

31/08/2005 Evelyn Kitty Kenyon   25/04/1921 

31/08/2016 Tess McCall    04/08/1928 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


