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Update on Arrangements for Services
With Covid restrictions continuing to ease, services are now being
held each week at Whitwell, Creswell and Elmton, with services at
Steetley on the second Sunday of each month. The joint PCCs
have agreed the service times will be as follows:




Whitwell – 9am
Creswell – 10.45am
Elmton – 6pm

The service at Steetley will be at 3.15pm.
On the second Sunday of the month, when there is a service at
Steetley, there will be a non-Holy Communion Service, led by
Lynne, our reader, at either Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton on a rota
basis.
Where there are 5 Sundays in the month, there will be a joint
benefice service at 10.30am at Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton,
again on a rota basis.
Please note the following Covid protocols will remain:









Hand sanitisers will be available in church
It is recommended / encouraged that all people attending
church wear a face covering
There will be a designated area in church for people wishing
to maintain social distancing in the pews
QR bar code will remain and a Track and Trace sheet will
be available for voluntary details
Singing of hymns is now allowed
Hymn books, Order of Service books and pew leaflets will
be allowed and available in 'packs' on the back table
Communion in one kind will continue to be received from
the chancel step for the present
Plates at the doors will remain for the collection
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Parishioners are encouraged to sensibly move around the
church

While our churches are open for services, unfortunately for now
the church buildings must remain closed at all other times.
We are also continuing to offer a Compline (Night Prayer) service
via Zoom on Friday evenings at 7.30pm. Please click here for
further details or e-mail homeprayers@gmail.com
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for October
Sunday 3rd October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 10th October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Service of the Word St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Said Eucharist
All Saints, Steetley
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
3.15pm
6.00pm

Sunday 17th October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 24th October
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 31st October
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton
Memorial Service St Lawrence, Whitwell
Memorial Service St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am
3.00pm
6.00pm

Sunday 7th November
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm
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Rector’s Letter
Editor’s note: Due to time pressures, this month’s letter is brought
to you by Canon Paul Hardingham of Parish Pump.
This month we remember St Luke (18th October), the author of the
third Gospel and Book of Acts. Throughout his writing Luke makes
clear that the good news of salvation is available to all people,
regardless of their gender, social position or nationality. It is
believed that Luke was a doctor, so he sees the importance of
healing in the ministry of Jesus and the Church. The signs of the
presence of God’s kingdom include the healing of sickness, hurts,
as well as unforgiveness.
This is evident when Jesus sends out the 72 in Luke 10, a reading
for St Luke’s Day: “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field…When you enter a town and are welcomed
eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell
them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you’.” (Luke 10:2,8). What
challenges do we find in these verses?
Firstly Luke, as a Gentile, (a non-Jew) recognises the
revolutionary way outsiders are welcomed into the faith community
e.g. Zacchaeus (Luke 19) and Cornelius (Acts 10). How can we
engage with those who are outside the community of faith? We
have to avoid the tendency to regard ourselves as insiders! As we
reach out to those who are ready to welcome the gospel, we have
an opportunity to share good news and healing in the name of
Jesus.
Secondly, as an Evangelist, Luke wants us to share the love of
Jesus with all those we encounter. However, as these verses
indicate, this has got to be rooted in prayer, if we are going to be
led by God in our response to others. ‘Mission is seeing what God
is doing and joining in’ (Rowan Williams).
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Prayers
Dear Loving, Father God, as the season changes and we enjoy
the beautiful colours of autumn, there are other changes which we
don’t enjoy. Changes we cannot control; changes and suffering in
the world, beyond our comprehension; changes to our work
routines, or health, or circumstances; changes which cause us
anxiety and uncertainty. When everything seems to be falling
around us like the autumn leaves, help us, Lord, to remember that
you stand firm. You are our rock. You never change. You are
always faithful, always with us, as we move into each new day and
each new season. Thank you for loving us so much that you gave
us Jesus, so that by putting our trust in Him, we can know the
security of your love, for ever. In His name, we thank you,
Sovereign Lord.
Amen
***************
Most gracious Son, may your teaching dispel the darkness of
ignorance in our mind and may your commands be beacons of
light showing us the path to peace. And as we walk on that path,
may we find your footprints on the ground, that we may place our
own feet where you have trodden. We believe that you will
strengthen our limbs when they grow weary and raise our spirits
when they become heavy, because nothing gives you greater
pleasure than watching us follow the way of salvation. We pray
that you will always be our friend and our guide and so bring us to
your Father’s heavenly kingdom.
Amen
***************
My Father, I pray that I may not be dismayed over life, and its
trifles. Help me to master difficulties, great and small, and give me
patience through all until I reach the untroubled way.
Amen
Page 7

Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
November 2021
December 2021
January 2022
February 2022

Submission deadline
24th October 2021
21st November 2021
19th December 2021
23rd January 2022
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Crossword (answers on page 20)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s
high priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4)
3 They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8)
9 ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son
of Zuph, an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4)
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5)
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5)
12 Listen (anag.) (6)
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5)
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17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6)
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5)
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5)
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3)
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8)
25 Note (anag.) (4)
Down
1 Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8)
2 ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart
free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2)
4 ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’
(Judges 18:20) (9,4)
5 ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5)
6 The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew
5:4–5, 7) (7)
7 Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1)
8 He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8)
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts
2:41) (5,2)
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of
this (Revelation 21:18) (6)
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5)
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm
34:3) (5)
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1)
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The Other Pandemic – The Black Death of 1349
Most of us remember hearing of the Black Death Plague of 1349
at school, of crosses on doors and cries of "Bring out your dead".
The Covid pandemic may have brought it to mind again. As today,
it also originated in China and followed the Silk Road to the Black
Sea, to Italy by 1347 and on by ship via Gascony to the port of
Melcombe in Dorset by June 1348. From there, in 1349, it spread
rapidly through the country northward, killing at least a third of the
population and possibly nearer to a half.
Derbyshire lost close to that number, although it is claimed that
Tissington escaped the disease entirely due to the purity of water
from its five wells. Hence the tradition in the county of well
dressing with flowers. At Ashford, lead mining ceased for lack of
labour, while at Walton on Trent the tenants got higher wages and
lower rents as traditional feudal duties broke down. London and
the West Country around Bristol was also badly hit. The outbreak
damaged or benefitted people in different ways, but generally it
was viewed as a total disaster everywhere.
It was caused by fleas living in the fur of the Black Rat, a rodent
with a liking for nesting in the roofs of thatched houses. For some
reason the fleas began to bite humans, giving them the bubonic
plague. The afflicted came out in boils under the armpits as large
as eggs and too hard to lance, so they had to be cut away, causing
a putrid smell and offering only the slimmest chance of survival.
Just before death, which usually occurred in three days or less,
the dying might jig about in what is known as ‘the dance of death’.
Many clergy died since, like doctors, they were called upon in their
different ways to administer to those close to death. The so called
monkey window in the North Transept of St Lawrence’s is a
reminder that the disease was incurable and treatment ineffective.
In the diocese of Bath and Wells, Bishop Ralph Shrewsbury
permitted women to hear the confessions of the dying.
One reason for the spread of the disease was that the country was
over populated, with 5 million inhabitants, whereas nowadays the
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population is 11 times as much. But in the rural economy of the
time, backward compared to today, the total was more than the
limit and under fed people were likely to succumb very easily to
the outbreak. It is not known how many died in Whitwell, or its
effect on the parish, but out of a population of 300-400, little more
than 200 plus might have been left.
The village may have lost many, although it is known that Rector
William Sutton survived and lived to at least 1368. In the 1300s
Steetley was a separate parish with its own Rector, but successive
plague outbreaks diminished the village which was again joined to
Whitwell. If Whitwell had lost a large number, when the church
opened again for services the survivors could clearly see from the
diminution of the congregation how great the loss was to the
village. All stood during a service and those survivors left weak by
the plague would need the support of the wall ledges, hence the
expression ‘the weakest go to the wall’. The congregation was
rarely silent until the Sanctus bell rang at the Elevation of the Host.
It was not that they were disrespectful, but the service was in Latin.
When the worst was over, there were those who went beyond
merry making and took to riotous behaviour, excessive
drunkenness and debauchery. The very fact that they survived led
many to feel they had a right to behave in that way, but there was
also much to be done to make good the ravages of the plague
years. As to the death toll, very many more of the poor died in
proportion to the rich, even allowing for the fact the rich were a
very small group. This was certainly true of urban areas where
unsanitary conditions were death traps for the multitude. Such
victims were buried in vast communal plague pits such as at
Smithfield in London. The royal family only lost one member, a
daughter of Edward III. Although two archbishops of Canterbury
died within a year, most of the baronage escaped fairly lightly,
although the trading community lost more. Afterwards, almost
everyone must have felt that life was very different to the years
before 1349.
Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of October
1st

Former US president Jimmy Carter born (97) 1924

2nd

TV presenter Victoria Derbyshire born (53) 1968

3rd

Nigel Benn KO’s Mauro Galvano for WBO S/middleweight
title 1992

5th

Unemployed begin Jarrow March to London 1936

6th

Bobby Charlton makes debut for Man Utd scoring twice 1956

7th

Gymnast Max Whitlock wins gold at world champs 2017

th

8

Former Labour PM Clemente Attlee dies aged 84 1967

9th

Derby swimmer Adam Peaty given freedom of city of Derby
2016

11th

Navel ship and destroyer HMS Duncan launched on the
Clyde 2010

14th

Former US President Dwight Eisenhower born 1890

15th

Here’s Lucy (Lucille Ball) first aired on British TV 1951

16th

RAF Spitfires repel German Luftwaffe over Malta 1942

17th

Worksop Victoria Palace screens its first talkie “Common
Clay” 1931

18th

Actor Lee Marvin weds Pamela Feeley 1971

21st

Roy Orbison tops charts with “Only The Lonely” 1960

22nd

Movie “Rambo First Blood” released 1982

23rd

Al Jolson dies from heart attack whilst playing cards (64)
1950

25th

England 32-22 Papua New Guinea rugby league World Cup
2008

26th

English Football Association founded 1863

th

29

Frank Sinatra divorces first wife Nancy 1951

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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For the young (and young at heart)
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Local History Corner
Elmton and Creswell local history
In 1991 Mr Victor Frank Wapplington (usually known as Frank) wrote
an account of his memories of early Creswell, which are so
interesting. He was born in Whitwell in 1901 but soon after his family
moved to Creswell and for a number of years lived at 105 Model
Village. He was employed at the colliery as a coal hewer.
He wrote: The Model Village was built in the years 1897-8 and the
Wesleyan Manse a little later in 1907-8. Gas pipes were laid to it
from Whitwell.
In 1907 the Bolsover Cooperative Shop burnt down. At the same
time the village was expanding and the top half of Elmton Road was
where Houghtons of Mansfield were building houses. The Post
Office used to be on Sheffield Road until 1907 when Mr Binge built
the one on Elmton Road. Then came the side streets and shops and
billiard hall a bit later. King Street was one of these and the first
cinema was erected there. Dick’s Club started in two houses in Dover
Street and in 1919 the present one was built on the land on Queen
Street.
The street below the bottom bridge was then called Station Road, the
bottom road was all Mansfield Road and then the left side was
changed to Sheffield Road.
Welbeck: Before WWI Welbeck held a big show and visitors came by
train, on the top line. Four trains came in the morning and about 20
waggonettes were waiting to take people to Welbeck. Schools were
given a day’s holiday and some of the boys earned a nice sum of
money taking buckets of water for the horses. We would fill the
buckets at Jack “Wap’s” wooden hut shop on the ground adjacent to
the station. He catered for the passengers by selling sandwiches and
pop, etc. Bill Hayes had a tin hut on the site between the Model
houses and the railway bank.
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King George V and Queen Mary, who were once visiting Welbeck
Abbey, had a tour around the district. The schools had a holiday and
a huge platform was built in the Portland Hotel garden for the children
to see the royalty pass through on the bottom road. The Brigade
stood Guard of Honour at Clowne, then were taken by special train
to Crown Farm. There the Queen got out of the car and went into an
old lady’s house.
People: During WWI a chap named Higgins had a grocery shop. He
advertised home-made jam like mother made but it was made with
turnips and water. He also brought ice cream around the village. A
wet fish man came from Langwith and he stopped by the Co-op beer
off and drank Starbright beer and got drunk, but his old horse always
took him home safely. Every Friday night Taylor’s of Worksop came
round with fruit and vegetables. We had a cobbler named Hustler
who had no feet, but walked on two stumps.
Boys Brigade: In 1912 we had a big parade around the village with
about six brass bands, including our own. Accompanied by Creswell
Boys Brigade Bugle Band they all played together the tune “Marching
through Georgia” and a film was made of it, which was then shown at
the Picture Palace. Unfortunately this cinema burned down in 1938
when the miners were enjoying their week’s holiday. Cinema seats
then cost 6d, 9d and 1/-. The Boys Brigade were in camp at
Skegness and spending money of 10/- each were given to them by
the Bolsover Colliery Company.
The Band Stand in the top park was where the Colliery Silver Prize
band practised and was the only time anyone was allowed on the
grass. You had to sit on the grass around the stand and listen to the
band. In the 1921 strike, men played marbles to pass the time, the
stake ‘money’ being matches. The Creswell branch of the OAPs first
started on 12th February 1951.
What wonderful memories Mr Wapplington has left for us and we are
very grateful. Sadly he passed away in 1991 just after he had written
this account.

Enid Hibbert
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Recipe of the month
Hot apple pie punch
Warm your hands around a mug of this hot apple drink, spiced with
cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg - add a splash of rum for the adults
Ingredients (serves 8)
1½ tsp ground cinnamon
Good pinch ground cloves
½ whole grated nutmeg
2 litre apple juice
2 tsp vanilla extract
6 scoops vanilla ice cream
Dark rum (optional)
Method







Put the cinnamon, ground cloves, nutmeg, apple juice and
vanilla extract in a large saucepan
Bring to a gentle simmer
When the apple juice has warmed through, add the vanilla
ice cream and whisk vigorously with a balloon whisk until
melted and combined with the hot apple juice, the ice cream
should make a frothy top on the juice.
Pour a splash of dark rum into the bottom of the adults’ cups
and top up with the hot punch
Garnish with Apple crisps
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Smile Lines

A young monk was assigned to help other monks copy out the old
canons and laws of the church by hand. On his very first day he
noticed that all the monks were copying from copies, not from the
original. So, the new monk pointed out that if someone had made
even a small error in the first copy, that error would be continued
in all the subsequent copies.
The head monk said: “You make a good point, my son”. So he
went down into the dark caves underneath the monastery where
the original manuscripts were held in a locked vault that had not
been opened for hundreds of years. Hours went by and nobody
saw the old abbot. Finally, the old monk returned, looking
distraught. "We missed the R! We missed the R! We missed the
R! The word was... CELEB R ATE!”
******************
Excerpts from real life requests sent by tenants:






The toilet is blocked and we cannot bathe the children until
it is cleared
This is to let you know that there is a smell coming from the
man next door
The toilet seat is cracked; where do I stand?
I am writing on behalf of my sink, which is running away
from the wall.
I request your permission to remove my drawers in the
kitchen.
******************
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1 Dare; 3 Cherubim; 9 Son Tohu; 10 Yield; 11 Ranch; 12 Enlist;
14 Baalah of Judah; 17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 Media; 23 Open air;
24 Apostasy; 25 Eton
DOWN:
1 Describe; 2 Run in; 4 Household gods; 5 Royal; 6 Blessed; 7
MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13 Children; 15 Added to; 16 Jasper; 18 Await; 20
Exalt; 21 YMCA
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
01/10/1997
03/10/2008
03/10/1976
04/10/2009
04/10/2010
06/10/2005
09/10/1970
10/10/2002
11/10/1976
11/10/2009
13/10/2004
19/10/2007
20/10/2004
23/10/2007
27/10/2013
28/10/2004
30/10/2004
31/10/2005

Olive Smedley
Jon Paul McNeil
Agnes Jessie Smedley
Joseph Arthur Plant
Stanley Waddingham
Edwin William Sturton
Norman Sagar
Richard Webster
Joseph Davies
Patricia Mary Russell
Joy Webster
Eileen Ann Vardy
Terry Martin Slack
Anthony Downing
Margaret Doreen Harwood
Leonard Harry Cook
Roald Smith
Brian Howarth

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/10/1977
01/10/1979
02/10/1981
02/10/1991
02/10/2014
02/10/2014
03/10/2004
03/10/2015
05/10/1996
06/10/1993

Hilda Elizabeth Webster
Audrey Burton
Grenville Norman
Brian Charles Hogg
Mrs Christian Clarke
Frank Clifford Hobson
Sylvia Janet Miles
Audrey Maud Mann
Blanche Sheldon
Hamilton Percy Gibbs
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15/08/1914
12/06/1914
15/07/1923
28/07/1947
20/04/1922
11/04/1925
09/07/1947
22/12/1920
18/11/1915
12/10/1909

06/10/1998
06/10/2005
07/10/1984
07/10/1991
08/10/1986
08/10/1992
08/10/2000
08/10/2001
08/10/2010
08/10/1999
08/10/2014
08/10/1997
09/10/2013
10/10/2009
11/10/1969
11/10/1980
11/10/1987
12/10/1987
12/10/1992
13/10/1992
14/10/2000
16/10/1982
16/10/1990
16/10/1994
17/10/1984
17/10/1992
17/10/1993
17/10/2018
18/10/1957
19/10/2001
21/10/1986
21/10/1998
24/10/1951

George Flowers
Ethel Evers
17/03/1909
Florence M. Bennett
03/02/1914
Edith May Moore
17/04/1893
Robert Pearson
17/08/1903
Beatrice Barkway
29/08/1912
Rev William Hill
27/12/1913
Esther Cook
02/02/1921
June Roberts
08/06/1938
Walter Frederick Brown
15/08/1925
Alexander 'Zander' John Greveson 16/08/1996
Ronald McGuiness
14/07/1950
Jean Palmer
23/02/1933
Joan Ruth Hopkinson
16/09/1927
James Newman Blow
27/08/1887
John Cartwright
25/07/1917
George Ward
15/04/1911
Annie Elizabeth Coulson
29/09/1899
Ina Evelyn Spencer
09/11/1909
Allan Evers
08/01/1930
David Keith Evers
05/11/1930
Brenda Wheatley
03/06/1933
Colin Benjamin Jepson
15/01/1927
Martin Andrew Clarke
06/01/1951
Arthur Henry Maiden
09/07/1897
Ethel Elizabeth Dennett
01/03/1908
Olive Spencer
18/12/1912
Michael David Allcroft
07/01/1958
Mary Ann Glasby
10/04/1867
Keith Wardle
31/05/1925
Gladys Ward
12/08/1906
James Leonard Holmes
08/11/1913
Ellaline Clayton
24/09/1910
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24/10/1992
24/10/1997
24/10/2005
25/10/1951
25/10/2005
25/10/2011
27/10/2005
28/10/1976
28/10/
28/10/
28/10/
28/10/
29/10/1990
29/10/2000
29/10/2003
29/10/2004
30/10/1983
30/10/2006
31/10/1952
31/10/2002

Monica Annie Stansbury
Jamie Wynn
John Edwin Smith
Mary Eliza Richardson
Alan Smith
Jean Brown
Kenneth Lee
Florence Ada Banks
Edmund Courtney Pearce
Alfred Edward John Rawlinson
Geoffrey Francis Allen
Cyril William Johnstone Bowles
Muriel Dinah Sternberg
Marion Morris
Robert John Thacker
Barry Allsop
Eric Maiden
Shirley Anne Blagg
Annie Maiden
Winifred Angela Allen
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16/07/1917
19/07/1974
09/02/1929
30/04/1893
06/10/1926
11/12/1925
12/07/1923
12/02/1910

10/09/1906
20/02/1926
01/05/1983
20/01/1938
27/01/1915
23/12/1930
22/09/1897
26/06/1935

