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Update on Arrangements for Services
With Covid restrictions continuing to ease, from 19th September
2021 services will be held each week at Whitwell, Creswell and
Elmton, with services at Steetley on the second Sunday of each
month. The joint PCCs have agreed the service times will be as
follows:




Whitwell – 9am
Creswell – 10.45am
Elmton – 6pm

The service at Steetley will be at 3.15pm.
On the second Sunday of the month, when there is a service at
Steetley, there will be a non-Holy Communion Service, led by
Lynne, our reader, at either Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton on a rota
basis.
Where there are 5 Sundays in the month, there will be a joint
benefice service at 10.30am at Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton,
again on a rota basis.
Please note the following Covid protocols will remain:








Hand sanitisers will be available in church
It is recommended / encouraged that all people attending
church wear a face covering
There will be a designated area in church for people wishing
to maintain social distancing in the pews
QR bar code will remain and a Track and Trace sheet will
be available for voluntary details
Singing of hymns is now allowed
Hymn books, Order of Service books and pew leaflets will
be allowed and available in 'packs' on the back table
Communion in one kind will continue to be received from
the chancel step for the present
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Plates at the doors will remain for the collection
Parishioners are encouraged to sensibly move around the
church

While our churches are open for services, unfortunately for now
the church buildings must remain closed at all other times.
We are also continuing to offer a Compline (Night Prayer) service
via Zoom on Friday evenings at 7.30pm. Please click here for
further details or e-mail homeprayers@gmail.com
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for September
Sunday 5th September
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am

Sunday 12th September
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.30am

Sunday 19th September
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 26th September
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 3rd October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm
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Rector’s Letter
Dear Friends
Jesus says, “You will see greater things than these” (John 1:50).
Jesus’s promise to Nathanael on the road to Galilee was an
assurance that the encounter which changed his life would lead to
bigger things, that he would see angels ascending and descending
to and from heaven.
This would seem a bit of an eccentric offer today. By all means,
we do occasionally meet people who are convinced they have
seen angels or who have at least experienced encouragement or
protection which they put down to some kind of supernatural force
acting in their lives. But in our secular, scientific age we don’t have
much interest in disputing the old question of how many angels
can dance on the head of a pin. If they can’t be observed and
analysed they might as well not exist.
So why does the Church keep a festival every year (on 29 th
September) for Michael the Archangel and All Angels? What does
the promise of Jesus mean for today?
Belief in angels as heavenly beings runs right through the Bible
from Genesis to Revelation. The dream Jacob had of a ladder
reaching to heaven (Genesis 28:12) was an assurance to him of
God’s grace and encouragement in his adventure of faith. Jewish
people of biblical times had a vibrant picture of God, supported by
and served by spiritual beings. God was not a lonely, remote
figure but the centre of a busy and joyful court.
And God had messengers to communicate with human beings in
the world. It was an angel who drove Adam and Eve out of the
Garden of Eden; it was an angel who brought to Mary the news of
her maternal duties in the birth of Jesus. It was angels who waited
at Jesus’s tomb to give the news of his resurrection. There are
many other examples and sometimes it is reported that God
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personally appeared in the form of an angel, as when Moses
approached the burning bush at Mount Horeb.
So we have angels as messengers, angels as executive servants,
angels as courtiers engaged in the praise of God, emphasising his
majesty and powerful nature and there is also the angel we
particularly remember this month, St Michael, who is shown in the
Book of Revelation as the fearless defender of truth, leading God’s
armies against the forces of evil.
In view of this, it is surely appropriate for religious people to
express our belief in God’s backing for our resistance of evil in this
world, in terms of spiritual beings that are part of our tradition. The
frequency of such references in the Bible indicates how real they
must have been to our faithful ancestors.
So when Jesus promised Nathanael a vision of angels (John 1:51),
he is surely indicating that the encounter they have shared is the
beginning of a new experience. It is a real point where physical
touches spiritual and nowhere in our human experience does this
happen more significantly than in the moments of arriving and
departing this world, and that is where angels most often appear
in biblical stories.
We are all born and we all die. Nowadays, we understand so
much more about the mechanics of the processes than our
forebears, but the reality of human existence remains a mystery.
Even for those who do not have a lively religious faith, the arrival
of a new baby is easily described as a miracle. Death, and the
departure of the human soul, is always a matter for wonder and
often a time of great challenge.
What we must try to avoid is any sense that angels are an easy
option obscuring the reality of existence for simple people. Indeed,
as Jesus would have it, they represent its very heart.
Revd Keith Cocking
Rector
Page 7

Prayers
Dear Lord, September, the month of new beginnings for many, as
summer fades and school and college terms start. After such a
strange time of restrictions, hopes of freedom, with warnings to be
cautious, it is hard to know what to expect this September. We
can’t know what lies ahead, Lord, but we can trust you to see us
through whatever it turns out to be. Thank you for your promise, I
will never leave you or forsake you… (Hebrews 13:5). Help us to
hold fast to that promise, to keep trusting you and to be thankful
for each September day. In Jesus’ name.
Amen
***************
Lord God, take pity on me. During my infancy I ignored You.
During my boyhood I had no interest in You. During my
adolescence I pursued vain pleasures. But now, Lord Jesus, I
crave Your mercy. I want to know You, I want to understand Your
truth, I want to feel Your joy.
Amen
***************
Lord, I don’t understand how people do the horrible things to each
other which I read about in the newspapers. Lord, I cry to You to
help those who inflict such injuries. Take hatred from their hearts;
give them understanding of the evil they do. Strengthen the
persecuted; give them courage and a firm belief in You. Give me
and all who try to serve You the desire to serve the suffering and
fill us with the love which will defeat the power of evil in the world.
Amen
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Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
October 2021
November 2021
December 2021
January 2022

Submission deadline
19th September 2021
24th October 2021
21st November 2021
19th December 2021
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Crossword (answers on page 22)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into this grace’
(Romans 5:2) (6)
4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6)
8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5)
9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7)
10 Belgium’s chief port (7)
11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was plenty of water’
(John 3:23) (5)
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9)
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17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5)
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7)
21 ‘Your will be done’ … as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5)
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5)
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6)
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6)
Down
1 Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6)
2 Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7)
3 Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack
(2 Chronicles 32:1) (5)
5 Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)
6 Lonny (anag.) (5)
7 Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)
9 Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9)
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7)
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in
Laodicea (Revelation 3:16) (4,3)
15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net (John
21:11) (6)
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us
also go, that we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6)
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5)
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5)
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The Rectors of Whitwell – Part 20 - conclusion
Over the centuries, Whitwell Rectory has been the residence of a wide
variety of characters and one may wonder if it is possible to generalise
about what a typical rector might have been like. It will be better if such
examples are limited to one era, with such great diversity occurring in a
long time span. So the range of incumbents here has been more or less
limited to the period from the reign of Queen Anne up to and including
the first three Georges, roughly from about 1700 to the early 1800s (The
Hanoverians).
In those days, Whitwell was a village with a much smaller population
than now. It was an entirely rural or farming community; coal mining was
still in the distant future. A census taken solely for tax purposes in 1676
did not include children under 12 and gave the number of ‘adults’ as 254.
Furthermore, since infant mortality was high, the number of children is
difficult to estimate, but the parish total population might not have been
more than about 300-320. The 1801 census gave a reliable figure of
782, all being counted in. It was a time when the population was
increasing nationally, with gradual improvements in living standards.
During this period it is known that a number of rectors were born in
Nottinghamshire or Yorkshire, with a few from Derbyshire and even
London. As might be expected, most were from farming families or were
the sons of landowners, men in the law or the Church and shopkeepers.
As for education, a fair number studied at Oxford or Cambridge, with
most at the latter centre of learning and quite a number were at Trinity
College, the largest college in that university. Some stayed on as
lecturers and might even be on the governing body of their college. But
it did not necessarily mean that they came from rich families, as a few
are known to have been sizars, that is, poor students who paid their fees
by waiting on tables in the dining hall, for example Greaves and
Beardmore.
Those who were lecturers and tutors might be quite elderly (for that time)
when they came to Whitwell. This may have been an advantage since
it should be remembered that after Sir Roger Manners died in 1632,
Whitwell had no resident squire until 1813* and the tenants in the Hall,
like the Brabyn family, may not have stayed long enough or had the
respect of the villagers to be recognised as the squire’s family ‘in the big
house’. This meant the rector unofficially took on some of the duties of
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leadership attached to a squire as the Rutlands lived in faraway Belvoir
Castle in Leicestershire. Rector Felton’s deputy at Oxford complained
that his boss spent too much time in Whitwell and left much of the work
to him!
It was customary for the clergy to employ curates in their stead and the
more diligent, when absent, preferred a curate who would stay a long
time, especially if paid a fair return for services; poor curates were
feature of the age. But with Whitwell well-endowed in glebe land,
curates could be paid £40 a year, which was good for that time. The
rector could also afford to employ local men to farm the glebe (parson’s
farm). Many rectors had families and when Henry Felton arrived in
Whitwell from Oxford, a large number of juveniles emerged from the
coach at the rectory gate. Again, while they were decent men, neither
were they saints. In an earlier period, Rector Waterhouse left Whitwell
having been accused of selling church property, probably to the disgust
of his patron Sir Roger Manners and the bishop. Some time later the
congregation complained to Lichfield that Hugo Bonham was neglecting
his duties, so he was transferred elsewhere.
Of the seven rectors in the 1700s, five stayed over 12 years. Of these
three completed more than 25 years and, in sharp contrast to later times,
though it is hard to say for certain that any died in office, until Evelyn
Boothby in 1851. Annually, farmers came to the Rectory to pay their
tithe money, originally 10% but in practice nearer to 5%. The visitors in
most parishes are said to have eaten and drunk to excess to get a share
of the payment. Tithes were not abolished until the 1930s.
Two rectors, Manners-Sutton and Felton, became distinguished, but the
others are little more than names on a list in the north transept of St
Lawrence Church. Hopefully, these articles have made them more like
real people.
* The Portlands at Welbeck are sometimes portrayed as resident
"squires"
Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of September
1st

Jews ordered to wear yellow star of David in Germany
1941

2nd

Great fire of London started 1666

3rd

Internet auction site “Ebay” founded 1995

4th

Sir Humphrey Davy invents the miners safety lamp 1885

5th

UK Comedian Johnny Vegas born (51) 1970

6th

US Actor Burt Reynolds dies from a heart attack (82) 2018

7th

Footballer Ryan Giggs weds Stacey Cooke 2007

8th

Tony Blackburn wins I’m A Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here
2002

10th

American Phil Hill wins Italian GP for Ferrari 1961

11th

TV show Little House on The Prairie premiered 1974

13th

First conviction using finger print technique (theft) 1902

14th

Janet Leigh and Tony Curtis divorce after 10 years
marriage 1962

16th

Post office Savings Bank founded 1861

17th

Racing driver Stirling Moss born 1929

19th

Rod Stewart tops singles with Sailing 1975

21st

Boxer Rocky Marciano’s wins last fight v’s Archie Moore
1955

24th

India win first T20 Cricket tournament 2007

26th

New Zealand granted independence from Britain 1907

27th

Ocean liner RMS Queen Elizabeth launched on the Clyde
1938

29th

Actress Greer Garson born Manor Park London 1904

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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For the young (and young at heart)
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Local History Corner
Elmton and Creswell 1948
Although the war had been over for three years, a shortage of
wheat meant that some foods, including bread, flour and cakes,
were rationed and this meant that the Mothers Union at Creswell
Church hadn’t been able to organise their usual Parish Social.
During the war all staple food had been rationed but miners had
been given extra meat and cheese as theirs was such a heavy job.
Paper supply must have been better as the size of the magazine
was back to pre-war days. The housing situation was improving.
The recording of baptisms of children in the magazine showed that
although some lived in the ‘Bevin Huts’ or Morven Street Hostel,
some were living in West Street or ‘New Houses’ as other streets
were as yet unnamed.
Sadly the first doctor’s wife, Mrs Grace E Wood MBE died. She
had played a prominent part in both the social and church life of
the parish. She was a JP, a parish councillor and had worked
tirelessly for the St John Ambulance during the First World War,
for which she was awarded her MBE, and later for the women’s
section of the British Legion. Her Church work included being
Secretary of the Mothers’ Union and also for the Bolsover
Deanery. She is buried with her husband, Dr WT Wood, in the
second row back of graves which front Elmton Road.
In May, the Rev Branson thanked the parishioners for a generous
offering of £35.00 at the Easter Service. He said it was a most
welcome addition to his stipend, which now was £100 less than
before the war. Nationalisation of the coal mines, which began in
1947, meant that grants given to the church by colliery companies
under private ownership had stopped.
In August, The Rev Branson took part in the 1,350th Anniversary
of the founding of St Augustine’s Abbey in Canterbury and the
centenary of the college at which he had been a student. A great
procession of past and present students, including many Bishops
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and clergy from overseas, assembled in the ruined crypt of the
church to sing the Litany. The Archbishop of Canterbury was the
celebrant at the Eucharist which followed. The Rev Branson
spoke of the sanctuary full of lilies and roses, the vibrant colours
of the copes and mitres of the Archbishops and Bishops and the
glow of the recently restored stained glass. What a wonderful
picture he portrayed.

Enid Hibbert
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Recipe of the month
Jammy blackberry and almond crumble cake
Enjoy these blackberry and almond cake slices for afternoon tea,
or as dessert served with vanilla ice cream. They're made with
fresh blackberries and jam.
Ingredients (serves 12-16)
225g butter, plus extra for the tin
225g golden caster sugar, plus 1 tbsp
3 medium eggs
275g plain flour
2 tsp baking powder
50g ground almonds
2 tbsp milk
1 tsp vanilla or almond extract
3 tbsp berry jam of your choice
150g blackberries
Handful of flaked almonds
Method








Heat the oven to 180ºC / 160ºC fan / gas 4
Butter a 20cm square tin and line with baking parchment
Beat 200g of the butter and 200g of the sugar together in a
large bowl using an electric whisk until light and fluffy
Beat in the eggs, one at a time, until well combined
When smooth and creamy, add 225g of the flour, the baking
powder, almonds, milk and vanilla, and mix to combine
Scrape the mixture into the tin and level the surface with a
spatula
Dot over teaspoons of jam, then scatter over the
blackberries, pressing them in gently
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To make the crumble topping, weigh the remaining 25g
butter and 25g sugar into a bowl, add the rest of the flour
and a pinch of salt
Rub the ingredients together between your fingertips until
they are a crumbly consistency
Mix in the flaked almonds, then scatter the crumble over the
cake
Scatter with the 1 tbsp caster sugar and bake for 45 mins
until a skewer inserted into the middle comes out clean
If the cake isn’t ready, return to the oven for 5-10 mins
more, then check again
Leave to cool for at least 20 mins in the tin before slicing
and serving
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Smile Lines

When a Methodist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself
up and says, “That was an experience, how do I learn from it?”
When a Catholic priest falls down the stairs, he picks himself up
and says, “I must have done something really bad to deserve that.”
When a Presbyterian minister falls down the stairs, he picks
himself up and says, “That was inevitable, I'm glad it's over.”
When a Baptist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up
and says, “Which one of my deacons pushed me?”
When a vicar falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says,
“Will I need a faculty to get the staircase repaired?”
******************
A preacher went into the pulpit one Sunday morning wearing a pair
of new bifocals. The reading portion of the glasses improved his
vision considerably, but the top portion of the glasses didn't work
so well. In fact, he was experiencing dizziness every time he
looked through them. Finally, he apologised to the congregation.
"I hope you will excuse my continually removing my glasses," he
said. "You see, when I look down, I can see fine, but when I look
at you, it makes me feel sick."
******************
A little girl had been to Sunday School for the first time and was
asked by her mother how it compared with her new primary school.
“Oh, I like it much better,’ she said. ‘There are no exams there,
you go only once a week for an hour and at the end you go to
heaven instead of high school.”
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1 Access; 4 Blinds; 8 Rhyme; 9 Loyalty; 10 Antwerp; 11 Aenon; 12
Loftiness; 17 Satan; 19 Obadiah; 21 On Earth; 22 Storm; 23
Exhale; 24 Depths
DOWN:
1 Adrian; 2 Crystal; 3 Siege; 5 Lay Bare; 6 Nylon; 7 Saying; 9
Lappidoth; 13 Funeral; 14 Spit Out; 15 Ashore; 16 Thomas; 18
Teeth; 20 Aisle
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
01/09/2004
02/09/1999
02/09/2008
07/09/2005
07/09/2006
08/09/1991
09/09/2014
11/09/2010
11/09/2012
12/09/1989
16/09/2010
17/09/2008
22/09/1987
23/09/1994
24/09/2004
24/09/2006
24/09/2013
25/09/2001
27/09/2018
28/09/2004

Dorothy Clifford
Robert Chadwick
Mabel Geary
Jessie Glasby
James Henry Shepherd
Kate Rice
Richard Rice
Bertram Parker
Mary Sturton
Douglas Lievesley
Roy Durham
John Kenneth Robinson
Winifred Mary Hannah Marsh
Roy Richmond Webster
Harold Lunn
Dorothy Shepherd
Roy Whitehead
Joyce Plumb
Graham Bettison
Molly Donna Simons Holland

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/09/1958
01/09/1997
01/09/1998
02/09/2008
03/09/1992
03/09/1992
03/09/2001
03/09/2014

Mary Matilda Stubbins
Gwendoline Marjorie Maguire
Howard Henricsen
Florence Holmes
Annie Glasby
William Setchell
Alan Baker
Mabel Green
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06/03/1889
10/02/1921
29/04/1919
15/02/1897
16/07/1920
01/01/1950
14/06/1919

04/09/1958
04/09/1995
05/09/1995
06/09/1990
06/09/2012
07/09/2010
08/09/1951
08/09/2009
09/09/1982
09/09/1990
09/09/1992
10/09/1991
11/09/1971
11/09/1983
11/09/1987
11/09/2015
12/09/1992
13/09/1988
13/09/1993
13/09/2003
13/09/2006
13/09/2017
14/09/1982
14/09/1989
14/09/2008
14/09/2013
15/09/1957
15/09/1988
15/09/1990
16/09/1976
16/09/1990
16/09/1997
16/09/1997

Wilfred Pickering
Joyce Chell
Ethel Jennings
Doris Charles Worth
Lilian Avis Wood
Herbert George Roberts
Annice Lee
Grace Peet
Joan Mary Medlam
Kathleen May Radford
Violet Sylvia Pearson
Elizabeth Clayton
May Whyles
Beatrice Irene Plumb
Violet Ellen Spencer
Irene Elsie Self
William Ladds
James Lawrence Cross
Samuel Edward Sadler
Janet Mary Owen
Harold Stanley Baldwin
Jennie Seaton
Sarah Ellen Palmer
Gertrude Emma Machent
Mary Irene Kemp
Marion Thurbon
William Ernest C. Sternberg
Joseph Leese
Lena Wingfield Borrowdale
Edward Stanley Turner
Gordon Evers
Charles Edward Bishop
George Martin Lee
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12/08/1901
19/03/1925
01/01/1921
13/01/1900
19/03/1914
14/07/1922
17/12/1912
18/06/1932
09/02/1945
09/08/1916
15/08/1908
28/12/1934
11/08/1898
18/08/1907
05/08/1893
24/03/1929
28/04/1924
02/10/1909
04/03/1918
19/07/1949
26/11/1932
01/04/1943
16/05/1906
18/09/1913
12/07/1932
30/04/1943
20/11/1896
16/01/1904
07/07/1909
01/04/1906
07/12/1929
21/06/1922
24/05/1910

16/09/2011
17/09/1974
17/09/1984
17/09/1995
17/09/2013
17/09/2008
18/09/1962
18/09/2007
19/09/1996
19/09/1999
20/09/1987
20/09/1992
20/09/1995
20/09/2007
21/09/2003
21/09/2006
21/09/2017
22/09/1990
22/09/1994
22/09/2000
23/09/2005
24/09/2005
25/09/1989
26/09/1950
26/09/2001
26/09/2017
27/09/2000
28/09/1987
28/09/2004
28/09/2005
29/09/2015
29/09/2018
30/09/1984

Bethany Ann Slater
William Slater
Frederick James Brabyn
Geoffrey George Belfield
Mark Greaves
John Kenneth Robinson
James Woodhead
Margaret Doreen Warford
Fred Lawrence Hill
Nancy Olga Wardle
Ivy Gladys Bennett
Jack Habeshaw
Stanley James Cook
Arthur Webster
Carol Hazel Ward
Trevor Morris
Arthur Eric Keeling
Colin Malthouse
Lilian May Heath
Violet Irene Beeston
Joan Setchell
Frederick Ellis
Joseph Stubbins
Thomas Joseph Senior
Doreen Harriet Womble
Martyn Stuart Fell
Ian Elener
Kathleen Violet Elliott
Owen Robert Williams
John Stuart Miles
Marian Banks
Dorothy Ellen Smith
Walter Beswick
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16/09/2011
20/08/1916
04/08/1897
15/12/1952
16/02/1921
20/12/1935
06/03/1903
18/03/1927
01/10/1936
15/02/1917
09/11/1905
27/05/1910
29/12/1919
30/06/1928
13/05/1944
31/08/1933
02/03/1940
27/04/1902
31/12/1902
01/03/1920
13/07/1924
24/08/1926
16/03/1914
19/05/1908
14/11/1944
03/12/1982
29/05/1950
29/03/1921
18/01/1971
02/12/1917
05/11/1942
04/10/1930
15/01/1911

30/09/1989
30/09/1994
30/09/1995
30/09/2014

Rachel Elizabeth Wood
Marta Flowers
Robert Lawrence Turner
Joan Turner
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24/09/1923
18/03/1924
29/09/1920
22/06/1922

