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Arrangements for Services 
 
Services are now being held each Sunday at Whitwell, Creswell 
and Elmton, with services at Steetley on the second Sunday of 
each month.  The joint PCCs have agreed the service times will 
be as follows: 
 

 Whitwell – 9am 

 Creswell – 10.45am 

 Elmton – 6pm 
 
The service at Steetley will be at 3.15pm. 
 
On the second Sunday of the month, when there is a service at 
Steetley, there will be a non-Holy Communion Service, led by 
Lynne, our reader, at either Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton on a rota 
basis. 
 
Where there are 5 Sundays in the month, there will be a joint 
benefice service at 10.30am at Whitwell, Creswell or Elmton, 
again on a rota basis. 
 
Midweek Said Eucharist Services are now being held on 
Wednesdays at 9.30am, first and third Wednesdays will be at 
Whitwell and second and fourth Wednesdays will be at Creswell.  
There will be no service on a firth Wednesday. 
 
Please also note the following Covid protocols remain in place: 
  

 Wearing of face coverings is encouraged 

 Hand sanitisers will be available in church 

 There will be a designated area in church for people wishing 
to maintain social distancing in the pews 

 Singing of hymns is allowed 

 Communion in one kind will be received from the chancel 
step 
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 Parishioners are encouraged to sensibly move around the 
church 

 
St Lawrence Church, Whitwell, is open daily from 8.30am-4.30pm. 
 
We are also continuing to offer a Compline (Night Prayer) service 
via Zoom on Friday evenings at 7.30pm.  Please click here for 
further details or e-mail homeprayers@gmail.com  
 
Please do not attend church if you feel unwell, and especially if 
you have a new cough, a higher temperature than normal or have 
lost your sense of taste or smell. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions please contact one of the 
Churchwardens. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:homeprayers@gmail.com
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Services for April 
 
Sunday 3rd April 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.00am 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.45am 
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 
Wednesday 6th April 
Said Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.30am 
 
Sunday 10th April – Palm Sunday 
Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.00am 
Service of the Word St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.45am 
Said Eucharist All Saints, Steetley   3.15pm 
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 
Monday 11th April 
Morning Prayer St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.00am 
 
Tuesday 12th April 
Compline  St Peter’s, Elmton   8.00pm 
 
Wednesday 13th April 
Morning Prayer St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 9.00am 
 
Thursday 14th April – Maundy Thursday 
Sung Eucharist with  St Lawrence, Whitwell 7.30pm 
Foot washing & vigil 
 
Friday 15th April – Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross St Peter’s, Elmton  3.00pm 
 
Saturday 16th April – Holy Saturday (Easter Eve) 
Vigil & Easter St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 7.30pm 
Ceremonies 
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Sunday 17th April 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.00am 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.45am 
Said Eucharist All Saints, Steetley   3.15pm 
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 
Wednesday 20th April 
Said Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.30am 
 
Sunday 24th April 

Holy Communion St Lawrence, Whitwell  9.00am 
Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 10.45am 
Holy Communion St Peter’s, Elmton   6.00pm 
 
Wednesday 27th April 
Said Communion St Mary Magdalene, Creswell 9.30am 
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Palm Sunday 
 
It must have been a dramatic sight on Palm Sunday when Jesus 
approached Jerusalem to the adulation of the crowds.  The Bible 
tells us that ‘A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road.  The crowds that went ahead of Him and those that followed 
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!’’ 
(Matthew 21:8-9) 
 
But not everyone in Jerusalem welcomed Jesus.  In the very next 
verse we read, ‘the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 
this?”’ (10)  But by the end of the week, the crowds had turned 
against Jesus and were demanding His crucifixion.  (Matthew 
27:22). 
 
Why did they turn against Jesus so quickly?  Perhaps they were 
disappointed because He refused to fulfil their expectations in 
establishing a new political kingdom.  Instead, He came to change 
our hearts and save us from our sins by His death and 
resurrection.  As He said during that week, ‘My kingdom is not of 
this world.’ (John 18:36).  This deeply disappointed those who 
hoped that He would throw out the hated Roman occupiers. 
 
Where would we have been on that first Palm Sunday?  Among 
the disciples who welcomed Him or among the sceptical crowds?  
It’s easy to judge those who condemned Jesus, but would we have 
acted differently?  We too can be disappointed when Jesus fails to 
meet our hopes and expectations of Him? 
 
The message of Easter is that God still loves and accepts us, and 
because of Jesus we can be forgiven.  He came for one simple 
reason: ‘For Christ also suffered once for sins…to bring you to 
God.’ (1 Peter 3:18).  May we welcome Jesus afresh into our lives 
this Eastertime. 
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Prayers 
 
Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God, You brought light and 
hope out of darkness and despair.  You brought life out of death 
when you raised Jesus that first Easter Day.  Thank you that the 
tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive!  No matter 
what is going on, no matter how little we understand, help us to 
hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen!  He is alive today and 
in Him we can put our trust, completely and confidently. 
 
Because of Jesus, death is defeated.  Because of Jesus, the best 
is yet to be.  Love wins!  Hallelujah!  We praise you, Lord, in Jesus 
name. 
Amen 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
O Lord God, our Father, You are the light that can never be put 
out; and now You give us a light that shall drive away all darkness.  
You are love without coldness, and you have given us such 
warmth in our hearts that we can love all when we meet.  You are 
the love that defies death, and you have opened for us the way 
that leads to eternal life. 
 
None of us is a great Christian; we are all humble and ordinary.  
But your grace is enough for us.  Arouse in us that small degree 
of joy and thankfulness of which we are capable, to the timid faith 
which we can muster...to the wholeness of life which you have 
prepared for all of us through the death and resurrection of your 
Son.  Do not allow any of us to remain apathetic or indifferent to 
the wondrous glory of Easter, but let the light of our risen Lord 
reach every corner of our dull hearts. 
Amen 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Bible Readings for April 
 

3rd April 

 Isaiah 43:16-21 

 Philippians 3:4b-14 

 John 12:1-8 

 

10th April 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 Philippians 2:5-11 

 Luke 22:14 – 23:56 

 

17th April 

 Acts 10:34-43 

 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

 John 20:1-18 

 

24th April 

 Acts 5:27-32 

 Revelation 1:4-8 

 John 20:19-31 
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Article Submission deadlines 
 
Articles for this magazine are always welcome.  If you have 
anything that you wish to contribute please submit them to the 
editor by e-mail to suebram@sky.com by the dates listed below: 
 
Month of magazine Submission deadline 

May 2022 17th April 2022 

June 2022 22nd May 2022 

July 2022 19th June 2022 

August 2022 24th July 2022 

 

 

 

mailto:suebram@sky.com
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Crossword (answers on page 23) 

 
Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
 
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ 
in matters of faith (8) 
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3) 
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5) 
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 
3:1) (5) 
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6) 
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14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it 
unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13) 
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6) 
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his 
disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5) 
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5) 
23 For nine (anag.) (7) 
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8) 
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: 
‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4) 
 
Down 
 
1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my 
face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4) 
2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, 
and so on (5) 
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is 
the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6) 
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5) 
6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, 
which became a 1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4) 
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4) 
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a 
foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6) 
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8) 
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7) 
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3) 
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 
8:36) (2,3) 
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5) 
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the 
love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4) 
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Dates for your diary – 2022 
 
19th April   Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

30th April  Coffee Morning, 9.30am 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

24th May  Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

2nd-5th June  Flower Festival for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
   St Lawrence Church, Whitwell 

5th July   Afternoon Tea and Bingo, 2.30pm 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

30th July  Coffee Morning, 9.30am 
   Whitwell Community Centre 

  

  



Page 14 

Local History Corner 
 
Sunday School Anniversaries 
 
In the first half of last century the Wesleyan and Primitive Methodist 
Chapels in Creswell held Anniversary Sundays.  These were always 
held in early summer and were occasions that the young children, and 
adults of course, looked forward to.  New hymns and poems were 
learned by the children for these special days.  Platforms, which were a 
special feature, were erected in the chapels on either side of the great 
organs.  Children always wanted to sit on the topmost plank.  One side 
of the seating was for boys and the other seated the girls. 
 
Two Sundays were kept for the anniversaries and on each one, in the 
morning, groups of children, with their Sunday School teachers, 
gathered by the chapels, one week to walk around the top half of the 
village and the next the bottom half.  Stops were made every so often 
and hymns were sung.  The Chapel men went from door to door with a 
collecting box for contributions. 
 
Sunday afternoon and evenings children, in their new clothes bought 
especially for the occasion, sat on the platforms for the services.  Often 
these services were taken by men from Cliff College near Barlow where 
they were being trained for the ministry.  Parents went to hear their 
children recite their poems and hope they would remember their lines!  
Then children’s voices would be heard singing all the new hymns as well. 
 
It was to be in 1930, as Charles Smith was the vicar, when a similar 
event took place with a Day and Sunday School Festival in Creswell.  
Children from both Elmton and Creswell took part.  The date chosen was 
29th June when the chief service was in the afternoon.  The children all 
gathered in the schools and a procession walked to Church.  The Rev 
BF Sheppard, Vicar of St. Michael’s, Sheffield, took the service.  Then a 
choir, consisting of children from both the Day and Sunday Schools who 
had trained together, sang hymns and anthems.  Parents were invited 
and the collection given to Church Funds. 
 
These traditions continued for many years. 

 
Enid Hibbert 
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Events from the past from the month of April 
 
1st TV & Radio host Chris Evans born (56) 1966 

3rd HMS submarine Audacious commissioned 2020 

4th Military alliance NATO formed 1949 

5th Bond girl actress Honor Blackman dies (88) 2020 

6th Gordon Bassett Worksop hairdresser retires at 87 2019 

7th PM Winston Churchill resigns amid health concerns 1955 

8th 100-1 Foinavon wins Grand National after melee at fence 23 
  1967 

9th Blue Peter presenter Valarie Singleton born (85) 1937 

10th Prince Charles weds Camila Parker Bowles at Windsor 
Castle 2005 

12th President Franklin D Roosevelt dies whilst in office (63) 1945 

13th Tiger Woods wins masters golf tournament aged (21) 1997 

14th Abraham Lincoln shot in Ford’s theatre dies next day 1865 

16th Royal Yacht Britannia launched 1953 

17th Man Utd 2-1 Liverpool FA cup semi-final replay 1985 

19th Joseph Ratzinger elected pope (Benedict) 2005 

22nd Paris agreement to tackle global warming signed 2016 

25th Hollywood star Ginger Rogers dies (83) 1995 

26th Lincoln’s assassin John Booth dies in shoot out at farm 1865 

27th Abortion legalised in the UK 1968 

29th Captain Cook arrives at Botany Bay Australia on Endeavour 
 1770 

 
Submitted by Kevin Jones 
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For the young (and young at heart) 
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Over the Border - More Nottinghamshire Churches 
 
Although the subject is Nottinghamshire churches, one could just 
as well have described them by the name of the diocese in which 
they are found, instead of using the county name.  The diocese of 
course is Southwell, the village cathedral city to which all the Notts 
churches belong, county and diocese being almost exactly the 
same area. 
 
One of the first parishes that comes to mind beyond Worksop 
(considered last month) is Cuckney, if only because it is well 
known in our district due to the notable Greendale Oak Inn which 
is very near to the churchyard of St Mary’s.  It is about the same 
size as most village churches built around 1200 and, therefore, in 
the reign of King John, still remembered as one of the most 
disliked of our medieval kings, yet oddly he was far more 
conscientious as a ruler than his more admired brother, Richard 
the Crusader, who was scarcely ever in England during his reign. 
 
So Cuckney is only about 20 years younger than Whitwell and not 
long after St Mary’s was finished, Pope Innocent III closed all the 
churches in England for a few years, due to a dispute with King 
John.  We can just imagine how the villagers felt finding it closed 
when they were just getting used to it and with the building still a 
brand new centre of village life.  Christenings and burials were 
allowed and weddings had to take place in front of the church door 
whatever the weather or season of the year. 
 
Cuckney is a typical village church of its time, although it has an 
unusually long nave and only one aisle, which is on the north side, 
while the pillars vary in shape, some being circular and others 
octagonal.  It is thought that they were the work of different masons 
who wanted to show that they had their own unique designs.  
Outside, the base of the squat west tower is of the same date.  The 
higher bit of the tower is about 1250, that is in the reign of John’s 
son, Henry III, who was a finer man than his father, although 
thought to be weak since he gave in to his wife’s foreign relations. 
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The south porch is of the same time, but there is a screen below 
the tower arch inside the building dating from the 1400s.  Outside, 
on Castle Hill west of the church, are the remains of what is 
thought to be the mound of a Norman motte and bailey castle 
erected by Thomas of Cuckney in Stephen’s reign. 
 
A lesser known church, though nearer to us in distance, is St 
Winifred’s, Holbeck, which is not a parish church but an estate 
one, having been built for the 6th Duke of Portland between the 
years 1913 and 1916, so that it was finished during the First World 
War.  He died in 1943.  St Winifred’s is a Norman style church and 
has no tower, so it is said to look rather like Steetley Chapel.  There 
is a tombstone, fashioned by the sculptor Eric Gill in 1938, in 
memory of Lady Ottoline Morrell, who was a famous hostess in the 
artistic world of London before World War II and was of the 
Welbeck family. 
 
Only a few miles north of Worksop on the A60 is the interesting 
village of Carlton-in-Lindrick where the church, dedicated to St 
John the Evangelist, is one of the most historically significant in 
the county.  The reason being that its excellent tower is a 
magnificent example of a Saxon to Norman one, as it reveals the 
changes in design from before 1066 and in a tower finished in the 
reign of William the Conqueror or his son Rufus.  Fortunately it has 
survived the ravages of time, and stands as much as it was 
originally built, except that buttresses were added by 1443.  The 
materials used were of good quality in all the stages of the edifice, 
starting with rubble at the base and with strong blocks in the belfry.  
The decorated west door is also of Norman times.  Inside the 
church, the fine tower arch is of the same age.  So the church is a 
mixture of Saxon and Norman work.  There are some good 
chancel windows, while the clerestory ones were added at the end 
of the Middle Ages.  The font is also Norman in style. 
 
Norman Trott 
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Recipe of the month 
 
Spring chicken pot pie 
 
Celebrate Easter with this spring chicken pot pie.  It's kinder on 
your wallet than the traditional roast lamb and equally enjoyable. 
 
Ingredients (serves 6) 
 
4-6 skinless, boneless chicken thighs 
1 tbsp olive oil 
100g smoked bacon lardons 
2 leeks, sliced 
3 tbsp plain flour 
100ml white wine (or extra stock) 
200ml chicken stock 
200g crème fraiche 
100g frozen or fresh podded peas 
1½ tbsp Dijon mustard 
Small bunch of tarragon, chopped 
1 egg, beaten 
320g sheet puff pastry 
 
Method 
 

 Season the chicken thighs with some salt and pepper 

 Heat the oil in a heavy-based saucepan and fry the chicken 
for 3-4 mins on each side until lightly golden, then transfer 
to a plate 

 Add the bacon to the pan and fry for 5 mins until golden. 

 Tip in the leeks and fry for another 5 mins 

 Sprinkle the flour over the leeks and bacon and stir until 
combined 

 Add the wine, if using, and bubble for a few minutes, then 
add the stock and stir well 
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 Slice the chicken and return it to the pan – don’t worry if it’s 
not fully cooked through at this point, it will finish cooking in 
the oven 

 Stir in the crème fraiche, peas, 1 tbsp mustard and the 
tarragon, and bubble for a few minutes until thick and saucy 

 Add a splash more stock or water if it seems too thick 

 Remove the pie filling from the heat 

 Whisk the remaining ½ tbsp mustard with the egg in a bowl. 

 Heat the oven to 200ºC/180ºC fan/gas 6 

 Spoon the filling into a pie dish with a lip and use some of 
the egg mix to brush the sides of the dish 

 Unroll the pastry over the top of the pie and crimp the edges 
against the sides of the dish, then cut away any excess with 
a knife 

 Brush the remaining egg glaze over the pie and make a 
small steam hole in the middle 

 Bake for 40 mins until golden and puffed 

 Serve with buttered new potatoes and steamed greens or 
carrots, if you like. 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
 
 
A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can do 
nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

One evening a bird-loving vicar strolled over to his huge country 
churchyard and just for fun hooted softly, like an owl.  To his 
delight, an owl hooted softly back.  The next night the same thing 
happened, and again the night after that.  Soon it became a regular 
habit and every night for the following year, no matter what the 
weather, the vicar would go to the churchyard and hoot back and 
forth with his feathered friend.  The hoots became longer and more 
complicated and the vicar kept a careful log of the ‘conversation’. 
 
Just as he thought he was on the verge of a real breakthrough in 
interspecies communication, his wife had a chat with the 
neighbour who lived in a big house and garden next door to the 
church.  "My husband comes here each night,” she said, to “hoot 
to the owl in the churchyard.”  "That's odd," the neighbour replied, 
"so does my husband." 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
A mother, who took her fidgety 7 year old to church, finally had an 
idea.  About halfway through the long sermon she leaned over and 
whispered, “If you don’t be quiet, the preacher is going to lose his 
place and he will have to start the sermon all over again.” It 
worked. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Crossword solution 
 
ACROSS: 
 
1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, 
Yellow. 14, Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, 
Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Defy 
 
DOWN: 
 
1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7, 
City. 8, Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 
20, Worse. 21, Able 
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FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Creswell 
 

02/04/2013 Hilda Mary Simms 

03/04/2004 Linda Rossington 

04/04/1957 Horace Lewis 

05/04/2006 Elizabeth Lillian Davies 

06/04/2003 Ryan Holmes 

06/04/2008 Joyce Sargent 

16/04/2002 Thomas Edward Broomfield 

16/04/2006 Arthur Bagshaw 

19/04/2000 Sylvia Stewart 

20/04/2002 Stephen Limb 

22/04/1992 Margaret Orwin 

24/04/1975 Sarah Jane Plant 

29/04/2005 Joyce Gee 

 
FROM THE MEMORIAL BOOKS - Whitwell 
 

01/04/1995 William Arthur Naylor  28/12/1915 

02/04/2000 Marjorie Mary Rutherforth  22/01/1908 

02/04/2001 Geoffrey Parker   28/03/1919 

03/04/1987 William Henry Hinds  09/11/1914 

04/04/1992 Marjorie Pendleton   01/03/1932 

04/04/2000 Nora Greaves   22/08/1926 

05/04/1965 Kenneth Lockwood   26/09/1924 

06/04/1964 Clara May Blow   13/05/1889 

06/04/1991 Hilda Donachie   16/01/1912 

07/04/1981 Albert Henry Hobson  28/06/1896 

09/04/1979 Gladys Streets   21/07/1919 

10/04/1990 Peter Galpin    09/09/1934 

12/04/1990 Clara Godfrey   12/12/1907 

12/04/1991 Douglas Horace Boaler  09/05/1925 

12/04/1993 Hilda Voisey    20/11/1903 
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12/04/2013 Sheila Blagg    01/01/1938 

13/04/1968 Harry Turner    17/03/1903 

13/04/1981 William Benjamin Burton  21/01/1901 

13/04/2008 Gordon Frank Martin  19/05/1950 

14/04/1993 Margery Elizabeth Lee  09/07/1920 

14/04/2001 Harry Jepson    03/06/1923 

15/04/1993 William Edgar Blount  24/07/1903 

15/04/2003 Gloria Ann Roberts   10/01/1942 

15/04/2004 Charles Bruce Beech  20/06/1947 

16/04/1931 Derek Leslie Maiden  15/01/1931 

16/04/2016 Colin William Scott   20/09/1956 

19/04/1950 Florence Smith (Nee Rowland) 22/01/1908 

19/04/1993 Florence Emily Busby  17/06/1899 

19/04/2015 John Davies    05/01/1952 

19/04/1971 Ivy Lily Emmingham   08/07/1900 

20/04/1989 Dorothy Butterfield   18/04/1914 

20/04/2002 John Barrie Stansbury  02/03/1942 

21/04/1985 Elsie May Burrough   22/08/1906 

21/04/2007 Harry Lee    03/04/1920 

22/04/1992 Margaret Orwin   14/04/1908 

22/04/2006 Frank Bird    20/02/1921 

23/04/1963 Samuel Spencer   06/02/1889 

24/04/1976 John Willie Lockwood  04/04/1891 

25/04/1990 Margaret Rowland   12/07/1920 

25/04/2001 Phyllis Mabel Brown  15/11/1921 

25/04/2008 Phoebe Patricia Fulwood  25/05/1921 

26/04/1991 William Arthur Lamb  08/11/1921 

26/04/1994 Albert Edward Mallinder  28/10/1918 

26/04/2006 Gladys May Hodgkiss  28/10/1923 

27/04/1974 Cathryn Louise Smith  11/01/1974 

29/04/1989 George Arthur Tuxford  12/03/1924 

29/04/1998 Betty Gaunt    09/04/1930 

29/04/2014 Kathleen Mary Mallinder  15/07/1924 


