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Arrangements for Services
Services are now being held each week at Whitwell, Creswell and
Elmton, with services at Steetley on the second Sunday of each
month. The joint PCCs have agreed the service times will be as
follows:




Whitwell – 9am
Creswell – 10.45am
Elmton – 6pm

The service at Steetley will be at 3.15pm.
On the second Sunday of the month, when there is a service at
Steetley, there will be a non-Holy Communion Service, led by
Lynne, our reader, at either Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton on a rota
basis.
Where there are 5 Sundays in the month, there will be a joint
benefice service at 10.30am at Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton,
again on a rota basis.
Please note the following Covid protocols will remain:









Hand sanitisers will be available in church
It is recommended / encouraged that all people attending
church wear a face covering
There will be a designated area in church for people wishing
to maintain social distancing in the pews
QR bar code will remain and a Track and Trace sheet will
be available for voluntary details
Singing of hymns is now allowed
Hymn books, Order of Service books and pew leaflets will
be allowed and available in 'packs' on the back table
Communion in one kind will continue to be received from
the chancel step for the present
Plates at the doors will remain for the collection
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Parishioners are encouraged to sensibly move around the
church

St Lawrence Church, Whitwell, will now be open daily from
8.30am-4.30pm.
We are also continuing to offer a Compline (Night Prayer) service
via Zoom on Friday evenings at 7.30pm. Please click here for
further details or e-mail homeprayers@gmail.com
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for December
Sunday 5th December
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 12th December
Service of the Word St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Said Eucharist
All Saints, Steetley
Carols and Band
St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

9.00am
10.45am
3.15pm
6.00pm

Sunday 19th December
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Christingle
St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
3.00pm
6.00pm

Friday 24th December (Christmas Eve)
Christingle
St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion All Saints Chapel, Steetley
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton
Holy Communion St. Lawrence Whitwell

5.00pm
7.00pm
10.00pm
11.30pm

Saturday 25th December (Christmas Day)
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.00am

Sunday 26th December
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell

10.00am

Sunday 2nd January
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm
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Rector’s Letter
Dear Friends
A Christmas Meditation (Luke 2:1-20)
Luke is the gospel of the Christmas story. It has the journey to
Bethlehem, the inn with no room, the birth in a manger, the angels
and the shepherds. And it has Mary, pondering all these things in
her heart. There’s not much about Joseph though. The old
pictures put him in a corner of the stable, looking very puzzled and
rather glum, as he might well have been. For it was not that they
had a baby (and they didn’t quite understand how) but who the
baby might be. As Luke tells the story, more than 80 years later,
it is full of songs about the child to be born and who he is. The
songs said he was somebody, someone great, someone from
God. But it didn’t look like that at all.
In fact, the baby looked utterly unimportant; he was just another
peasant child, being nursed in a stable. And he grew up in
Nazareth, a remote village if ever there was one. And when he
brought together 12 friends and wandered round the country,
healing people and telling stories they didn’t quite understand (and
some didn’t want to understand), he seemed to so many people to
be just a nobody. And then he was crucified, now an undesirable
nobody, no better than a criminal, to be got rid of.
We know that when Jesus died it was not the end of the story. In
fact, we believe that we can see in this nobody the human face of
God, the eternal God made known to us. Jesus is the Word of
God made flesh. That is what Mary sang about in the song of
praise we call the Magnificat. God is on the side of the nobodies.
It was the proud and the mighty who crucified Jesus. And on the
cross we look into the face of divine love, the face of Jesus who
was a nobody. As we do at Christmas, when we think of the way
he was born.
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If you visit Bethlehem, and go to the Basilica where Jesus was
born, you have to bend low to enter the door of the church, which
is barely 5 feet high. The high and mighty can’t stride arrogantly
into the church. And I suppose the shepherds and wise men had
to bend low to enter the stable where the new-born Jesus lay, and
there to worship and adore the face of divine love in the child who
looked utterly unimportant.
Graham Kendrick’s modern hymn, “The Servant King”, speaks of
how Jesus lived his life as a “Servant King” (or a divine nobody)
and calls us to follow his example of humility and service to others.
The first verse puts it like this:
From heaven you came, helpless babe,
Entered our world, your glory veiled;
Not to be served but to serve,
And give your life that we might live.
Christmas is the time to look into the face of Jesus the divine
nobody and see there the wonder of the eternal God. And praise
God that this nobody has mattered more than anyone else for so
many people for more than 2,000 years.

Revd Keith Cocking
Rector
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Prayers
Loving, Almighty God, Thank you that You came into the darkness
of this broken world on that first Christmas night, pouring in your
Light, in the person of your Son, Jesus. Lord, so much of our world
seems dark, still. So many dreadful things we can’t make sense
of: the on-going pandemic, acts of violence and injustice against
good people, innocent people, child poverty, employment
problems, broken relationships … so many difficulties. It’s easy to
feel overwhelmed.
Lord, help us to focus on you this Christmas. Open our eyes to
see your bigger, eternal picture. Help us to hear afresh the Good
News that nothing and no-one can ever extinguish your Light.
Jesus overcame the troubles of the world by His death and
resurrection. Father may we re-connect with you, through Jesus,
this Christmas and know the Love, the Joy and the Peace, which
are your Christmas gifts to us, as we trust Him. We pray in Jesus’
wonderful name.
Amen
***************
The day of joy returns, Father in Heaven and crowns another year
with peace and good will. Help us rightly to remember the birth of
Jesus that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness
of the shepherds and the worship of the wise men. Close the
doors of hate and open the doors of love all over the world and let
kindness come with every gift and good desires with every
greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing that Christ brings and teach us
to be merry with clean hearts. May the Christmas morning make
us happy to be thy children and the Christmas evening bring us to
our bed with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus'
sake.
Amen
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Bible Readings for December
5th December
 Malachi 3:1-4
 Philippians 1:3-11
 Luke 3:1-6
12th December
 Zephaniah 3:14-20
 Philippians 4:4-7
 Luke 3:7-18
19th December
 Micah 5:2-5a
 Hebrews 10:5-10
 Luke 1:39-45
24th December (Christmas Eve)
 Isaiah 9:2-7
 Titus 2:11-14
 Luke 2:1-20
25th December (Christmas Day)
 Isaiah 52:7-10
 Hebrews 1:1-4
 John 1:1-14
26th December
 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
 Colossians 3:12-17
 Luke 2:41-52
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Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
January 2022
February 2022
March 2022
April 2022

Submission deadline
19th December 2021
23rd January 2022
20th February 2022
20th March 2022
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Crossword (answers on page 24)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9)
(10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15 th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
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15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels,
Nurse Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened
bread, was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers
9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known
hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the
righteous are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a
foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family
and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to
God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus
30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____
his people from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
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Dates for your diary – 2021/2022
11th December

Christmas Afternoon Tea, 2.00pm
Whitwell Community Centre

18th January

Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm
Whitwell Community Centre

1st March

Pancake Lunch
Whitwell Community Centre

12th April

Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm
Whitwell Community Centre

24th May

Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm
Whitwell Community Centre
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Neighbouring Villages and Churches – 2 Clowne
On some historic maps Clowne is rendered as Clune and the
spelling Clowne would seem to be fairly recent. In the Domesday
Book (1086) it is named Clvne and is simply described as a taxable
part of the manor of Barlborough/Whitwell.
The parish church, dedicated to St John the Baptist, is not one of
the larger edifices in the district, although it has a fine
perpendicular tower with battlements and pinnacles. The nave is
basically Norman in character and it has no aisles. The chancel,
though dating from the middle ages, was extended comparatively
recently and a chapel was added as late as the 1950s. An
altarpiece, now in the nave, originally came from the Netherlands
and the ancient font has been altered in its details over the
centuries. There is a gallery on the west side dating from the
1800s. The stained glass windows were added later and the
miners’ memorial was erected in 1950.
A slab in the chancel commemorates William Inskip (d. 1582) who
was Rector for 54 years and survived all the Reformation changes.
More recently, another long server was Revd Lawrence Harris
who arrived in 1972 and stayed many years. He was a native of
Whitwell and in retirement officiated at St Lawrence’s during an
interregnum. He is buried at Steetley. Revd F. Brabyn was also
Rector there before moving to Whitwell in 1958. A large domed
canopy at the churchyard entrance has been the subject of some
adverse comment, since it obscures a view of the church.
Another notable building in the parish is the former Southgate
House, a three storied structure of 1787 which had a Roman
Catholic chapel added in 1902. It stands on the Worksop Road
and is better known to us as Van Dyk Hotel. In area, Clowne is
one of the smaller parishes and this is reflected in population size
as it was only 600 in 1851, before the advent of a rapid rise to
around 4,000 in the 1900s. This was largely due to coal mining.
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Before that, the population was mainly engaged in agriculture.
Farms were small by later standards with only half a dozen of
around a hundred acres, so not many workers were needed on a
full time basis. Most farms tended to specialise in wheat and oats
with additional hands needed mainly at harvest time. The land
was fairly equally split between arable and pasture and there were
adequate areas of woodland. The first signs of industry came after
1800 when a spinning cotton mill was established at Harlesthorpe.
Initially powered by water from a pond, it was later driven by a
steam engine. There was a textile factory in the village until recent
times.
As stated, it was coal mining that led to the growth of the village,
beginning with a small mine there as early as 1652 and the
industry was dominant in the late Victorian Age. The Southgate
colliery employed well over a thousand men in the 1920s, but was
later abandoned due to flooding and plans to reopen did not come
to fruition.
The railway network in its heyday was also much in evidence in
the parish and older readers may remember that Clowne had two
railway stations, both close to each other, one being the Midland
line and the other on the North & East Coast line. Both were
demolished about 1962.
Due to the rapid increase in village numbers in the 1890s, a Board
School was established, effectively replacing an existing, though
small, voluntary school. Secondary education in the district was
developed and expanded during the course of the last century and
when Markland School was closed in 1991, the school at Clowne
was rebuilt and given the name ‘Heritage’. The teaching of Maths
is just one of its strong subjects. In conclusion, it does not need
to be said that both Whitwell and Creswell children are able to
attend it.
Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of December
1st

First female MP Nancy Astor sworn in parliament 1919

2nd

First Bevin Boys recruited in the mining industry 1943

3rd

William Gladstone elected prime minister first of three terms
1868

4th

Comedian Ronnie Corbett born 1930

5th

Eddie the Eagle Edwards ski jumper & celebrity born 1963

6th

GB’s Amy Williams wins bronze in the skeleton World
Championships 2007

9th

Death of Astronomer Sir Patrick Moore 2012

10th

Edward VIII abdicates his right to the British throne1936

11th

Royal Yacht Britannia decommissioned 1997

12th

Princess Anne weds Timothy Laurence in Balmoral 1992

14th

French astrologer Nostradamus born 1503

16th

Joe Calzaghe KOs Richie Woodhall & retains WBO title 2000

20th

Actors Stewart Grainger & Jean Simmons marry 1950

23rd

Group The Small Faces perform at the Victoria pub
Chesterfield 1965

24th

Cliff Richard hits No1 with Mistletoe & Wine 1988

25th

Queen’s Christmas message aired on TV for the first time
1952

26th

Royal Naval convoy sink German battlecruiser Scharnhorst
1943

27th

The World Bank created with 28 nations signing agreement
1945

28th

Westminster Abbey consecrated 1065

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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For the young (and young at heart)
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Local History Corner
Elmton with Creswell local history – Creswell Church of
England Senior School 1928
Long before OFSTED came into being, schools were being
inspected yearly. Two early headteachers of the above school
were Mr Hogg and Mr Baker who both seemed to have a very
modern approach for the time to teaching and the curriculum.
Although the senior school at this time was partly in the care of the
LEA, the upkeep of the building was the responsibility of the
church. The Rev William Kay complained that the council owned
schools benefitted from the rates if repairs were needed but
voluntary owned schools, such as the senior school needed the
churchgoers to provide funding. To this end he was always having
to organise fund raising events. However, in 1928 he was given
the following report of the Inspector’s views of this school which
pleased him greatly.
Board of Education Report Senior Mixed
This school is highly organised and skilfully conducted by a
headmaster of ripe experience and remarkable energy. During the
period of review, the staff has been considerably strengthened and
the classes have been reduced to a reasonable size. As a result
there has been a steady improvement in the work in Composition,
Arithmetic and Reading. Some very good results are obtained in
History and Geography in the senior classes and the handwriting
and spelling are particularly pleasing.
The singing is remarkably good; it is an example of true art, pure
in tone, simple and sincere and it reflects admirably the spirit which
animates the school.
The school garden is beautifully kept and in it the children learn
much of scientific value. Bee-keeping is closely associated with
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the gardening and manual instruction in a well-appointed
workshop has been added to the curriculum.
Swimming was introduced last year and the instruction has met
with great success, not only have many boys and girls learned to
swim but the school team succeeded in winning the County
Championship at the recent contest. (The children didn’t have far
to go for swimming lessons as the newly built baths was next to
the school).
Parents would be very pleased to read this report and to know how
well their children were being taught.

Enid Hibbert
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Recipe of the month
Chocolate raspberry roulade
This chocolate and raspberry roulade is still creamy and delicious,
but not too heavy a pudding. It is the perfect way to finish off a
festive feast.
Ingredients (serves 10)
For the sponge
Butter, for greasing
7 medium free-range eggs, separated
140g caster sugar
65g cocoa powder
For the filling
200ml double cream
75ml crème fraiche
100g raspberries
40g dark chocolate
Method









Preheat the oven to 180ºC/160ºC Fan/Gas 4
Line a 22x32cm Swiss roll tin, or tall-sided baking tray with
baking paper and lightly grease with butter
Whisk the egg yolks and sugar together in a bowl until thick
Sieve over the cocoa powder and whisk in until full
incorporated
In a clean glass bowl using clean beaters, whisk the egg
whites until stiff
Fold them into the cocoa mixture a spoonful at a time
Pour the mixture into the baking tin and spread out evenly
Bake for 20 minutes
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Use a knife to cut the edges away from the tin, then leave
to cool
Turn the Swiss roll out on to a sheet of baking paper
Whisk the double cream, then fold in the crème fraiche
Using a spatula, spread this over the sponge
Sprinkle over the raspberries
Roll up from one of the short sides
Melt the dark chocolate in a microwave or in a bowl over a
pan of boiling water
Drizzle the chocolate over the top of the cake
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Smile Lines

In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching
the inn, over which was pictured a large star. The third camel and
its rider were going directly away from it. “Why is the third man
going in a different direction?” her mother asked. Jane replied:
“Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.”
******************
One night Freda went carol singing. She knocked on the door of
a house and began to sing. A man with a violin in his hand came
to the door. Within half a minute, tears were streaming down his
face. Touched, Freda sang every carol she knew, and some she
didn't. The man continued to weep gently throughout her
performance. “I understand,” she said softly at last. “You are
remembering your happy childhood Christmas days.”
“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice. “I'm a
musician!”
******************
At a rehearsal for a Sunday School Christmas tableau, the teacher
carefully lined up four little ‘cherubs’. Each carried a huge cut-out
letter. As they stood side by side, the letters would spell out
“STAR”. A slight mix-up occurred and those present in the church
auditorium nearly fell out of their pews as the four little performers
took their places – in reverse.
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Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11, Captured. 13,
Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar. 22, Amazing.
23, Settlement.
DOWN:
1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6, Sacrifices.
9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19, Exist. 20,
Save
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
02/12/2017
04/12/2007
04/12/2009
05/12/2012
07/12/2003
08/12/2014
10/12/2005
10/12/2004
10/12/2004
11/12/2002
13/12/2014
17/12/2007
17/12/2013
18/12/2005
19/12/1994
20/12/2008
20/12/2018
21/12/2003
22/12/2009
22/12/2003
24/12/1971
25/12/1985
25/12/2015
29/12/2002
29/12/1997
29/12/2001
31/12/2006

Dennis Green
Madge Askew
Marion Adams
Ivy Hurt
James Ernest Rossington
Hilda Heeley
George Foster
James Richmond Slack
Jean Chambers
Ernest Holmes
Tessa Heather Gibson
Charles Roy Radford
Doreen Soar
William Dewance Jeffery
Doreen Elsie Jeffery
Jean Rebecca Jackson
Janet Barber
Colin Turner
Cyril Owen
William Wellbourne Marriott
William H Richardson
Ida Ramsey
Jean Jenkins
Barbara Joyce Taft
Winifred Pattison
Annie Elizabeth Swift
Emily Hunt
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/12/1993
01/12/2000
01/12/2006
01/12/2008
01/12/2013
02/12/2003
03/12/1994
03/12/2006
04/12/1975
04/12/2009
05/12/1979
05/12/1979
06/12/1990
06/12/1998
08/12/2010
08/12/2013
09/12/1975
10/12/1955
10/12/1988
11/12/1951
11/12/1979
11/12/1979
11/12/1988
12/12/2000
12/12/2017
14/12/1991
15/12/1998
16/12/1978
16/12/1980
16/12/1992
17/12/1955

Joyce Bentley
Ivor Elener
Dorothy Evelyn Hill
Violet Munro Newton
Roy Lamb
Stanley Betts
Thomas Davy Isgate
Percy Gordon Spibey
Angela Maureen Johnson
Rubena Beardsley
Philip Thacker
Rowland Webster
Maggie Price
Leigh James Story
Ann Turner
Derrick Buxton
Cyril Thomas Brown
Doreen Holmes
Reuben Thompson
Joseph Henry Kitts
Roland Webster
Mabel Lucy Pickering
Annie Parker
John Featherstone (Reverend)
Winifred Moore (Nee Medlam)
Joan Fielder
Mabel Stone
William Phillips
William James Blagg
Lily May Bell
Charles George Kenyon
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15/02/1917
19/11/1919
13/09/1929
07/03/1922
07/07/1932
30/01/1923
19/04/1921
20/06/1927
06/10/1938
20/12/1925
04/12/1979
18/02/1925
20/02/1914
16/08/1970
30/03/1920
01/07/1928
31/07/1908
06/05/1931
05/09/1907
10/01/1896
18/02/1926
19/08/1905
07/08/1897
25/01/1923
28/03/1923
15/02/1926
28/09/1902
29/07/1896
21/08/1903
20/03/1885

17/12/1989
17/12/1999
18/12/1991
18/12/1994
18/12/2000
18/12/2008
18/12/2012
19/12/1886
19/12/1872
19/12/1875
19/12/2007
19/12/2013
20/12/1987
20/12/1988
21/12/1968
21/12/1991
21/12/2002
21/12/2010
22/12/1983
23/12/1971
23/12/1992
23/12/2002
24/12/1988
24/12/1989
24/12/1994
24/12/1999
25/12/1955
25/12/1994
26/12/1986
26/12/1993
26/12/1996
27/12/1961
27/12/1986

Lucy Elaine Walters
Harvey Pearson
Walter Womble
Doris May Southam
Sarah Ellen Ball
Brian Williams
Joseph Stanley Spencer
Elizabeth & William Weston
John Gribble
Fanny Gribble
Lilian Axtel
Marjorie Rosena Brown
George Norman Beech
Stanley C. Barrow
Victor Walter G. Swain
Samuel Whittaker
David Harvey Green
Irene Evers
Ernest Albert Hill
Charles Stanniland Starbrook
Lucy Amelia Annabel Baker
Brian William Humberstone
Owen James Banks
Andrew Borysenko
Theo Webster
Mary Pearson
Thomas Henry Richardson
Percy George Calow
Reuben John Self
Ena Winifred Clark
Rose Hancock
Frederick Darby
David Nigel Lound
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02/02/1909
16/11/1935
04/11/1910
29/01/1920
12/01/1910
19/01/1946
10/04/1944

14/06/1906
01/11/1927
04/06/1909
21/01/1921
01/12/1887
22/06/1923
25/03/1922
06/01/1929
20/07/1917
23/06/1917
07/09/1902
14/07/1929
17/07/1904
06/07/1912
02/12/1931
10/03/1911
07/09/1891
23/02/1917
01/12/1926
15/11/1903
21/03/1907
01/12/1902
11/07/1953

27/12/1993
28/12/1944
28/12/1977
28/12/2000
28/12/2014
29/12/2004
29/12/2004
29/12/2011
30/12/1977
30/12/2014
30/12/1992
31/12/1986
31/12/2012

Charles Cyril Caple
Charles Keith Weston
Antony Rodgers
Ian S. Barrow
Margaret Doreen Buxton
Paula Godfrey
Raymond Cooling
Margaret Watson
Emily Everley
Noreen Jane Meeds
Richard William Mellish
Samuel Crowe
Sheila Mary Bramley
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17/03/1911
29/10/1926
28/08/1958
31/10/1928
19/11/1955
14/02/1924
20/10/1928
02/01/1914
18/10/1927
23/01/1928
04/03/1914
30/03/1933

