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Arrangements for Services
Services are now being held each week at Whitwell, Creswell and
Elmton, with services at Steetley on the second Sunday of each
month. The joint PCCs have agreed the service times will be as
follows:




Whitwell – 9am
Creswell – 10.45am
Elmton – 6pm

The service at Steetley will be at 3.15pm.
On the second Sunday of the month, when there is a service at
Steetley, there will be a non-Holy Communion Service, led by
Lynne, our reader, at either Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton on a rota
basis.
Where there are 5 Sundays in the month, there will be a joint
benefice service at 10.30am at Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton,
again on a rota basis.
Please note the following Covid protocols will remain:









Hand sanitisers will be available in church
It is recommended / encouraged that all people attending
church wear a face covering
There will be a designated area in church for people wishing
to maintain social distancing in the pews
QR bar code will remain and a Track and Trace sheet will
be available for voluntary details
Singing of hymns is now allowed
Hymn books, Order of Service books and pew leaflets will
be allowed and available in 'packs' on the back table
Communion in one kind will continue to be received from
the chancel step for the present
Plates at the doors will remain for the collection
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Parishioners are encouraged to sensibly move around the
church

St Lawrence Church, Whitwell, will now be open daily from
8.30am-4.30pm.
We are also continuing to offer a Compline (Night Prayer) service
via Zoom on Friday evenings at 7.30pm. Please click here for
further details or e-mail homeprayers@gmail.com
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have
lost your sense of taste or smell.
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the
Churchwardens.
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Services for November
Sunday 7th November
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 14th November – Remembrance Sunday
Said Eucharist
All Saints, Steetley
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

3.15pm
6.00pm

Sunday 21st November
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 28th November
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton

9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Sunday 5th December
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton
Memorial Service St Lawrence, Whitwell
Memorial Service St Mary Magdalene, Creswell

10.30am
3.00pm
6.00pm
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Rector’s Letter
This month sees the eagerly anticipated COP26 climate
conference in Glasgow. As Christians, we need to hold together
two key insights, if we are to engage with the challenge of climate
change:
The world is not ours:
‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1). The
world is not ours, but God’s! If we understand this, we will
rediscover the responsibility of our calling to care for God’s world:
‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to
work it and take care of it.’ (Genesis 2:15). This challenges our
consumer mind-set that says the resources of the earth are both
limitless and exist for our pleasure. As well as caring for the
planet, we also need to care for its people, for it’s the poorest who
will suffer the most from climate change. According to the World
Bank, 100 million could fall into poverty by 2030. We cannot
properly address the climate crisis until we re-learn our place in
God’s world!
We belong to Christ:
We also belong to the one in whom: ‘all things were created: things
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him.’ (Colossians 1:16). We can look forward
to the climax of history when God will restore the broken world and
make everything new. We are empowered by Christ to take our
proper place as stewards of the earth, as we share in this hope.
We are called to love God and neighbour, and care for the planet
by living simply, recycling, conserving energy and choosing
reusable options.
However great the climate crisis gets, as Christians, we can
engage in it with faith and not with fatalism!
Revd Keith Cocking
Rector
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Prayers
Father, in these short, dark days of November, with all the
uncertainties and complications in our new Covid 19 landscape,
help us to feel the reassurance of Your presence in the gift of each
new day. Help us to be guided through the darkness by Your light
– by Jesus, who will never leave us or forsake us. In His name the name above pandemics and shortages and rising bills and all
anxieties – we pray.
Amen
***************
Merciful God, your love embraces all of creation. Your realm
knows nothing of the borders we draw between nations. You have
taught us that every woman, man and child is our neighbour. You
have commanded us to love, without thought of our own security,
or glory, or gain. Remind us that you have pronounced your
blessing, not upon nations and armies, but upon the poor, and the
meek, and the peacemakers.
Amen
***************
We remember those who have lost their lives as a result of war;
Young soldiers, dispatched to far-away places, never to return and
civilians, young and old, caught in the crossfire of conflict. Loving
God, bring healing to families torn apart by war. Comfort those
who mourn for their loved ones.
Amen
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Bible Readings for November
7th November
 Jonah 3: 1-5, 10
 Hebrews 9:24-28
 Mark 1:14-20
14th November
 Daniel 12:1-3
 Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
 Mark 13:1-8
21st November
 Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
 Revelation 1:4b-8
 John 18:33-37
28th November
 Jeremiah 33:14-16
 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
 Luke 21:25-36

Page 8

Article Submission deadlines
Articles for this magazine are always welcome. If you have
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below:
Month of magazine
December 2021
January 2022
February 2022
March 2022

Submission deadline
21st November 2021
19th December 2021
23rd January 2022
20th February 2022
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Crossword (answers on page 24)

Crossword Clues
Across
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were killed (2
Samuel 10:18) (11)
9 ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the kingdom
of God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7)
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)
13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)
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17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for ever’
(Psalm 103:9) (6)
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from and what guided them
(Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4)
20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)
21 She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)
22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)
23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of
robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)
28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)
30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11)
Down
2 ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not
built by — hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)
3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)
4 ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been
poured upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)
5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)
6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’
(Acts 17:31) (7)
7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)
8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)
12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)
15 Liverpool dialect (6)
19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)
20 Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the unit of
electrical resistance is named (3)
24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers
6:4) (5)
25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up
his cross and follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for
condemning hundreds of Christians to cruel deaths (4)
27 See 18 Across
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Dates for your diary – 2021/2022
20th November

Christmas Coffee Morning, 10.30am
St Mary Magdalene Church, Creswell

30th November

Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm
Whitwell Community Centre

11th December

Christmas Afternoon Tea
Whitwell Community Centre

18th January

Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm
Whitwell Community Centre

1st March

Pancake Lunch
Whitwell Community Centre

12th April

Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm
Whitwell Community Centre

24th May

Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm
Whitwell Community Centre
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Neighbouring Villages and Churches – 1 Barlborough
Like Whitwell, Barlborough is mentioned in William the
Conqueror’s Domesday Survey of 1086, which states that in
Barlborough and Whitwell there is a priest and a church. The
exact site is not certain, although it is thought to be in or near to
Barlborough village and maybe on the site of the church of today,
or very close to it.
The existing St James’s Church dates from around 1180, like
Whitwell, but has seen many changes to its architecture. The
medieval building survived to about 1750 when Gilbert Rodes, with
two wealthy ladies of the district, largely rebuilt the nave in the
classical style with, for example, round arched windows, which
although attractive in their own way, were somewhat plain and
almost severe judging from surviving prints.
The medieval tower, with its eight pinnacles, remained, together
with the chancel. Between 1894 and 1899 further restoration
occurred and the traditional style nave was revived, with four
clerestory windows on each side above the nave giving the church
the appearance it has today. Inside on the walls are the Coats of
Arms of notable local families, some of whom have connections
with Whitwell. The fine Rectory dates from the late 1700s. The
Revd David Hull ministered in the parish in some capacity after his
retirement from our united benefice, although he continued to live
in Creswell.
Barlborough has a range of interesting buildings, beginning with
the Hall which deserves pride of place. It dates from 1583 and
was built by Sir Francis Rhodes, a notable judge of the time of
Elizabeth I. It was a family home until the estate was sold in 1935
and three years later it became part of Spinkhill College. Another
historic building in the village is Barlborough Old Hall which was
built in 1618, that is in the reign of James I. The almshouses in
Church Street date from 1752, while the Memorial Gateway in the
same street was erected by William de Rodes of Barlborough Hall
in 1869. It is in memory of his wife.
Page 14

At one time the village was notable for a large number of relatively
small farms, which specialized in the production of crops such as
wheat and oats, although since World War II there have been
amalgamations, resulting in a few large units.
Being on the coal measures, the village eventually ceased to rely
on agriculture as its main way of providing a living for its
inhabitants and the beginnings of coal mining in the district has
been traced back to a pit sunk in 1429. A colliery of later times
was close to the parish boundary with Clowne, but it did not long
survive and the Barlborough Colliery that is still remembered was
sunk in 1873. It employed over 800 men just before World War I.
Coal mining more or less ceased on a large scale in Barlborough
in the 1960s.
Also, up to the 1960s, just before Beeching axed minor railway
lines, a branch line ran through the parish, with a station at
Spinkhill to serve Mount St. Mary’s College. The most far reaching
development in communications for Barlborough occurred in 1967
when the M1 motorway was constructed through the parish. It is
no exaggeration to say that some motorists then found it possible
to drive to their daily work a long way north or far to the south
towards the Home Counties.
Over the centuries there have been times of great rivalry between
the landowners of Whitwell and Barlborough, especially over
boundary rights and, as is well known, it is believed that when Sir
Roger Manners was mortally wounded, it may have been in a fight
between retainers from the two villages.
Norman Trott
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Events from the past from the month of November
1st

US President Harry S Truman survives assassination
attempt 1950

2nd

First stretch of M1 opened near London 1959

4th

Barak Obama elected first black president of USA 2008

6th

Comedian Frank Carson born Northern Ireland 1926

8th

Judy Garland and daughter, Liza Minelli, perform London
Palladium 1964

9th

Berlin wall opened up 28 years after separation 1989

11th

Australian outlaw Ned Kelly hung at Melbourne Jail 1880

13th

Walt Disney’s film “Fantasia” released 1940

14th

Alfred Hitchcock film “Suspicion” released 1941

15th

Actor John Le Mesurier, Dads Army fame, dies (71) 1983

17th

In Rome Italy 2-0 England World Cup qualifier 1976

18th

President Bush & wife Laura begins state visit to Britain 2004

19th

Kingscliff wins Betfair Chase at Haydock 2005

20th

Cuban missile crisis ends after Russia removes missiles
1962

21st

Dictator Robert Mugabe resigns as president of Zimbabwe
2017

23rd

UK actor Boris Karloff born in Dulwich 1887

27th

Buster Merryfield (Albert, Only Fools and Horses) born 1920

29th

London Bridge stabbing. 2 civilians die, terrorist shot dead
2019

30th

Grease original soundtrack tops LP charts 1978

Submitted by Kevin Jones
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For the young (and young at heart)
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Local History Corner
Elmton with Creswell local history – an old Creswell resident
Mrs Mary Shelton celebrated her 93rd birthday in March 1939 living
with her son and daughter-in-law at 29 Model Village. She was a
remarkable lady who had lived through a changing Britain, moving
from a rural life to a mining village.
She was born Mary Handy in 1846 at Alveston, Warwickshire and
her parents were Hannah and Samuel. Her father started life as
a farm labourer but when she was small he had left the family to
fight in the Crimean War. Sadly he was killed there so this meant
that she and her mother had to resort to making a living for
themselves by going into domestic service at a farm. Mary was
only 10 but had to do a variety of work. She learned to plough and
to sow seeds and worked in the dairy making butter and cheese.
It seems she was frightened of nothing as she handled the bull
when the men were too frightened to go near.
At one time she and her mother were in domestic service in
Rugeley at the house of Dr William Palmer who she said she had
served meals to many times. Fortunately she didn’t eat any meals
he served for he was to become a notorious poisoner of at least
11 people, including his wife and four of his own children. Dr
Palmer was an ardent racing fan, where he lost money left to him
from his wife, an heiress of the Noah’s Ark pub in Stafford. He
was at last hanged for murdering his friend John Cook with
strychnine, a new poison of which nothing much was known at the
time. The question “What’s your poison?” came from this case.
From here Mary became head nurse and also parlour maid in a
large house in Hamstall Ridware, Staffs, the residence of Squire
Henry Jagger. The Hall was originally a nunnery and possessed
many strange features. One of the bedroom walls was found to
be hollow and behind it was a small apartment. Here there was a
stone image of the devil, complete with horns, and he appeared to
be shaving a pig which was covered in a red skin. It was thought
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that when a nun had disobeyed orders, she was put in this room
to do penance!
Once, whilst Mary was there, she had to take a double barrelled
shot gun to frighten off some bandits, as she called them, who
were trying to break into the house. Fruit and other foods kept
disappearing from the pantry and she suspected a young boy
servant. What a surprise he got when next he went in as Mary
had dressed up as a nun, hidden there and frightened the poor lad
out of his wits. He never went there again! Nothing fazed her. It
seems that when a member of this family died, she went into the
vault in church. There were six coffins covered in black cloth but
with a glass window where the faces were. These she looked at
with interest!
When at this residence, Mary met her husband to be who was
working as a shepherd there. He was Edward Shelton and on 19th
March 1868 they were married. His wage at the time was only 10
shillings a week. As time went on, they had 12 children, but only
4 sons and a daughter survived. It must have been hard to live on
his wage as a shepherd, so some years later they move to Linby
where Edward became a horseman at the colliery. They remained
there a few years before moving to Creswell where again Edward
was a horseman at the pit. Sadly he died in 1927 but Mrs Shelton
stayed with her family.
Mrs Shelton, although blind and deaf, enjoyed her 93rd birthday,
especially the cards and presents she received. Silk stockings
were one of her gifts which she looked forward to wearing, never
having had any before. She must have had a loving relationship
with her grandchildren too as every Sunday they earned 1d when
they came to read the bible to her.
What a wonderful lady she was, always smiling and cheerful and
what a loss to her family when she died a short while later on 18th
August 1939.
Enid Hibbert
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Recipe of the month
Chicken, chorizo and sweet potato hash
Ingredients (serves 4)
½ 225g spicy chorizo ring, cut into thin circles
330g chicken breasts, sliced
½ tbsp vegetable oil
1 onion, finely diced
600g diced butternut squash and sweet potato
1 tsp smoked paprika
270g vittoria tomatoes
200g baby spinach
4 eggs
14g parsley, leaves picked and roughly chopped
Method









Preheat the oven to 200°C / fan 180°C / gas mark 6
Heat a wide, high-sided pan that can go in the oven and
also has a lid
Cook the chorizo slices, uncovered, on the hob for 3-4
minutes, until golden and releasing oil, then transfer to a
bowl with a slotted spoon
Add the chicken slices and cook for 4-5 minutes, until
golden all over
Remove from the pan and set aside with the chorizo
Heat the oil in the pan, then add the onion and cook for 3-4
minutes
Add the butternut squash and sweet potato and paprika and
cook for 10-12 minutes, adding a splash of water if the pan
starts to dry out
Cook with the lid on, stirring regularly, until softened and
lightly golden
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Add the chicken and chorizo pieces, then top with the
tomatoes and cook, uncovered, in the oven for 12-15
minutes, until the tomatoes are beginning to soften
Meanwhile, wilt the spinach in a large pan with a splash of
water and drain over a sieve
Bring a large pot of water to the boil
Crack an egg into a ramekin
Create a whirlpool in the pot of boiling water by stirring with
a slotted spoon
Carefully add the egg to the water and cook for 3 minutes,
then remove with a slotted spoon and leave the poached
egg to drain on kitchen paper.
Repeat with the remaining eggs
Once the hash has finished cooking, top with the poached
eggs and spinach and garnish with the parsley.
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Smile Lines

A keen young boy, attending his first Mass as an altar boy, was
very attentive to everything the priest said. He was especially
struck by the priest’s prayer: “Lord, wash away my iniquities, and
save me from sin!” In the sacristy afterwards he humbly asked the
priest where he should pour the water from the ablutions bowl:
“Please father, where shall I put your iniquities?”
******************
At a recent church meeting, our Sunday School teacher requested
that a notice be put into the weekly pew-sheet, asking for church
members to bring in any old copies they had of the Daily Mail. She
wanted the newspapers for a big Christmas project involving lots
of paper mache, and thought that the ink on the Daily Mail would
be less messy. The secretary made a rough note, and the notice
went in: ‘Wanted by our Sunday School teacher: lots of daily
males.’
******************
My kindergarten-aged daughter announced, just before school,
that she needed to take a clean tee shirt to class. The teacher
was going to iron an anti-drug message on it. My wife frantically
swept through my daughter's room, finding nothing usable but one
tee shirt that already had something printed on one side. She sent
it off to school with my daughter. That afternoon, my daughter
returned and happily showed off her shirt. On one side it said,
‘Families are Forever.’ And on the other, ‘Be Smart, Don't Start.’

Page 23

Crossword solution
ACROSS:
1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 13, Inns. 16, Firm.
17, Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr.
25, Den. 28, Inane. 29, Entreat. 30, Chrysoprase
DOWN:
2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 7, Citizenship. 8,
Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20,
Ohm. 24, Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell
01/11/2012
03/11/2005
06/11/2012
09/11/2006
09/11/2017
10/11/2004
12/11/2002
12/11/1983
13/11/1977
17/11/2009
17/11/1980
19/11/1988
19/11/2009
25/11/2007
26/11/2009
27/11/1981
28/11/2006
28/11/2008
30/11/1983

John Duncan Parker
Derek White
George Riley Davies
Joseph Taft
Charles Limb
Angela Johnson
Bert Ledger
Samuel Plumb
Ronald Hurt
Kenneth Holmes
Beatrice Harper
Stanley Price Williams
Nora Armand
Winifred Jackson Limb
Dennis Marsh
Joyce Hallam
Dorothy Mary Mollatt
Eric Brelsford
Arthur Smith

FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell
01/11/1997
01/11/2016
03/11/1974
03/11/1988
03/11/2003
03/11/2003
04/11/1974
04/11/1992
04/11/1992

Samuel Lowe
Lily May Martin
Frances Ethel Wilson
Edith Davis
Arnold Arthur Snowden
John Kenneth Hook (Jack)
Lewis Whyles
Edward Jackson
Brian Lewis
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12/02/1905
01/08/1924
04/05/1892
07/02/1918
16/02/1931
23/12/1923
08/05/1899
22/06/1932
26/08/1936

04/11/1994
04/11/2018
05/11/1996
05/11/2018
07/11/1991
07/11/1997
07/11/2000
07/11/2000
07/11/2005
07/11/2007
07/11/2009
08/11/1943
08/11/1974
08/11/1994
08/11/1999
10/11/2000
11/11/1924
11/11/1986
11/11/1994
12/11/1966
13/11/2012
14/11/1994
15/11/2004
15/11/2011
15/11/2013
16/11/1948
16/11/1959
16/11/2006
16/11/2015
17/11/2018
18/11/1974
18/11/1998
20/11/1997

Sarah Hannah Turner
Christina Vessey
Georgina Andrina Mendham
Valerie 'Val' Medlam
Francis Clayton
Harold W Parker
Doreen Sarah Mellish
Thomas Henry Butterfield
Reginald Brown
Patricia Chaplin
Joan Horne
William Perrett (Sergeant)
Jean Ward
Winifred Cartwright
Frank Edward Medlam
Jean Turner
Florence Elizabeth Kenyon
Margaret Dannatt
Edith Walker
Thomas Wordley
Valentine Elizabeth Butterfield
Lois Malinda Slater
Margaret Elizabeth West
Richard Gerald Holmes
Joseph (Sandy) Webb-Evans
Ivy Plant
Dennis (Pip) Holmes
Elizabeth Joan Baker
Dorothy Reynolds
Arthur Kellett
Harold Vincent Bugg
Dorothy Ethel Bird
Elsie May Whyles
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31/05/1909
21/12/1927
20/12/1923
07/03/1945
07/07/1905
16/11/1923
03/10/1938
31/08/1923
03/01/1921
22/06/1943
24/08/1929
08/04/1905
17/07/1949
16/04/1922
15/03/1913
10/11/1937
01/02/1943
09/03/1909
06/11/1896
14/02/1933
18/11/1920
26/10/1926
14/04/1947
12/01/1918
06/06/1920
04/03/1907
01/03/1925
27/11/1930
05/01/1942
03/03/1902
26/06/1916
06/02/1922

20/11/2001
21/11/1974
22/11/1992
22/11/1993
22/11/2015
23/11/2000
23/11/2004
24/11/1974
24/11/1996
24/11/1997
24/11/2000
24/11/2004
25/11/1983
25/11/2013
25/11/2014
26/11/1989
26/11/1993
26/11/1998
27/11/1940
27/11/1985
27/11/2003
27/11/2010
28/11/1999
28/11/2004
28/11/2015
30/11/1992
30/11/2001
30/11/2009
30/11/2016

Mavis Mary Clifton
Ernest Locke
James Snodin
Dick Norrie
June Hobson
Irene Colman
Celia May Williams
George Arthur Bentley
Violet Hinds
Joshua George Turner
Ernest Bird
Nora Miles
Harry Wilson
Christine Emmerson
June Rose Webster
John Henry Bird
Robin James Valentine
Rob Robbins
Wallace Walker Glasby
Leonard Leam
Owen Herbert Burgin
Kathleen Doris Wright
Ralph Frederick Vessey
Kitty Hutchinson
Neil Goodlad
William Beeston
John William Drury
Rose Slaney
Godfrey Roy Tytherleigh
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30/01/1930
08/06/1902
02/06/1919
23/07/1928
30/09/1927
25/09/1916
09/09/1913
18/12/1912
07/01/1906
20/02/1921
26/09/1922
23/05/1916
14/08/1944
11/09/1932
05/12/1908
20/02/1927
04/06/1913
09/02/1922
08/09/1931
15/11/1927
11/10/1910
12/02/1944
30/05/1918
24/01/1907
18/04/1936
08/06/1928

